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THIS IS BRUCE HERMAN. THIS IS GORDON COLLEGE.

Bruce’s bold, expressionist paintings draw from centuries-old 
influences and hang in galleries worldwide, from nearby Boston to 
Orvieto, Italy. His passion for Christ and zest for the extraordinary 

have galvanized the lives and artwork of hundreds of students. This 
is Gordon: classic and contemporary, with faithful and courageous 

scholars inspiring students toward lifelong growth. Education is 
transformation. At Gordon, we take it personally.  

See Bruce’s latest work
www.gordon.edu/celebrationofthearts



IS THERE A DIVINE CURE

FOR OUR AILING

NATION?

Rev. Samuel Rodriguez 
explores the question:

Download the first chapter free!  
nelsonfree.com/lambsagenda

Reverend Rodriquez reveals that we are 

dealing with the clashing of human-interest 

agendas not far from those my father faced 

in April 1963. He also proposes the need to 

go back to the basic founding principles of 

our nation, which were biblical.

— Bernice A. King 
Founder and president, Be A King Enterprises, LLC 

(from the Foreword)

“

“

“

“

The Lamb’s Agenda is a clarion call for 

Chrsitians to embrace truth and grace in 

equal measure. Sam Rodriguez believes 

that if we can get the balance right, 

America may be on the cusp of a Third 

Great Awakening. I pray it will be so!

— Jim Daly 
President, Focus on the Family  

(from the Foreword)

The National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference/Hispanic Evangelical Association presents the Lambsagenda.com.

lambsagenda.com



Our neighbors—and our nation—need Jesus Christ. 

Working together with local churches and Christians 

like you, the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 

is preparing for a grass-roots nationwide outreach. 

Called My Hope America with Billy Graham,  

it will culminate with a new message from him in  

November 2013. Will you join us? You can start today.

“In my spirit I know God 
has called us to do this, 

and I pray He will stir 
your heart to join us.”

    —billy graham 

©2013 BGEA       54103
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od’s world is a big place, and we at Christianity Today are com-
mitted to doing everything we can to give you a front-row 
seat on what God and his people are doing around the globe. 

An important part of this is to sketch for you the necessary cultural 
nuances that come from being up-close and personal. 

All eyes are on Egypt these days. Christians there have it so hard, 
it was easy for Americans to believe the Fox News report that an 
Egyptian court sentenced a mother and her seven children to 15 years 
of prison just for following Christ. Despite Egypt’s repressive atmo-
sphere, those reports were not completely accurate. In “Conversion 
Confusion” (page 50), Cairo-based writer Jayson Casper unsnarls for 
you a tangled tale of fraud, bribery, family fortune, and social pressure. 
He also sets the story in the context of the inequalities that Christian 
converts face under Egyptian law. 

Here’s another story that requires some cultural clues: Around the 
globe, in places like the Philippines and Burundi, students are often 
taught to read in a language that is not their own. They may learn to 
“read”—haltingly and with low comprehension—in their country’s 
national language or trade language, but their mother tongue may be 
a tribal tongue or regional dialect. Christians are joining with govern-
ments to promote first-language literacy in schools. Christian institu-
tions like Wycliffe and Biola University are working in such places to 
help students learn to really read. See “First Language First” (page 17).  

Help us support writers who get the cultural landscape and share 
with you a dose of cross-cultural understanding. We appreciate your 
subscription dollars, but we’d like to ask you to go beyond that to 
directly support our global reporting. 

You can make your tax-deductible contribution—of any amount 
—by check or online. Make checks payable to Christianity Today, 
and put “ct Global Excellence Fund” on the memo line, or visit 
ChristianityToday.com/donate.  

David Neff, Editorial Vice President 
of CT Initiative Development

Send checks (U.S. dollars only) to:
Christianity Today
Attn: Donor Relations Box CT0413
465 Gundersen Drive
Carol Stream, IL 60188

Christianity Today International 
is a 501(c)(3) organization.

Your Eyes On God’s World
o
m
s
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THEY DEFEND ME.

In Louisiana, Christian students were denied equal access to school buses. 
In fact, as Christians, our rights are threatened every day. That’s why Alliance 
Defending Freedom—formerly the Alliance Defense Fund—is dedicated to the 
unyielding legal defense of  religious liberty, the sanctity of  life, and marriage
and family. Help protect our shared right to freely live out our faith. Learn how 
at AllianceDefendingFreedom.org
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Notes from Newtown
How the church rallied around the bereaved town.

INSIDE CT   K A T E L Y N  B E A T Y

fter the horrendous news pummeled Newtown, Connecticut, then the 
world, that gray December morning, it took only a couple hours for 
Walnut Hill Community Church to get to work.

With a mission to “ignite a passion for Jesus in New England,” 
the nondenominational church of 3,500 deployed pastors to the families, some 
of whom are members, then set up a prayer service and filled its chapel with 
area counselors. Some 900 residents descended on the church the week before 
Christmas to remember slain 6-year-old Dylan Hockley as a pipe band played 
“Amazing Grace” from the parking lot. Then it set up a fund to provide long-term 
care to the community of 28,000 reeling from the murders of 20 children and 6 
staff members. 

From far beyond Connecticut’s borders, chaplains arrived to support first 
responders, the families of victims, and residents. While some Lutheran Church–
Missouri Synod (lcms) leaders were wringing their hands after a Newtown 
pastor took part in an interfaith vigil, the denomination sent comfort dogs as a 
ministry of presence. “Just heard about the goldens you sent to Connecticut,” 
wrote one Newtowner on a Lutheran website. “I’m an agnostic, but reading about 
[work] like this makes me doubt my own beliefs, or lack thereof.” (lcms president 
Matthew C. Harrison later apologized for the debacle, honoring the Newtown 
pastor as “a source of constant affirmation that God is indeed here in Newtown.”)

God in Newtown? Local painter Bryn Gillette, a Christian who’s now donating 
all proceeds from his artwork, agreed: “Since Friday it has felt like this ‘open 
heaven’—the veil permanently rent—and rather than darkness flooding in, it has 
been God’s presence and comfort that are palpable.” 

But wait. Doesn’t the Sandy Hook shooting—and Virginia Tech before that, 
and Columbine before that, and all the other shootings that will inevitably happen 
in the years to come—demonstrate that God left the building a long time ago?

You’d think so, except for the events of Easter week, events we recall and 
celebrate this time of year. As longtime Christianity Today essayist Philip Yancey 
writes in this month’s cover story (page 22), the Cross and the Resurrection sound 
a final, earth-shattering answer to life’s worst atrocities. Yancey spoke an entire 
weekend at Walnut Hill after Newtown. “Where is God when it hurts?” writes 
Yancey. “God is now in the church, his delegated presence on earth.” 

Until the day God wipes every tear away, putting to death death itself, the 
church is so often the greatest evidence that God sacrificially loves a world 
awash in grief. For the churches in Newtown and beyond: Thank you for your 
resounding apologetic for the in-between times.

Next issue: Russell Moore puts the gospel to rap beats with Lecrae’s help 
(no, really); Andy Crouch meets Silicon Valley Christians who are using tech 
to restore humanity; and Timothy Dalrymple goes inside the world of secular 
journalists who want to “get religion.”

MANAGING EDITOR 
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“Alister McGrath sheds new light on
 the life of the incomparable C. S. Lewis. 

This is an important book.”

— E R I C  M E TA X A S
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF BONHOEFFER

 E-BOOK
AVAILABLETYNDALE.COM

C .S . L ew i s :

RELUCTANT PROPHET 
ECCENTRIC GENIUS,

Available to C. S. Lewis enthusiasts 
wherever books are sold.

DR. ALISTER MCGRATH, 
one of the world’s leading 
Christian theologians, is a 
Senior Research Fellow at 
Harris Manchester College 
at Oxford University and 
President of the Oxford 

Centre for Christian Apologetics. He is the 
author of  bestseller The Twilight of Atheism: The 
Rise and Fall of Disbelief in the Modern World and 
more than 50 books, as well as a popular speaker 
at various conferences around the world.

JUST IN TIME to commemorate the fi ftieth 
anniversary of  Lewis’s death, Dr. Alister McGrath  
brings Lewis fans everywhere the defi nitive portrait 
of C. S. Lewis in his new book, C. S. Lewis–A Life, 
which is the only complete chronological analysis 
of  the entire collection of  Lewis’s letters and 
archives. This book will captivate C. S. Lewis readers 
as well as challenge some previously held beliefs 
about Lewis’s conversion. Add this book to your 
library today.



September 11 - 14, 2013

2013 PLENARY SPEAKERS

HEAR FROM THESE LEADERS IN CHRISTIAN COUNSELING—AND MORE!

WWW.AACC.NET  ·  WWW.WORLDCONFERENCE.NET  ·  800.526.8673

This year’s Plenary Speakers are not only among the best in the world—they are motivated by a sincere desire to know Christ and the passion of His cross. You’ll recognize many 
of these names, and we’ve invited a number of relative newcomers as well. These speakers will challenge and encourage you on a personal, professional, and spiritual level.

O p r y l a n d  H o t e l  ·  N a s h v i l l e ,  T N
w w w. w o r l d c o n f e r e n c e . n e t  ·  1 . 8 0 0 . 5 2 6 . 8 6 7 3
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O v e r  1 6 0  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w o r k s h o p s  ·  2 0 0  e x h i b i t o r s  &  s p o n s o r s

p o s t e r  p r e s e n tat i o n  s y m p o s i u m s

SELLOUT CROWD OF NEARLY 7,000 EXPECTED!

TULLIAN 
TCHIVIDJIAN
Coral Ridge 
Presbyterian Church
Fort Lauderdale, FL

RAVI 
ZACHARIAS
Ravi Zacharias 
International Ministries
Atlanta, GA

GABE 
LYONS
Q and Catalyst
Manhattan, NY

JOHN 
ELDREDGE
Ransomed Heart Ministries
Colorado Springs, CO 

GEORGE 
BARNA
The Barna Group
Ventura, CA

DAVID
JEREMIAH
Shadow Mountain 
Community Church
El Cajon, CA

RICK 
RIGSBY
Rick Rigsby 
Communications
Allen, TX

EMERSON 
EGGERICHS 
Love and Respect  
Ministries
Grand Rapids, MI

HAROLD 
KOENIG
Duke Center for Spirituality, 
Theology and Health
Durham, NC

DIANE 
LANGBERG
Diane Langberg & 
Associates
Jenkintown, PA

TIM
CLINTON 
AACC
Forest, VA

JOHN 
ORTBERG
Menlo Park 
Presbyterian Church
Menlo Park, CA

MARGARET 
FEINBERG
Transparent Faith, Inc.
Morrison, CO

MARK 
DRISCOLL
Mars Hill Church
Seattle, WA

Mark 
Laaser

Gregory
Jantz

Ron
Deal

Timothy
Jennings

Michael
Lyles

Linda
Mintle

Siang-Yang
Tan

Arch
Hart

Philip
Monroe

Chap
Clark

Mark
McMinn

Gary
Oliver

Gary
Smalley

Garry
Landreth

Diane
Langberg

Greg
Smalley
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WWW.AACC.NET  ·  WWW.WORLDCONFERENCE.NET  ·  800.526.8673

3 REASONS TO 
REGISTER EARLY:

Early Bird Rates are available for a 

limited time.

Space for workshops is filled on a 

first-come, first-served basis. Popular 

workshops fill up fast!

Rooms at the Opryland Hotel go 

quickly. Call 1.888.777.6779 to make 

your reservations. Ask for the AACC 

World Conference rate.

RESERVE YOUR ROOM  
TODAY AT THE BEAUTIFUL
GAYLORD OPRYLAND
HOTEL & CONVENTION CENTER

OVER 80% SOLD OUT!
CALL NOW! 1.888.777.6779

AWARD-WINNING  ENTERTAINMENT
THIS YEAR’S WORLD CONFERENCE MUSIC & COMEDY SCHEDULE PROMISES TO BE OUR 

BEST EVER, WITH A LINEUP OF AWARD-WINNING ENTERTAINERS THAT INCLUDES:

The American Association of Christian Counselors is 
an organization of nearly 50,000 counselors com-
mitted to biblical integrity and clinical excellence 
in Christian counseling and assisting members in 

the development of their own counseling practices. 
Membership is available to professional counselors, 

pastors, lay counselors, and even those who are 
interested in Christian counseling, yet have little 

or no professional training. AACC members enjoy 
numerous benefits and resources, including 

Christian Counseling Today magazine.

MICHAEL 
O’BRIEN

MATTHEW
WEST

MANDISA

CHARLES
BILLINGSLEY

MERCY
ME

... AND 

MORE!TIM
HAWKINS

Les
Parrott

Leslie
Parrott

Steve 
Arterburn

John
Trent

Ron
Hawkins

Gary
Thomas

Ian
Jones

Ev
Worthington, Jr.

H. Norman
Wright

Henry
Cloud

June
Hunt

Paul
Meier

Gary
Moon

Cliff & Joyce
Penner

Dwight
Bain

John
Townsend

Richard
Winter

Eric
Johnson

Wei-Jen
Huang

William
Struthers

Leslie
Vernick

Fred
DiBlasio

Doug
Rosenau

Dave
Carder

200+ DIFFERENT 
WORKSHOPS!
CHOOSE FROM  
THESE 23 TRACKS:
1. Grief, Crisis Responce & Disaster 

2. Abuse, Violence & Trauma

3. Biblical Counseling & Spiritual Formation

4. Pastoral & Church-Based Care

5. Children & Adolescents

6. Parenting and Family Dynamics

7. Relationships, Communication and Conflict Resolution

8. Marriage Counseling, Mentoring and Enrichment

9. Healthy Sexuality

10. Ethnicity, Global Issues and Special Populations

11. Clinical Assessment, Research and Treatment

12. Counseling Skills and Techniques

13. Neuroscience, Psychiatry and Behavioral Medicine

14. Addictions and Recovery

15. Ethics, Advocacy and Public Policy

16. Life Coaching, Mediation and Consulting

17. Christian Psychology, Models and Theories

18. Leadership Coaching and Organizational Psychology

19. Technology and Social Media, Publishing and 

Practice Management

20. Men’s and Women’s Issues

21. The Military, Combat Trauma and Resiliency

22. Aging, Baby Boomers and Later-life Challenges

23. Health, Wellness and Positive Psychology



Supported with a generous grant from:

with RESPONDENTS:

ROBIN COLLINS

NANCY DUVALL

EMILY ESCH

STEWART GOETZ

DOUG HUFFMAN

VELI-MATTI KÄRKKÄINEN

ERIC LAROCK

JASON MCMARTIN

JASON RUNYAN

KEVIN SEYBOLD

DAN SPEAK

  BIOLACCT

  @BIOLACCT

  @BIOLACCT

MAY 10-11, 2013
BIOLA UNIVERSITY, LA MIRADA, CALIF.

TO REGISTER FOR THE CONFERENCE, PLEASE VISIT 

CCT.BIOLA.EDU OR CALL 562.777.4081

RICHARD 
SWINBURNE 
University of Oxford 

JOEL GREEN 
Fuller Theological 

Seminary

BILL HASKER
Huntington University

BRAD STRAWN
Fuller School of 

Psycholog y

 

FEATURED PLENARY SPEAKERS:

TIM O’CONNOR 
Indiana University 

DEAN ZIMMERMAN 
Rutgers University

JOHN COOPER 
Calvin Theological 

Seminary 

JP MORELAND 
Talbot School of 

Theolog y, Biola 

University

WILLIAM HURLBUT
Stanford University

Biola University’s 
CCCCCCEEEEEEEENNNTTTTTTEEEEER for CHRISTIAN THOUGHT PPPrrrreeeesseeeennnnnnntttttttsssss:::::
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*We’ve excluded local church giving, simply because few churches are members of ecfa. 
Other studies have found that local churches are the dominant recipients of evangelical giving. 
Churches that are ecfa members rank 4th overall in the report, receiving $692 million in 2011.
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 In its most recent 
State of Giving report, the Evan-

gelical Council for Financial Accountability 
(ecfa) noted that its members received more than 

$9.8 billion in cash donations in 2011. That giving has 
held fairly steady in recent years, especially compared to other 

reports of charitable giving. But there’s a lot of volatility among in-
dividual ministries and ministry categories. (Some swings are due to 

changes in ecfa membership, but this seems to be a minor factor.) The 
data are from members’ independent fi nancial statements, not surveys.

5 LARGEST GIVING 
SEGMENTS

23 REMAINING 
GIVING SEGMENTS

5 MOST STABLE 
GIVING SEGMENTS

$9.8 BILLION 
GIVEN IN 2011

*



Research
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Food mega ministry 
‘gleaned’ money illegally
The family founders of Angel Food Min-
istries (afm), a former $140-million dis-
tributor of discounted food boxes via 
churches, have pleaded guilty to money 
laundering. An fbi investigation that be-
gan in 2007 led to a 49-count indictment 
against Joe and Linda Wingo and their 
son, Andy, alleging they used afm funds 
for personal expenses, collected kickbacks 
from vendors, and sold excess inventory 
for profi t. Related lawsuits led afm to shut 
down in 2011.

Is persecution in China 
getting better or worse?

CHINA Persecution of Chris-
tians in China increased 
signifi cantly (42 percent) in 
2012 as the nation’s Commu-

nist government carried 
out a three-phase plan to 

“completely wipe out house churches,” 
according to ChinaAid’s annual report. 
But other evangelical China watchers, 
such as China Source, attributed most 
incidents not to government hostility to-
ward Christianity but to “an authoritarian 
regime obsessed with maintaining 
stability, . . . an immature legal sys-
tem, and an [unchecked] security 
sector.” Open Doors noted China 
has dropped from the Top 10 to No. 37 
on its annual list of the world’s worst 
persecutors.

Apologies over apologies 
for prayer
Matthew Harrison, president of the Lu-
theran Church–Missouri Synod (lcms), 
admitted to causing a “debacle” after ask-
ing a Newtown, Connecticut, pastor to 
apologize for praying at an interfaith vigil 

for victims of the Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School massacre. The lcms prohib-
its members from taking part in worship 
services that blend the denomination’s 
beliefs and practices with those of other 
faiths and Christian denomina tions. Har-
rison said he was just trying to maintain 
unity in the synod but ended up “increas-
ing the pain of a hurting community.”

Catholic hospital argued 
unborn don’t have rights
One of the nation’s largest providers of 
faith-based healthcare has apologized for 
using a legal strategy that many said con-
tradicted its pro-life stance. A Colorado 
man had fi led a wrongful death lawsuit 
over the death of his wife and unborn 
twins, saying St. Thomas More Hospital 
should have performed “an emergency 
cesarean section to save the fetuses.” The 
hospital defended itself in part by noting 
that under state law, fetuses are not per-
sons with legal rights. After an uproar, the 
group apologized, stating, “Although the 
argument was legally correct, recourse to 
an unjust law was morally wrong.”

A new West vs. South 
split over sexual ethics

ETHIOPIA One of the largest and 
fastest-growing Lutheran de-
nominations severed ties with its 
Western predecessors over the 
issue of homosexuality. The Ethio-

pian Evangelical Church Makane Yesus 
(eecmy) ended its 150-year partnership 
with the Church of Sweden and its 50-
year partnership with the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America. The Feb-
ruary decision came after the eecmy
tried—and failed—to persuade the West-
ern bodies to reverse decisions to ordain 
gay clergy and bless same-sex unions.

New policy lets damaged 
churches get fema funds
In February, the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives approved legislation that allows 
churches (and other houses of worship) 
damaged by Hurricane Sandy to apply for 
part of the $50.5 billion available for re-
lief aid through the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (fema). Current 
policy does not allow churches, syna-
gogues, and mosques to receive federal 
relief aid, although religiously affi  liated 
groups may apply. The bill is also ex-
pected to pass the Senate.

Catholics and Protestants 
sign off  on baptism
Leaders of Catholic and Reformed 
churches have agreed to recognize each 
other’s sacraments of baptism, a pub-
lic step toward unity among groups that 
are divided by doctrine. The “Common 
Agreement on Mutual Recognition of 
Baptism” was signed, after seven years 
of discussion, by representatives from 
the Roman Catholic Church, the Christian 
Reformed Church in North America, the 
Presbyterian Church (usa), the Reformed 
Church in America, and the United 
Church of Christ.

Teen sex with church 
employees labeled rape
In the wake of a child sexual abuse scan-
dal at a Tulsa megachurch, Oklahoma 
lawmakers moved to classify sex be-
tween church employees and teen at-
tenders as rape—even if the relation-
ships are consensual and even if the 
teenager is 16 (the state’s age of con-
sent). Senate Bill 175 would amend the 
state’s defi nition of rape to clarify that it 
does not matter whether or not the en-
counters occur on church property. Two 
pastors at Victory Christian Center (vcc) 
will face a jury on charges of failing to 
report for two weeks the rape of a young 
girl at the church. Three other church 
employees elected to take a plea deal. 

GLEANINGS
Important developments in the church and the world.
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Church Life
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79%
Protestant 

megachurches 
(2,000+ 

attendance) 
that are growing.

20%
Protestant 
churches of 
all sizes that 
are growing.

Leadership Network

QUOTATION
MARKS

A former vcc janitor pleaded guilty last 
October to six felony sex crimes against 
children, including the rape.

Bombing on Broadway
Broadway may love scandal, but it did 
not love Scandalous: The Life and Trials of 
Aimee Semple McPherson, a Foursquare 
Church–backed production that starred 
Kathie Lee Giff ord and closed after just 
three weeks. The charitable arm of the 
L.A.-based denomination reportedly in-
vested $2 million into the show that de-
picted the life of McPherson, the 
Pentecostal movement’s founder. 
Following the show’s failure, top 
members of the Foursquare Founda-
tion’s board resigned. “The real story 
should be that a denomination is tak-
ing bold risks to fi nd new ways of get-
ting the gospel to all the world,” said 
Foursquare spokesman Brad Abare. “And 
sometimes those eff orts don’t always go 
as planned.”

Benghazi missionaries 
may face death penalty

LIBYA More than 50 missionar-
ies arrested in Benghazi, Libya, in 
February may face the death pen-
alty for charges of printing and 
distributing Christian literature 

in the Muslim nation. Four mission-
aries—one of whom is an American 
citizen—were found and arrested 
allegedly while printing thousands of 
evangelistic books. Weeks later, 48 
Egyptian traders were arrested on pros-
elytism charges. A law left over from the 
reign of Muammar Gaddafi  makes pros-
elytizing for religions other than Islam 
punishable by death.

Refugees leave church 
after deportation dropped
In February, immigration offi  cials de-
cided not to punish eight Indonesians 
who lived in a New Jersey church for 
months in order to avoid deportation. 

The “immigration fugitives” are now on 
“order of supervision,” which means the 
six men and two women—who said they 
fl ed persecution for their faith in Indone-
sia, where violations of religious freedom 
have been steadily increasing—must 
check in regularly but won’t be deported. 
The refugees lived on Reformed Church 
of Highland Park property, where doctors 
and others made house calls.

Churches off er to pay 
taxes to broke state 

JAMAICA In February, a spokes-
man for a national group 
representing most of Jamaica’s 
Christians said churches would be 
willing to pay property taxes—
even on church buildings—in 

order to generate funds for the is-
land’s federal government. The property 
taxes would be part of a process to in-
crease public revenue so the nation can 
apply for a long-term loan from the In-
ternational Monetary Fund, which would 
help repay Jamaica’s substantial national 
debt. However, churches are adamant 
they are not willing to pay taxes on 
weekly off erings.

What people gave up for 
Lent this year
For the past four years, Stephen Smith 
of OpenBible.info has mined hundreds of 
thousands of Twitter posts and compiled 
the top 100 things people say they will 
abstain from during the 40 days lead-
ing up to Easter. Aside from jokes about 
giving up “being pope,” which topped 
the 2013 list due to the timing of Pope 
Emeritus Benedict’s surprise resigna-
tion, the top 10 included swearing (No. 
2), soda (No. 3), social networking (No. 
4), alcohol (No. 5), and fast food (No. 9). 
One of the biggest risers: Instagram (No. 
10). One of the biggest losers: Chocolate, 
which fell from No. 2 in 2012 to No. 17—
perhaps because Valentine’s this year fell 
the day after Ash Wednesday.

“I have a few lessons 
to share on that point, 
and many still to learn.”
Joshua DuBois, former director of the 
White House Office of Faith-based and 
Neighborhood Partnerships, announcing 
plans to teach, speak, and write on “how 
believers can live their faith powerfully in 
the world.”

CNN

“The clearer I got on 
the kingdom of God . . . 
the more problems I 
had with American 
evangelicalism.”
Gregory Boyd, pastor and author, on his 
Minnesota megachurch’s decision to affili-
ate with either the Mennonite Church usa
or the Brethren in Christ.

Mennonite World Review

“You’d like to think 
the shelf life wasn’t 
so short.”
President Barack Obama, commenting 
at the National Prayer Breakfast that the 
event seems to have little effect on the 
political process.

White House

“Not everything in the 
‘good book’ is either 
good, or good for us.”
Eric Seibert, professor of Old Testament 
at Messiah College, arguing in a blog post 
that the Bible is sometimes “immoral.”

Patheos

“It’s probably the 
worst script I’ve 
ever read.”
Tim LaHaye, on the new Left Behind film, 
starring Nicolas Cage. LaHaye had no role 
in the remake; instead, he is trying to raise 
funds for a sequel to Mel Gibson’s The 
Passion of the Christ.

ChristianPost.com
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50,768 
Total number of 
Southern Baptist 
Convention (sbc) 

congregations 
in 2011.

19.8%
Those identifying 

as an ethnicity 
other than Anglo.

36.3%
Americans 

who identify as 
non-Anglo.

North American Mission 
Board / 2010 U.S. Census

Diversity
GO FIGURE
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need more African Americans on 
the mission field,” Luter told Baptist 
Press. “I want to challenge pastor[s] 
to start with young people.”

Luter isn’t the only one thinking 
about the shortage. “I hear more talk 
from more black pastors as they’re 
trying to figure out in the new mil-
lennium if there’s going to be a black 
church and what its role will be,” 
Emerson said. 

The church suffers by the under-
representation of African Americans 
in overseas missions, he said. “Peo-
ple gifted by God to do exactly that 
are not getting to exercise that gift. 
And that gift is different from those 
gifted in ministering at home.”

African Americans would be a 
valuable addition to the ranks of 
cross-cultural missionaries, said 
Goatley. Their cultural history—more 
than their skin color—makes them 
more welcome in African nations as 
well as marginalized communities in 
Europe, he said. “[And] the experi-
ences of racism and white supremacy 
. . . would teach them to avoid better 
the paternalism that too many Anglo 
Americans show toward Africans and 
other majority-world people.”

Historically, the local community 
is where black missions has cen-
tered, Goatley said. Often African 
Americans do community outreach 
on the side while holding down a 
regular day job, he said.

But many participate in short-
term mission projects. Lott Carey 
has deployed 100 short-term mis-
sionaries overseas over the past 
three years; more than 95 percent 
were African American.

Those missionaries aren’t neces-
sarily counted anywhere, Goatley 
said.

“This does not suggest that we 
are doing as well as we should,” 
he said. “It does suggest, however, 
that one must be cautious about 
concluding that we are absent when 
the practices, communities, and 
assumptions related to missionary 
activity are born from contexts out-
side African American realities.”

T he number of black 
churches in the Southern 
Baptist Convention (sbc) 
has surged more than 80 

percent in the last decade to 3,400 
U.S. congregations. However, the 
number of African American mis-
sionaries remains tiny: Only 27 of 
the sbc’s 4,900 international mis-
sionaries are black.

That’s about half a percent in 
a missions-minded denomination 
where 6.25 percent of churches are 
African American (totaling about 1 
million members), and it isn’t likely 
to change soon, experts say.

The main reason for the dispar-
ity is that black organizations just 
cannot keep up with the financial 
capacity of white organizations to 
send missionaries overseas, said 
David Goatley, executive secretary-
treasurer at the African American 
mission agency Lott Carey.

“[African American] income is 
about 75 percent compared to our 
[Anglo American] siblings’—even 

when we have comparable educa-
tion and experience,” he said. “Our 
unemployment rate is also nearly 
twice their rate.”

And sending missionaries re-
quires raising support, Rice Univer-
sity sociologist Michael Emerson 
said. “Whites have 20 times the 
wealth of African Americans,” he 
said. “So when you go to raise sup-
port, it’s really hard because there’s 
so much less money going around.”

 Another factor is most religious 
organizations still have racial di-
vides, said Goatley. “The prospect 
of African Americans being part of 
Christian organizations with send-
ing capacity is small.”

But last year’s election of Fred 
Luter, the sbc’s first black president, 
could make a big difference. Luter 
plans to make his first mission trip 
to Africa later this year, and has 
called for more African Americans 
to consider missions.

“As sbc president, I will let [black] 
churches know that we desperately 

Missing 
Missionaries
Black churches are booming. Why they 
are not sending. By Sarah Eekhoff Zylstra
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PASSAGES

Selected
Michael Oh

As executive direc-
tor of the Lausanne 

Movement. The 
41-year-old Korean 
American is presi-
dent and founder 

of Christ Bible 
Seminary in Japan.

Died
Howard 

Hendricks
Longtime Dal-
las Theological 

Seminary profes-
sor who mentored 
many pastors and 
leaders, including 

Chuck Swindoll. He 
was 88.

Awarded
Alvin Plantinga

The prestigious 
Nicholas Rescher 

Prize for Contribu-
tions to Systematic 
Philosophy. Plant-
inga is professor 

emeritus at Calvin 
College’s philoso-
phy department.

Godly Response to Abuse in 
the Christian Environment 
(grace) gained promi-

nence in 2009 when New Tribes 
Mission (ntm) hired it to review 
sexual abuse claims. In November, 
it launched a similar third-party in-
vestigation for Bob Jones University. 
Now a Baptist missions agency has 
challenged the group’s methods and 
terminated their relationship.

Nearly two years ago, the Associa-
tion of Baptists for World Evangelism 
(abwe) hired grace to investigate 
allegations that missionary kids had 
been sexually abused in Bangladesh 
in the 1980s and that the agency had 
botched its handling of the claims.

But just weeks before the 
planned release of a final report, 
abwe announced it would work in-
stead with a new firm.

abwe raised concerns about 
grace’s professionalism and investi-
gative tactics and suggested that the 
investigators seemed intent on por-
traying the missions agency in a neg-
ative light. “As trained prosecutors . . . 
their focus appeared to be on build-
ing a case rather than finding facts,” 
Tony Beckett, abwe’s vice president 
of church relations, told ct.

Boz Tchividjian, grace’s founder 
and executive director, countered 
that abwe appeared “unwilling to 
have itself investigated” unless it con-
trolled the investigation. The agency 
refused to provide critical documents 
and other information, he said. 

“When the institution controls 
the process, there’s an inherent con-
flict of interest,” said Tchividjian, a 
former Florida child abuse prosecu-
tor and grandson of Billy Graham.

abwe said several witnesses 
voiced concerns that interviews 

by grace “were not conducted in 
a professional way or in complete 
independence and autonomy.” Beck-
ett said the witnesses had asked for 
confidentiality and thus were not 
available to ct.

Reported victims, such as Tamara 
Rice, reached by ct expressed anger 
and disappointment with abwe’s 
decision to replace grace with Pro-
fessional Investigators International 
(pii). “[pii] promises complete confi-
dentiality with their client, which is 
exactly what abwe needed to survive 
this mess,” said Rice. “So they have 
it, and the victims have nothing—
least of all any hopes of a fair and 
transparent investigation.”

Beckett said abwe desires trans-
parency and will release pii’s final 
investigative report.

Nita Zelenak, spokeswoman 
for ntm, said its relationship with 
grace ended amicably and on 
schedule in 2010, after its report on 
abuse at a Senegal missionary school 
in the 1980s. “There were concerns 
about grace’s process that came to 
light after the completion of their re-
port on the Fanda School,” she said. 
“ntm chose not to discuss those 
concerns publicly, but some of them 
mirror problems cited by abwe.”

Tchividjian said grace experi-
enced “many of the same institu-
tional self-protection obstacles” with 
ntm as with abwe, but “never re-
ceived any complaints.” ntm adopted 
more than 95 percent of grace’s final 
recommendations, he said.

The Child Safety Protection 
Network—a group of 50 mission 
agencies, faith-based ngos, and in-
ternational Christian schools that 
establishes best practices to prevent 
such abuse—declined comment to ct.

Beverly Shellrude Thompson, 
president of Missionary Kids Safety 
Net, said the conflict is predictable 
since such investigations involve 
decades-old events in locations out-
side the reach of American courts.

“For most victims, it’s the only 
[investigation] they’ll ever have. . . . 
It’s the only court the alleged 

perpetrator will go through,” she 
said. “Determining standards of 
proof and investigatory procedures is 
difficult. I am sympathetic.”

Britain may have a reputation 
for secularism, but England 
still requires students to 

have “high-quality” religious educa-
tion (re) until age 16. However, the 
proposed removal of re test scores 
from graduation requirements may 
leave schools with even less incen-
tive to teach Christianity—and other 
religions—well.

A recent poll by Oxford’s depart-
ment of education found that re
classes are often “incoherent” or lack 
“intellectual development.” Nearly 
40 percent said many teachers don’t 
know enough about Christianity to 
teach it effectively.

“[This] could affect church evan-
gelism,” said Nigel Fancourt, chair of 
the University of Oxford’s Depart-
mental Research Ethics Committee.

Even so, church leaders still sup-
port re. “You wouldn’t stop teaching 
math because it is poorly taught 
and pupils are put off,” said Trevor 
Cooley, director of the National In-
stitute for Christian Education Re-
search. “You’d teach it better.”

Krish Kandiah, an executive 
director at the UK’s Evangelical Alli-
ance, acknowledges that presenting 
a bland—or even misleading—gospel 
could hinder evangelism by provid-
ing “another level of resistance.” 
Yet most young adults who hold 
negative views about the church do 
so because of the church itself, not 
because of re lessons, he said.

So what does “better” re look like? 
Stephen Pett, editor of RE Today and 

[ continued on 16 ]

Investigator or 
Prosecutor?
Reviewing decades-old 
abuse allegations isn’t 
simple. By Bobby Ross Jr.

SEXUAL ABUSE

8

‘Incoherent’ 
Christianity
Is poor religious educa-
tion better than none at 
all? By Melissa Steffan

EDUCATION UNITED KINGDOM



C H R I S T I A N I T Y  T O D A Y   |   O c t o b e r  2 0 0 916

A recent Gallup 
report suggests 
that the number 

of religiously unaf-
filiated Americans, 

or “nones,” may 
not be growing as 
quickly as widely 

thought. The 
“nones,” who today 

represent almost 
18 percent of U.S. 
adults, grew by 

only 0.3 percent in 
2012—the smallest 

increase Gallup 
has seen since 

2008 (when they 
numbered 14.6 

percent).

Research
DISCUSSION STARTER

author of The Bible: The Big Story, 
advocates for a more effective re 
curriculum on the diversity of reli-
gious traditions and practices.

On the other hand, Nick Spencer, 
research director for Christian think 
tank Theos, places the emphasis on 
quality teachers who will convey 
both the objective and subjective 
elements of any religion.

“There are ways of communicat-
ing your Christianity through your 
relationships and pastoral care,” he 
said. “But that doesn’t come from a 
curriculum. That’s about the kind of 
person you are all the time.”

Most pastors aren’t dream-
ing of retirement, studies 
show. But for the senior 

leader of one church, retirement was 
practically unthinkable. On February 
28, Pope Benedict XVI became the 
first Roman Catholic pope in nearly 
six centuries to leave the position 

without dying in office.
In some ways, Benedict’s res-

ignation sent the most important 
message of his papacy, said Chris 
Castaldo, author of Holy Ground: 
Walking with Jesus as a Former 
Catholic. The First Vatican Council 
emphasized papal infallibility. 
However, this resignation highlights 
the pope’s vulnerability and limits, 
he said.

“Ministry is not about us as pas-
tors . . . it’s about the needs of the 
church,” he said. “When we realize 
we no longer have the strength . . . 
it’s appropriate for us to step down.”

Protestant leaders could take a 
cue from Benedict, said Will Wil-
limon, 66, who retired last year as 
a bishop in the United Methodist 
Church. He had promised to serve 
for only eight years. “I don’t want to 
stay so long that I become a liability.”

However, other leaders say pas-
tors are leaving the ministry too soon, 
and instead should be encouraged to 
stay and pass on their wisdom. 

Don Sweeting, coauthor of How 
to Finish the Christian Life, said 
many churches push out pastors too 
early. Leaders such as Billy Graham 
and the late John Stott and Chuck 
Colson show that older ministers 
can still have great impact. 

“I don’t understand why people 
say, ‘Let’s get rid of our pastor who 
is over 60,’ when the Western world 
is graying,” he said. “When churches 
prematurely put them out to pasture, 
they make a huge mistake.”

Many pastors look forward to 
retirement as a way to escape frus-
trating daily responsibilities; others 
are pushed out of the role as they 
age, said James Knapp, a professor of 
sociology at Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University who has studied 
clergy retirement.

Some pastors hope to stay in 
their roles as long as they live. Chuck 
Swindoll, senior pastor at Stonebriar 
Community Church, has said pub-
licly that “pastors don’t retire” and 
he hopes to preach until he dies. He 
declined to comment to ct.

“[Swindoll] has no plans for 
retirement, but it’s problematic for 
him to address it because there isn’t 
a biblical precedent,” said Roy Wil-
liamson, a pastor at Stonebriar.

“Often pastors’ identities are so 
tied to their jobs that they forget they 
can still serve the church after step-
ping down,” said Willimon, who now 
teaches Christian ministry at Duke 
Divinity School. “There’s an ending 
to the pastoral life. The ending is you 
get to be a disciple again.”

Is concern over the rise of the ‘nones’ overblown? 

Briefing [ from 15 ]

“We’re getting bent out 
of shape over nothing. 
Institutional affi  lia-
tion is not a spiritual 
issue—it’s a genera-
tional one. Nearly 
every membership-
based organization is 
losing members. Most 
people still come to 
faith through a rela-
tionship—regardless of 
generation.”

Charles Arn
visiting professor, Wesley 
Seminary

“Pew doesn’t show 
the same plateau, so 
I’m taking it with a 
grain of salt. I defi -
nitely think there’s a 
ceiling, though. The 
increase is a genera-
tional eff ect rooted in 
the 1960s and ’70s; 
there is little reason to 
think that the United 
States is on a direct 
path to secularism.”

Laura Olson
professor of political sci-
ence, Clemson University

“It is not a true sea 
change from seriously 
religious to unbeliev-
ing. It might actually 
helpfully clarify where 
people really stand. 
Still, behind all of this 
is a longer-term dis-
tancing of some from 
any association with 
religious faith and 
practice, which is 
signifi cant.”

Christian Smith
sociologist, University of 
Notre Dame

“It’s an important 
shift, but it’s also im-
portant not to jump 
to conclusions about 
the meaning of this 
change. Even over the 
past fi ve years, when 
the ‘nones’ have been 
going up—albeit at a 
slowing rate—there 
has been no change 
in Gallup’s measure of 
church attendance or 
importance of religion.”

Frank Newport
editor in chief, Gallup

“This is a big story. 
Usually young people 
are a little less reli-
giously observant, but 
this is a pretty sub-
stantial departure 
from the past. It’s not 
catastrophic, and reli-
gious institutions can 
adapt and think about 
what it means. But it’s 
not insignifi cant.”

Clyde Wilcox
professor of government, 
Georgetown University

“This is a major trend 
in American religion. 
Millions of young 
adults are still devout 
Christians. But as one 
of the few areas of 
‘growth’ in the realm 
of religion—most mea-
sures are down—we 
have to pay attention 
to what it means and 
why it’s happening.”

David Kinnaman
president, Barna Group

UNDER DISCUSSION Topics in the current debate.                compiled by Ruth Moon
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Quitting Time
The pope has retired. 
Should your pastor? 
By Ruth Moon

CHURCH LIFE
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n 2008, Ched Estigoy-Arza-
don, a Christian, was work-
ing as an educator in a re-
mote village in the Philip-

pines when she received a 
call from a former professor, inviting her 
to apply for a job at the University of the 
Philippines–Diliman. The job was teach-
ing educators to use “mother tongue–
based multilingual” instruction for chil-
dren—a method that’s gaining traction 
worldwide, aided significantly by Chris-
tian educators and mission groups.

In the Philippines, teachers were long 
allowed to teach only in English or Fili-
pino, the country’s two official languages. 
Students in school who spoke in their 
mother tongue—one of the 171 living 

languages on the archipelago in the Pacific 
Ocean—could be routinely fined. During 
this time, millions of students dropped out, 
or started parroting or rote memorizing, all 
the while not really learning to communi-
cate in English or Filipino.

To reverse this pattern, Estigoy-Arzadon 
joined a national campaign to overturn 
the 35-year-old law that favored English 
and Filipino. 

The campaign raced ahead with a broad 
cross-section of Christian and government 
support, including from Congressman 
Magi Gunigundo and Higher Education 
Commission deputy director Napoleon 
Imperial, who both come from a Christian 
background. Others, such as the mother-
daughter team Mel Awid and Leslie Gumba 

with the ministry Translators Association 
of the Philippines, helped dozens of volun-
teers hold local meetings and persuade 
legislators to enact these reforms.

In 2009, their efforts paid off: Lawmak-
ers passed major educational reforms, and 
this academic year, an additional law 
launched mother-tongue teaching for chil-
dren ages 5 to 17. The new laws touch 
500,000 Filipino public school teachers 
and about 21 million students. 

“As far as I know, it is the first law in the 
world that recognizes the use of all local 
languages and cultures in basic education,” 
Estigoy-Arzadon, now an assistant educa-
tion professor and active in the Navigators 
ministry, told Christianity Today.

The success story in the Philippines is 

First Language First
Christians make real education possible for 21 million Filipino students.
By Bob Smietana
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Class Act: A first-grade teacher instructs 
students to read in their native language. 
Many Filipino minority languages have 
fewer than 50,000 speakers.

EDUCATION



just one of several popping up globally, as 
mother-tongue instruction in reading, math, 
and science is becoming a major global 
trend. In 2007, 144 nations endorsed the un 
Declaration of Indigenous Rights that in-
cludes the right of indigenous people to be 
educated in their own language. By commit-
ting to teach in children’s native tongue, 
leaders from organizations as diverse as the 
un, sil International, and Wycliffe Bible 
Translators hope to achieve a 50 percent 
increase in global adult literacy by 2015.

Worldwide, about 775 million people 
(mostly women) cannot read or write, ac-
cording to the un agency unesco. Literacy 
by age 15, the global standard, is a chal-
lenge in Africa and Asia. In the nation of 
Burundi, for example, extreme poverty 
makes education difficult across the board. 
But even in developed nations with lit-
eracy rates above 90 percent—such as the 
United States—illiteracy remains an unre-
solved problem in many communities. 

Moreover, failing to read in one’s native 
language sends a negative message: that 

the language and culture of native-language 
speakers are second-class, unworthy of 
widespread use.

Learning to read and then to write in 
one’s mother tongue sends the opposite 
message. It reinforces the teaching that all 
people—and all languages—reflect the im-
age of God.

READING FOR MEANING
Being literate means having access to the 
Word of God, says Diane Dekker, a transla-
tor and literacy expert with Wycliffe, 
which has long taught literacy alongside its 
translation work. With her husband, Greg, 
and language consultant Catherine Young, 
Dekker has worked with minority-language 
speakers in the Philippines.

Reading Scripture is more than just 
decoding words on a page, says Dekker. 
For the Bible to take hold in people’s lives, 
readers have to be able to personally con-
nect to the text.

“It’s not just a historical document talk-
ing to somebody else,” said Dekker. “This is 
Christ talking to me, and I should respond.”

Getting that kind of response is chal-
lenging. Beyond the basic problem of illit-
eracy, oftentimes people in the developing 
world first learn to read a language they 

don’t speak. That was the case in Lubua-
gan, Philippines, where the Dekkers 
worked for 15 years.

This is not a new problem. Missionary 
Frank Laubach created the  “each one, 
teach one” method in the 1920s during his 
time with the Maranao people on Mind-
anao, the second largest island in the Phil-
ippines. Once Laubach learned the Ma-
ranao language, he worked with locals to 
create a dictionary of Maranao words. 
Then he taught a small group of people to 
read, and they passed on what they learned. 
Laubach’s method has since been used in 
both rich and poor nations to teach an esti-
mated 60 million to read.

Today, 92 percent of the population of 
the Philippines can read. But people are 
not always literate in their first language. 
And that, the Dekkers discovered, nega-
tively impacts reading comprehension—
and how what they read affects their lives.

The Dekkers conducted a survey when 
they first arrived in Lubuagan. They found 
that children in the community of about 
15,000 were not learning to read until late 
in elementary school.

Children in Lubuagan grow up in a 
multilingual culture. They speak Lubuagan 
at home but learn a national language and 
an international language, in this case Fili-
pino and English, at school.

In school, they learn to read in a lan-
guage they don’t really understand, says 
Dekker. That makes it difficult for them to 
understand what they are reading. 

“When people grow up learning to read 
first in a language they don’t yet speak, 
they often miss the concept that reading is 
supposed to be a meaningful activity,” she 
said. “They can learn to decode, but they 
have no idea what they are learning.”

The Dekkers soon became advocates 
for mother-tongue, multilingual education. 
Multilingual means people speak three 
languages: their mother tongue, a national 
language, and an international language. 
But children learn to read first in their 
mother tongue—the language they speak 
and, more important, think in. Then they 
learn to converse in a second language and 
understand how that second language 
works before learning to read in it.

“It’s a step-by-step process rather than 
a sink-or-swim process,” she said.
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Creating Content: In Lubuagan, Philippines, 
teachers edit new mother-tongue books. By 
teaching children in their mother tongue, 
advocates hope for a 50 percent increase in 
global adult literacy by 2015.



Greg Dekker says that translation minis-
tries have at times overlooked how lan-
guage affects basic education. In 1999, the 
Dekkers worked with the school system to 
teach kindergarten and first-grade students 
to read first in Lubuagan. By 2005, they had 
enough mother-tongue classes and com-
parison classes being taught in a second 
language to collect data. The children in 
the mother-tongue classes showed a 25 to 
40 percent improvement in test 
scores across the board.

OPENING THE DOOR
Tim Stranske is addressing a sim-
ilar issue in Burundi, located just 
south of Rwanda. Stranske, assis-
tant dean of the School of Educa-
tion at Biola University, has been 
working since 2008 to improve 
test scores among children in 
Burundi, where literacy hovers 
around 67 percent. Biola became involved 
with Burundi after Regent University sug-
gested the California school to Dale Neill, 
president of the International Christian 
Chamber of Commerce. Burundi president 
Pierre Nkrunziza—a well-known evangeli-
cal—had approached Neill for help im-
proving his nation’s schools. 

In November 2008, representatives 
from Regent and Biola met with Burundi 
officials and the International Christian 
Chamber of Commerce. Biola education 
professors and an adjunct professor from 
Azusa Pacific University now travel regu-
larly to Burundi, help create curriculum, 
and address the country’s book shortage.

Burundi children first learn to read in 
Kirundi, the national language, in the first 
to fourth grades. Then in the fifth grade, 
the school switches over to French.

The switch is necessary because people 
in Burundi want to connect with the out-
side world and can’t do that by speaking 
only one language. “The rest of the world 
isn’t going to learn Kirundi,” noted Stranske.

But because of the switch, only about 30 
percent of Burundi schoolchildren pass 
their sixth-grade exams—which means only 
about 30 percent go on to secondary school.

So Stranske and some colleagues have 
developed a series of videos, filmed in Afri-
can classrooms and featuring African teach-
ers, to train teachers how to help students 

switch to a new language.
They’ve also helped convince the coun-

try’s leaders to allow all students to con-
tinue through the ninth grade, rather than 
the sixth grade, as it takes about four years 
for them to master a new language, he says.

In his visits to Burundi, Stranske says, 
he has never visited a school where every 
child had their own textbook. There is also 
a shortage of reading material for young 

children.
“There is no Dr. Seuss of Burundi,” said 

Stranske. Books written in English, French, 
or languages from other developed nations 
don’t work well with Burundi children, 
says Stranske, because they can’t relate to 
the content of those books.

One video lesson created by Stranske 
and his colleagues encourages teachers to 
write new books, with input from their 
students. The teacher and children brain-
storm story ideas. Then the teacher writes 
the story, and the children illustrate the 
pages. The stories are then copied so that 
the children have more books to read.

Literacy is vital, says Stranske, because 
the problem extends beyond the school 
years. When people can’t read, their world 
shrinks. 

“If you are not literate, you can farm but 
you can’t read a repair manual,” he said. 
“Literacy opens the doors to other worlds. 
It’s critical for children to expand their 
horizons.”

By helping children to better read and 
write, Stranske says, he hopes they can 
share their own stories online or in print 
media, and can gain more direction over 
their lives. Experts expect the demand for 
effective literacy programs will continue for 
years. More developing nations are offering 
free public education, so primary school 
enrollments are surging. In sub-Saharan 

Africa, primary school enrollment spurted 
ahead 42 percent from 2000 to 2007, the 
greatest rate of increase worldwide.

LEARNING TO LOVE SCRIPTURE
Meanwhile, Laubach’s native-tongue 
method is bearing fruit stateside, among 
residents who never learned to read in 
English. The Nashville Adult Literacy 
Council (nalc) uses it to serve about 1,800 

people each year. Half are immi-
grants and half are U.S.-born 
adults.

The council currently has 300 
Nashville residents on a waiting 
list to receive a tutor. The list has 
grown as factories have shut 
down and people have been laid 
off from jobs that didn’t require 
much reading, says executive 
director Meg Nugent. To find 
new work, people often have to 

learn basic skills in order to fill out applica-
tions and send résumés. 

Until four years ago, Valerie Brown, 58, 
a hotel housekeeper, had gotten by with 
hiding the fact that she couldn’t read. Like 
1 in 8 adults in Nashville, according to the 
National Assessment of Adult Literary, she 
lacked basic literacy skills.

Then she decided to make a change. “As 
I got older, it didn’t matter anymore,” she 
said. “If you need help, ask for it. I figured 
out that it isn’t going to kill you.”

Flora Sanes has been Brown’s tutor since 
August 2011. She says her work is just as 
much about building up Brown’s confidence 
as it is about teaching her how to read.

Sanes’s lifelong love of reading and her 
faith are why she volunteers. She quotes 
John Wesley for inspiration: “Do all the 
good you can. By all the means you can. In 
all the ways you can. In all the places you 
can. At all the times you can. To all the 
people you can. As long as ever you can.”

For Brown, learning to read has allowed 
her to understand more of Scripture. Most 
nights before going to sleep, she reads the 
Bible.

“I can read the Bible better than any 
other book,” she said.

Bob Smietana covers religion for The

Tennessean, based in Nashville. Additional 

reporting by ct editorial staff.
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‘It is the fi rst law in the 
world that recognizes the 
use of all local languages 
and cultures in basic edu-

cation.’ 
~ Ched Estigoy-Arzadon, education professor



It’s Just You and Me, Lord
It’s Just You and Me, Lord offers 

heartfelt prayers to inspire and 
encourage women no matter where 
they are in life’s journey. Addressing 

common issues and providing practi-
cal prayers, Scripture, and quotes, 

author Marion Stroud reminds read-
ers that God is always available to 
listen to whatever we need to say.

The Power of a Praying 
Wife Devotional Journal
God is waiting for you. This 
beautiful journal provides a place 
to share your hopes, dreams, and 
desires for your life, your marriage, 
and your husband with Him.

Carefully chosen Scripture verses 
and Stormie’s heartfelt prayers will 
inspire and encourage you as you 
write down thoughts and prayers 
from your own spiritual journey. 

Common English Bible  
for Mothers

The perfect gift for moms and grandmoms, 
this Bible contains 32 additional pages of 
inspirational quotes and places for family 

records and other treasured memories. 

fabric wrapped in a leather-like band with 
the words “Holy Bible” stamped in silver. 
Presentation pages and ribbon markers 

complete the package. 

CommonEnglishBible.com

Special Advertising Section

To order visit MomsDadsGrads.com



The ESV Study Bible™

The ESV Study Bible™ was created 
to help people understand the 

Bible in a deeper way. Combining 
the best and more recent 

evangelical Christian scholarship 
with the highly regarded ESV text, 

it is the most comprehensive study 
Bible ever published.

ESV Single Column  
Journaling Bible
The ESV Single Column Journaling 
Bible text is laid out in an easy-to-
follow, single-column format with 
ruled lines in extra-wide margins. 
With high-quality Bible paper and 
cover materials, the Single Column 
Journaling Bible is a durable 
edition for anyone who wants to 
capture notes, prayers, or personal 

In Quietness  
and Confidence
Speaking directly to the heart of 
men, David Roper encourages you 
to break away from the busyness 
of life and spend some time 
each day with God. In this 31-day 

meditations, Scripture selections, 
and relevant quotes on the topics 
of purity, courage, legacy, and love. 
Encounter God’s Word!

Common English Bible 
Life Gear for Grads
An ideal gift for the high-school 
or college graduate, this Bible 
provides spiritual and life insights 
relevant to this special time in 
a person’s life. The package 
includes a Bible with a designer 
cover in complementary blues 
as well as a separate booklet 
with life lessons ranging from the 
humorous to the inspirational. 

CommonEnglishBible.com

Common English Bible  
for Daily Prayer
With this Bible dedicated to the practice of 
prayer, readers will experience a thoughtful, 
devotion-like exploration of praying. It includes 
80 additional pages of prayers and practices 
for praying as well as 16 full-color pages with 
inspiring devotions and spiritual formation 
experiences. With a sophisticated brown-on-
brown burnished cover, this Bible is great for 
small groups and for personal study.

CommonEnglishBible.com

Special Advertising Section

To order visit MomsDadsGrads.com
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National        
  Tragedy

[ C O V E R  S T O R Y   ]

Grief Blooms: The faces 
of the 26 Sandy Hook 
victims are seen on a 
pole in Newtown, Con-
necticut. Towns across 
the U.S. have pledged 
their own memorials, 
prayers, and fundraisers.
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t’s my own fault, writing a 
book titled Where Is God When 
It Hurts? In the more than three 
decades since publishing it, I’ve 
been asked to address the question 
dozens of times and in daunting cir-
cumstances—none more daunting, 
perhaps, than what I faced last year.

In March I visited churches in 
the Miyagi Prefecture of Japan, one 
year after a tsunami slammed into 

the island with the velocity of a 
passenger jet, snapping railroad 

tracks and scattering ships, houses, and airplanes across 
the ravaged landscape. In its wake, with 19,000 dead 
and whole villages swept away, a busy nation with scant 
time for theological questions could think of little else.

In October I spoke in Sarajevo, a city in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina that went four years without heat and elec-
tricity and with little food and water as it endured the 
longest siege in modern warfare. Ten thousand residents 
died from daily sniper fire and grenades and mortars that 
fell from the sky like hail. “The worst thing is, you get 
used to the evil,” one survivor told me. “If we knew in 
advance how long it would last, we would probably have 
killed ourselves. Over time, you stop caring.”

Then, after Christmas, I accepted perhaps the hardest 
assignment of all—not in terms of quantity of suffering 
(can it ever be quantified?) but in the sheer intensity of 
horror. I addressed the New England town of Newtown, 
Connecticut, a community reeling from the murder of 20 
schoolchildren and 6 teachers and staff just days prior.

An ambulance driver captured the mood in Newtown 
well. “All of us on the fire and ambulance corps are vol-
unteers,” he told me. “We don’t train for something like 
this—nobody does. And my wife is a teacher at Sandy 
Hook. She knew all 20 children by name as well as the 
staff. After hiding out during the carnage, she had to 
walk past the bodies of her colleagues in the hallway.”

He paused to control his voice, then continued:

Everyone experiences grief—in the worst case the 
terrible grief of losing a child. Usually, though, you 
bear grief as if in a bubble. You go to the grocery 
store. You go back to work. Eventually that outer 
world takes over more of you, and the grief begins 
to shrink. Here in Newtown, we go to the store 
and see memorials to the victims. We walk down 
the street and see markers on the porches of those 
who lost a child. It’s like a bell jar has been placed 
over the town, with all the oxygen pumped out. 
We can’t breathe for the grief. 

I
  

Not even senseless murder 
can separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus. 

       and the 
Empty Tomb

By Philip Yancey
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BREAKING THE BELL JAR
A longtime friend whom I knew through 
Youth for Christ back in the 1970s invited me 
to Newtown. Clive Calver pastors a thriving 
church of 3,500, Walnut Hill Community, just 
outside the town of 28,000. “It is as if I’ve been 
training all my life for this role,” said Clive 
the week before Christmas. “At World Relief 
I headed a disaster response team with 20,000 employees around 
the world. Now, it’s my neighborhood and church members who 
are directly affected.”

As I pondered what to say to the sorrow-drenched community, 
I felt my faith strangely affirmed, not shattered. Trust me, I know 
well the nagging questions about a good and powerful God that crop 
up when suffering strikes, and my writing attempts to address those 
questions. With Newtown, though, I was drawn back to Bishop Des-
mond Tutu’s writings on his experience in South Africa. As head of 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, he braced himself for a 
test of his theology, in part because “good Christians” had carried out 
so many of the crimes in his country (apartheid being the brainchild 
and official doctrine of the Dutch Reformed Church there). Day after 
day, Tutu heard eyewitness testimonies from the victims of brutal 
assaults. Afrikaner agents beat suspects senseless and shot them in 
cold blood. Blacks “necklaced” collaborators, hanging tires around 
their necks and lighting them on fire. 

Yet after two years of listening to such horrific accounts, Bishop 
Tutu came away with his faith strengthened. The hearings convinced 

him that perpetrators are morally accountable, that good and evil are 
real and that they matter. Despite the relentless accounts of inhu-
manity, Tutu emerged from the hearings with this conviction: “For 
us who are Christians, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
is proof positive that love is stronger than hate, that life is stronger 
than death, that light is stronger than darkness, that laughter and 
joy, and compassion and gentleness and truth, all these are so much 
stronger than their ghastly counterparts.” As if by negative image, 
the events at Sandy Hook also affirmed Tutu’s experience.

As a kind of theological counterpoint, I had been reading New 
Atheists and evolutionary biologists who would categorically reject 
Tutu’s views. Richard Dawkins, for example, believes the universe 
has “precisely the properties we should expect if there is, at bottom, 
no design, no purpose, no evil and no good, nothing but blind, pitiless 
indifference.” Evolutionary biologist Stephen Jay Gould describes 
humans as “a cosmic accident that would never arise again if the tree 
of life could be replanted.” According to these and other modern 
scientists, we are no more than complex organisms compelled by 
selfish genes to act out of self-interest.

Tragedy rightly calls faith into question, but 
it also affi  rms faith. It is good news that we are 
not the random byproducts of a meaningless 
universe, but rather creations of a loving God 
who wants to live with us forever.
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“Is that what you’ve seen here?” I asked those gathered at Walnut 
Hill. Despite the blizzard that descended upon Newtown the weekend 
after Christmas, more than a thousand turned out for meetings on 
Friday and Saturday nights, and a thousand more came on Sunday. 
The mood was somber, the wounds fresh exactly two weeks after 
the mass shooting. Some had recently been in that very sanctuary 
to attend funerals for the children, and six mothers who each lost a 
child had begun attending a Bible study in the building. As soft music 
played, church staff came onstage, one by one, to light 26 candles. 

Four of the staff had been 
counseling parents in the 
firehouse when the gover-
nor finally confirmed their 
worst fears: “There are no 

more survivors.”  
As I stood before the group gathered Friday night, Dawkins’s 

description rang all the more hollow. “I don’t think that’s what you’ve 
seen,” I said. “I have felt an outpouring of grief, compassion, and gen-
erosity—not blind, pitiless indifference. I’ve seen acts of selflessness, 
not selfishness: in the school staff who sacrificed their lives to save 
children, in the sympathetic response of a community and a nation. I’ve 
seen a deep belief that the people who died mattered, that something 
of inestimable worth was snuffed out on December 14.”

Before traveling to Newtown, I had read profiles of all the chil-
dren killed on that day of infamy—the second deadliest shooting in 
the United States (after the 2007 Virginia Tech massacre). Lives 
cut short after just six or seven years had nonetheless left a mark. I 
read about the children’s pets, their hobbies, their food allergies and 
sports heroes. Later I heard from portrait artists, quilt makers, and 

sculptors who plan to memorialize each victim. The response to Sandy 
Hook cries proof that no life, regardless how short, is insignificant.

Tragedy rightly calls faith into question, but it also affirms faith. It 
is good news that we are not the random byproducts of a meaningless 
universe, but rather creations of a loving God who wants to live with 
us forever. That “God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son” in order to reconcile with his rebellious creation. That by 
entering our world, the Son took on our sufferings and temptations, 
demonstrating in person that nothing—not even death—can separate 
us from the love of God. 

UNAVOIDABLE QUESTIONS
In Nicholas Wolterstorff’s meditation on the death of his son in a 
mountain-climbing accident, the philosopher writes, “When we have 

overcome absence with phone calls, winglessness 
with airplanes, summer heat with air conditioning—
when we have overcome all these and much more 
besides, then there will abide two things with which 
we must cope: the evil in our hearts and death.” Evil 
and death pose universal questions that are, apart 
from faith, nearly impossible to answer.

From years-long conflicts like Sarajevo to min-
utes-long horrors like Sandy Hook, the reality of 
evil keeps intruding upon human optimism. My 
home state of Colorado has seen two notorious 
shootings in recent years, one at Columbine High 
School, the other at a movie theater in Aurora. 
No one could blame poverty or poor education 
for these shooters’ actions. Like Adam Lanza, 
the 20-year-old Sandy Hook shooter, the three 
Colorado perpetrators came from comfortable 
middle-class families. The Aurora shooter was 
a top-ranked graduate student in neuroscience. 
So, what went wrong? How can a young person 
methodically shoot his classmates or strangers in 
a theater—or, beyond imagining, a classroom full 
of panicky first graders—at point-blank range?

Each major religion has its own slant on ques-
tions like these. Islam counsels submission to the 
will of Allah. (Doctors in Muslim countries tell me 
that parents rarely protest when their baby dies. 

Grieve, yes, but not protest.) Hinduism teaches that the suffering we 
endure is deserved, the result of sins committed in a previous life. 
Buddhism admits, “Life is suffering,” and advises that we embrace it.

Christianity, building on its Jewish foundations, has a view so 
nuanced as to seem paradoxical. On the one hand, it encourages 
protest against evil and death, even providing us the very words to 
use. I sometimes challenge college students to find an argument 
against God—whether in the classical atheists such as Voltaire, Ber-
trand Russell, and David Hume, or in contemporary ones such as 
Dawkins, Sam Harris, and the late Christopher Hitchens—that does 
not appear in the Bible, in books such as Job, Psalms, Ecclesiastes, 
and Jeremiah. “You are free to reject God and the way this world 
runs,” I tell students tempted to do just that. “Yet I for one respect 
a God who both gives us the freedom to reject him, let alone to cru-
cify his Son, and includes the words of rejection in our Scriptures.”

Gathered Tears: Newtown residents pray 
at Saint Rose of Lima Church the day of 
the tragedy, recalling other school shoot-
ings such as Columbine (below), which 
occurred almost exactly 14 years ago. 
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On the other hand, a shaft of hope always illuminates the Bible’s 
protest literature. Christianity stakes its claim on the belief that God 
will one day conquer evil and death. Until that day of final resolu-
tion, the case against God must rely on incomplete evidence. In the 
meantime, we pray with Jesus that God’s will “be done on earth as 
it is in heaven” while we vigorously oppose the evil and suffering 
that oppose the will of God.

In an op-ed after Sandy Hook, New York Times columnist Ross 
Douthat noted the famous scene in The Brothers Karamazov in which 
Ivan rejects a God who tolerates the suffering of children. In Japan 
I spoke with a woman who had left her two children, ages 4 and 7, 
with their grandmother on her first day at a new job. She is now 
punishing herself because the grandmother was unable to help the 
children escape the tsunami. In Sarajevo I stood on a hill where snip-
ers targeted children who had to dash across a clearing to fetch water. 

In Newtown, a grieving mother told me, “By instinct I 
reach out across the dinner table to hold my daughter’s 
hand and feel empty air. I kissed her goodbye and put 
her on the school bus, never knowing I would not see 
her again.” Ivan’s objection echoes through the ages: 
Is this world, even a restored world, worth the pain it 
encompasses?

After talking to parents in Newtown who lost a son or daughter, 
I have a clue to the answer. If you ask them—“The six or seven years 
you had with your child, were they worth the pain you feel now?”—
you will hear a decisive “Yes.” As the poet Alfred Lord Tennyson 
wrote after the death of a young friend, “ ’Tis better to have loved 
and lost than never to have loved at all.” Perhaps God feels the same 
way about us, his fallen creation.

The apostle Paul could not have been clearer about the need for 
ultimate restoration, the only solution that might silence protest and 
restore justice to a badly tilted planet. “If there is no resurrection of 
the dead, then not even Christ has been raised,” he writes. “And if 
Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your 
faith.” Going further, the apostle who devoted his life to a single cause 
bluntly admits, “If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of 
all people most to be pitied” (1 Cor. 15:13–14, 19).
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God has chosen to respond to our pre-
dicament not by waving a magic wand 
to make evil disappear, but by joining us 
and absorbing it in his very person.
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In Newtown I asked the familiar question 
with a slight change: Where is no-God when 
it hurts? The answer: As cosmic accidents, we 
live meaningless lives in a universe of random 
events and detached indifference. The par-
ents who lost a child at Sandy Hook recoil 
from such a conclusion. Following the apostle 
Paul, most of them hold tightly to the hope 
that the existence of their son or daughter 
did not end on December 14, 2012; rather, a 
loving God will fulfill the promise to make 
all things new.

One mother told me that as she sat in the 
firehouse for agonizing hours, awaiting word 
of her daughter, she had a single overwhelm-
ing thought: Your daughter is safe. “As the min-
utes dragged by,” she said, “I had a clearer 
understanding of where that safe place may 
be, but I never once doubted.” A few weeks 
later she wrote, 

When I close my eyes I see [my daughter] 
cradled in the palm of his hand. . . . She is 
sending us comfort in ways that only God’s 
angels could know how. She is with God, 
she is at peace. When I could not find her, 
I felt a calm fill my heart and I knew in that 

moment she was with God. I knew that she was safe, safer than 
I could ever make her.

In my talks in Newtown, I read a poem by Friedrich Rückert, a 
German writer who, after the loss of his two children to scarlet fever, 
penned 428 poems in a manic outpouring of grief. The composer 
Gustav Mahler set five of them to music in Kindertotenlieder (“Songs 
on the Death of Children”). “Now the sun wants to rise as brightly 
as if nothing terrible had happened during the night,” begins one. 
How dare the sun break through the dark fog of grief!

The last song ends with the same hope that brought solace to a 
grieving Newtown mother:

In this weather, in this storm, 
I would never have let the children out, 
I was anxious they might die the next day: 
now anxiety is pointless.   

In this weather, in this windy storm, 
I would never have sent the children out. 
They have been carried off, 
I wasn’t able to warn them!

In this weather, in this gale, in this windy storm, 
they rest as if in their mother’s house: 
frightened by no storm, 
sheltered by the Hand of God. 

HOPE ON HOLY SATURDAY
Where is God when it hurts? My first answer centers on the holiday 
celebrated 11 days after Sandy Hook. For whatever reason, God has 
chosen to respond to our predicament not by waving a magic wand 
to make evil and suffering disappear, but by joining us and absorbing 
it in his very person.

In the Message, Eugene Peterson translates the familiar verse in 
John’s prologue as, “The Word became flesh and blood, and moved 
into the neighborhood.” What kind of neighborhood did Jesus move 
into? I asked the folks in Newtown. The Currier and Ives scene of 
pristine lawns and Victorian frame houses? Oh no—this neighbor-
hood, as Matthew reminds us: “A voice is heard in Ramah . . . Rachel 
weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they 
are no more.” The Christmas story includes a setting much like the 
bell jar over Newtown. Scholars tell us that the small town of Beth-
lehem likely had around 20—20!—children of the age that Herod 
slaughtered. In the end, God, “who did not spare his own Son, but 
gave him up for us all” (Rom. 8:32), lost a child too. God knows some-
thing of the grief that Newtown and the nation feel—and Sarajevo, 
and the Miyagi Prefecture, and every place named on the map of a 
planet soaked in evil and death. As it turns out, Newtown is actually 
a very Old Town.

Jesus’ life story is one of suffering purposely accepted into the 
Godhead. Emmanuel, God with us: God has not abandoned us in 
our distress. For this reason, I cringe when I hear some Christian 
leaders pontificate after disasters—whether human-caused tragedies 
like Sarajevo and Sandy Hook or “natural” ones like tsunamis and 
Superstorm Sandy—by blaming public schools or gay rights or other 

How to Stop It: Two of the deadliest U.S. shoot-
ings, Virginia Tech (below) and Aurora, Colorado 
(left), ignited waves of debate about gun vio-
lence, which President Obama condemned in his 
recent State of the Union address.
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items on their personal agenda. Jesus never offered such glib theories, 
which only serve to amplify grief. He responded with comfort and 
healing, as should we.

Which leads to my second answer to the question, Where is God 
when it hurts? God is now in the church, his delegated presence on 
earth. Indeed, the question might be rephrased, “Where is the church 
when it hurts?” In Japan I 
met retired contractors and 
construction workers who 
had arrived with the char-
ity Samaritan’s Purse to 
rebuild houses swept away. 
“We don’t proselytize,” one 
told me. “We don’t need to—
the people know why we’re 
here. Just before handing 
owners the key to their new 
home, we ask if we can pray a 
blessing on the house. So far 
no one has turned us down.”

In Sarajevo an order 
of Franciscans has stayed 
behind to serve the poor 
and work for peace even as 
most other Christians have 
fled. In Newtown, the Walnut Hill 
community has set up a reserve fund 
for future needs, such as providing 
counseling for the surviving children. 
“We’re not going anywhere,” Clive 
told me. “Our church is committed 
for the long haul.” 

In New Orleans, crews from 
Texas churches still spend weekends rebuilding houses destroyed by 
Hurricane Katrina, long after government aid dried up. If the church 
does its job, people don’t torment themselves with the question, Where 
is God when it hurts? They know the answer. God becomes visible 
through God’s people, who live out the mission that Paul expressed 
so well: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in 
all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the 
comfort we ourselves receive from God” (2 Cor. 1:3–4).

The final answer to the question, however, hinges on God’s pledge 
of future restoration. “I go to prepare a place for you,” Jesus told the 
disciples, readying them for heartache. If Jesus was misguided about 
our future abode, we his followers are among all people most to be 
pitied, and the words of protest in Job, Psalms, and the Prophets 
will resound through a vacuous universe for eternity. On the other 
hand, we who have heard the sound of laughter from the other 
side of death know how the story ends: “And God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the 
former things are passed away. . . . Behold, I make all things new” 
(Rev. 21:4–5, kjv).

One commentator worried that Newtown had forever “spoiled” 
Christmas, as Virginia Tech and Columbine had spoiled Easter. 

Perhaps, if you celebrate them merely as holidays rather than as 
real events, heralds of God’s rescue plan for a broken planet  . I sense 
that the parents of Newtown, who forever will experience Christmas 
as a time of heartache, will increasingly set their sights on Easter. 

Those whom we love, we keep alive in memory. Some Newtown par-
ents will maintain their child’s room just as it was left. All will keep frag-

ments of memory: photos, 
videos, favorite toys. Those 
of us who believe in Jesus’ 
promise place our faith in a 
sovereign God who can do 
far more: not merely keep 
alive in memory but bring to 
new life the actual persons of 
Emilie, Dawn, Daniel, Char-
lotte, Josephine, Catherine, 
Jack, Dylan, Lauren, and all 
the others.

Holy Week offers the 
template. On Good Friday 
Jesus absorbed the worst 
of what Earth has to offer, 
a convergence of evil and 
death in an event of pro-
found injustice. Easter 

Sunday gave a sure and certain sign 
of contradiction, demonstrating that 
nothing can withstand the healing 
force of a loving God. We live out 
our days, though, on Holy Saturday, 
aware of the redemptive power of 
suffering while awaiting the resto-
ration power of creation made new.

After the Resurrection, as the gospel spread across the Roman 
Empire, early Christians continued to die, of course, like everyone 
on this fallen planet. Gradually, though, death was tamed, losing its 
sting. Burying places for the dead were moved from pagan mauso-
leums and graveyards on village outskirts to cemeteries—literally 
“sleeping places”—in shady parish churchyards. The move was more 
than symbolic, for it expressed a profound faith in the Easter hope 
of resurrection.

John Donne, a prolific poet and Anglican priest who buried hun-
dreds during the worst years of bubonic plague, and indeed thought 
himself fatally infected, wrote this defiant declaration:

Death be not proud, though some have called thee
Mighty and dreadfull, for, thou art not so . . . 
One short sleepe past, wee wake eternally,
And death shall be no more; death, thou shalt die.

This Easter, the death of death itself is a message that Newtown, 
and the world, needs to hear once more.

Philip Yancey, a ct editor at large, is the author of several award-winning 

books, including most recently What Good Is God?: In Search of a Faith That 

Matters (FaithWords).
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I sense that the parents of 
Newtown, who forever will 

experience Christmas as a time 
of heartache, will increasingly 

set their sights on Easter.
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Lord, who createdst man in wealth and store, 

     Though foolishly he lost the same, 

           Decaying more and more, 

                 Till he became 

                       Most poore: 

                       With thee 

                 O let me rise 

           As larks, harmoniously, 

     And sing this day thy victories: 

Then shall the fall further the flight in me. 

My tender age in sorrow did beginne 

     And still with sicknesses and shame. 

           Thou didst so punish sinne, 

                 That I became 

                       Most thinne. 

                       With thee 

                 Let me combine, 

           And feel thy victorie: 

        For, if I imp my wing on thine, 

Affliction shall advance the flight in me. 

E  aster Wings B Y  G E O R G E  H E R B E R T
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oetry reminds us that theology is never fi nished business—that there’s always more than 

one way of saying something without being false to the truth. Theological writing tends to fl atten 

dynamic realities. Rowan Williams, an accomplished theologian and poet, observes that poetry piles the 

pressure on theology—through imagery, sound, form, and fi gures of speech—to release wonder from the familiar. 

Poetry helps us penetrate the truth more deeply and embrace it more passionately. And, if “masterpieces should 

be kept for High Holidays of the Spirit,” as the poet W. H. Auden wrote, then a great poem deserves our careful 

attention at Eastertime. 

“Easter Wings” comes from The Temple (1633), a posthumous collection of poems by the 17th-century Anglican 

minister George Herbert. Originally published on two facing pages, the lines appeared sideways to evoke birds 

fl ying upward, wings outspread, as if to symbolize eternity. In a horizontal presentation, like the one at left, the 

lines evoke an hourglass fi gure, which connotes time. This contrast is fi tting because Easter should be regarded as 

a kairos: an in-breaking of eternity within the fl ux of time, and the Greek word that Paul and other early Christians 

used for the coming kingdom of God.

Herbert invites us to explore the kairos of Easter through the metaphor of fl ight. Easter arrested our downward 

fall to death and began our upward fl ight in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Each stanza contains two halves: the 

fi rst marks a descent while the second marks an ascent. In the fi rst stanza, the speaker recalls how the riches of man 

at Creation were squandered in the Fall, making him “most poore.” In the second stanza, he testifi es to the way 

his own affl  iction—“sorrow,” “sicknesses,” “shame,” and “sinne”—has made him “most thinne.” Descent is 

visualized by thinning lines. 

In the middle of both stanzas are two momentous words: with thee. These two words are the center 

of the poem’s energy, its kernel of truth. At the point of greatest frailty, the sinner’s 

“decaying” is reversed through union with the death and resurrection of Christ, through 

Christ being “with thee.” Here Herbert draws on Paul’s teaching: “Now if we died with 

Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been 

raised from the dead, dies no more” (Rom. 6:8–9, nkjv, emphases added). The 

all-important preposition reminds us that ascent is not possible on our own strength. 

Does this imply a hijacked fl ight, as if God takes over the cockpit, relegating Christians to the passenger 

cabin? On the contrary, Herbert off ers a vision of combined fl ight (“Let me combine, / And feel thy victorie”). 

Behind the lines of poetry is a biblically saturated mind that recognizes that Christ rises fi rst, according to this 

messianic text: “To you who fear My name / The Sun of Righteousness shall arise / With healing in His wings” (Mal. 

4:2, nkjv). Then, and only then, the Christ follower rises: “Those who wait on the Lord / Shall renew their strength; / 

They shall mount up with wings like eagles” (Isa. 40:31, nkjv). 

Beautifully improvising on this imagery, Herbert compares the rising soul to larks, who are known for their 

exuberant songs during fl ight. After the horror of Good Friday and the radical uncertainty of Holy Saturday, the 

disciple beholds an empty tomb on the morning of Easter Sunday. The triumphant Christ gives him a new song like 

“the lark at break of day arising / From sullen earth, sings hymns at heaven’s gate” (Shakespeare, Sonnet 29). Christ’s 

victories over sin, death, and Satan fi ll the disciple’s mouth with praise, enriching previously impoverished lines. The 

poet also compares the redeemed sinner to an injured falcon, whose fl ight is restored when feathers are engrafted 

(“imped”) on its wings. The feathers for his fl ight come from Christ’s healing wings.

At the end of each stanza, Herbert, against intuition, welcomes the Fall because it produces redemption. This is 

the paradox that Augustine of Hippo called felix culpa or “fortunate fall”: “God judged it better to bring good out of 

evil, than not to permit any evil to exist.” Instead of lamenting our Paradise lost, with all its “wealth and store,” we 

should rejoice in “the unsearchable riches of Christ” (Eph. 3:8, nkjv). On Easter, Jesus stops our nosedive to hell and 

equips us to fl y heavenward, taking wing on his promise that “after a little while you will see me” ( John 16:16). 

Christopher Benson teaches literature at the Cambridge School of Dallas. His blog is found at Bensonian.org.
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CLASSIC 
               POEM 
       TELLS—
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HOW CHRIST’S
           RESURRECTION 
       LIFTS US INTO 
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rick warren  is going to the moon. Over ten years ago, the pastor of 
Saddleback Church in Orange County, California, authored The Purpose 
Driven Life, a book he wrote in about seven months while on sabbatical.

More than 32 million copies of the book have since been sold, making 
it the best-selling nonfiction hardback in history and catapulting the 
59-year-old Southern Baptist onto the global media stage. He’s been 
anointed as the next Billy Graham—as well as pilloried in the media as 
antigay, a schmoozer with dictators, and a false teacher.

This year, Warren is republishing The Purpose Driven Life with fresh 
material, and launching a public campaign based on the book’s subtitle: 
“What on earth am I here for?” Warren describes his Peace Plan, the 
global outreach effort connected to the book, as the equivalent of Presi-
dent Kennedy’s moon shot—putting a man on the moon within a decade. 
Warren’s focus is the 3,400 people groups without Christians or a Bible 
in their own language.

Warren has set the deadline for reaching these 3,400 groups at the end 
of his final decade as Saddleback’s senior pastor. In 1980, Warren vowed 
to retire in 2020, after 40 years in the pulpit. He spoke recently with 
Christianity Today  senior editor, global journalism Timothy C. Morgan.

Was it really necessary to relaunch the second most translated book 
in the world, next to the Bible? 
I started spending time with the 20-something crowd, and I realized a 
girl who was 12 years old when the book came out is now 22. She needs 
to know the purpose of her life as much as her parents did.

What I learned in the past 10 years was from reading thousands of 
letters. The two greatest barriers that keep people from fulfilling their 
purpose are envy and people-pleasing. Envy is the idea that I must be 
like you in order to be happy. If I’m envying you, then I’m going to miss 
God’s purpose for my life. We live in a competitive culture where envy 
is the indoor sport of Americans—the envy trap.

The other barrier is people-pleasing, which says, “I must be liked by 
you to be happy.” I got letters from people who said, “I know what God 
wants me to do, what I should be doing with my life, but my husband 

SADDLEBACK WANTS TO 

BRING THE GOSPEL 

TO THE WORLD’S 3,400 

UNENGAGED PEOPLE GROUPS. 

WHY IT JUST MIGHT WORK.
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wouldn’t approve.” “My wife wouldn’t approve.” “My parents 
wouldn’t approve.” The fear of disapproval and the need to please 
people are barriers to living your purpose.

When I wrote Purpose Driven Life, I had absolutely no idea how 
often I was going to be tested personally by the first sentence of the 
book: “It’s not about you.” It’s really all about God, and your purpose 
is far greater than your personal fulfillment.

I had no idea that sentence would haunt me daily. People want 
to either put you on a pedestal or knock you off it, and both [places] 
are not where you’re supposed to be.

I summarize my life like this: A great commitment to the Great 
Commandment and the Great Commission will grow a great Chris-
tian. It will grow a great church. It will grow a great country. It will 
grow a great company. But primarily it will grow a great Christian.

More resources are expended on evangelism in America than in 
almost any other nation. Yet surveys say the country is becoming 
less Christian. What’s your take?
Cultural Christianity is dying. Genuine Christianity is not. The 
number of cultural Christians is going down because they never 
really were Christian in the first place. They don’t have to pretend 
by going to church anymore.

I don’t trust all the surveys out there. Newsweek did a cover on 
the decline of Christian America based on a Pew survey that said 
the number of Protestants has dropped precipitously. That’s an old 
term. It’s like saying I’m a Pilgrim. Nobody calls themselves a Pilgrim 
or a Puritan anymore. So the number of Pilgrims and the number of 
Puritans have dropped precipitously in America! That’s a straw man.

Of course Protestantism has dropped. The only people who might 
still call themselves Protestants are the liberal Protestant churches—
the ones that have died the most.

Pastors across the board seem much less infl uential in the larger 
culture than they were a generation ago. What happened?
My generation fell in love with the parachurch. My generation and 
the generation before me built all the great parachurch organizations: 
Focus on the Family, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, Wycliffe, 
Campus Crusade, InterVarsity, Young Life, Youth for Christ, and so on.

The reason why the church doesn’t have greater impact is because 
the smartest brains and the most money have gone outside the church. 
If you go to a missions conference at any Christian college, go out 
and look. There won’t be a single local church organization. It will 
all be parachurch—100 percent.

You are starting outreach in 12 cities worldwide. Some of these 
cities—London, Hong Kong, and Amman, Jordan—have had 
churches for centuries. So what’s the point?
No local church, including Saddleback, is meant to last forever. Every 
church is a living organism. The local body has a cycle of birth, growth, 
maturity, plateau, decline, and death.

New churches need to be born. We’re not going to these cities 
to replace the churches that are there. We’re going to resource the 

churches that are there. Let’s build a base in different places around 
the world, so that we can help resource and train the churches of 
that area without them having to come to America.

We use two metaphors: Mount Everest base camp and nasa. In 
1961, when Kennedy announced, “We’re going to the moon,” it was 
physically and technically impossible. They divided the effort into 
Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo.

We adopted the same phasing: Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo. Our 
“going to the moon” goal is reaching the 3,400 unengaged people 
groups. Unreached means less than 2 percent of the population is 
Christian. Unengaged—that means no Bible, no church, no Christians.

This is the final frontier. Twice Revelation says that around the 
throne in heaven will be people from every language, every nation, 
and every tribe. I take this literally. Yet there are still 3,400 unen-
gaged tribes because they’re very small. None of them have more 
than 100,000 people.

The first four years of the Peace Plan was Mercury. We sent 
4,400 of our members overseas. The whole idea was [to ask]: Can 
ordinary people go out and plant churches, equip leaders, assist the 
poor, care for the sick, and educate the next generation?

For Gemini, the goal was [to ask]: Can we practice all the stuff 
we’re going to have to do to go to the moon? We set a goal that by 
the end of 2010, Saddleback would be the first local church to go to 
every nation. There are 196 nations in the world. On November 18, 
2010, we sent our team to Saint Kitts, nation 196. I sent out 14,869 of 
our members in the Gemini phase. We learned about what we call 
“killer apps.” What’s a killer app for assisting the poor? What’s a killer 
app for caring for the sick? What’s a killer app for planting churches?

The Apollo phase—we’re going to the moon, which means we’re 
making sure that we get a church and a Bible, or at least part of the 
Scriptures, translated, and a Christian in every one of those 3,400 
unengaged people groups.

What happened to Mount Everest?
Switch metaphors: You can’t climb Mount Everest in a day. You 
have to climb up a few thousand feet and do a base camp, so that if 
you get into trouble, your team has a place to regroup.

I got to thinking that we need to put some base-camp churches 
around the world that are strong and stable, so that all the teams 
that are going to that particular area have a place that if they need 
help, they’re not coming back to America to get it.

Working in harmony with mission boards, we selected the 12 cities 
closest to the 3,400 tribes. For instance, we know that 400 of the 
unengaged tribes on that list are in Sudan. But there’s no place safe in 
Sudan to actually build, so we’re doing a base camp in Amman, Jordan. 
We’re doing a base camp in Moscow, which will be the jumping-off 
place for the unengaged people groups in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan.

For years your greatest focus overseas has been Rwanda. But 
President Kagame and his government are allegedly supporting 
rebels across the border in eastern Congo.
Remember that a number of people outside the country were part 

No local church, including Saddleback, is meant to last forever. 
New churches need to be born.
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of the genocide and absolutely hate Rwanda. People who got kicked 
out because of the genocide want the government overthrown.

Frankly, a lot of the reporting coming out on Congo isn’t true. 
People who really don’t like the Kagame government resent that in 
six years, the Rwandan poverty rate has dropped from 57 percent 
to 45 percent—amazing.

I won’t defend anything that’s indefensible. But I haven’t seen the 
facts yet. Things that I’ve seen are “reports from the un.” Honestly, 
the un has guilt-blood on its hands. I understand why the Rwandans 
don’t trust the un.

My bottom line? My trust is not in Kagame. He allowed us to do 
all kinds of stuff that couldn’t have been done any other way. My 
trust is in the churches of Rwanda, not the president. He’s a good 
man. Has he made mistakes? Probably.

Of course there are Rwandans aiding the Congo rebels. Who are 
those Rwandans? They are the genocidaires who escaped into Congo 
and have lived there since 1994.

In spite of all the flak and criticism, Rwanda for the past two years 
has been rated as the safest African country to live in. Somebody 
there is obviously doing something good.

There’s fresh debate among experts over the infl uence of religion 
on foreign policy. Some see religion as part of the problem. How 
do you see it?
There’s a religious root to every single problem on the planet. Pov-
erty has a religious root. Conflict has a religious root. Disease. All 
of these problems involve behavior, and behavior involves religion.

One of the problems we’ve had in American foreign policy is the 
unwillingness to actually name the ideology opposing us. During 
the cold war, there were clearly two ideologies: communism and 

capitalism. Today there is a radical wing of 
Islam that is a clear ideological enemy of 
America, and nobody wants to say it. So they 
talk about a “war on terror.” You can’t win a 
war on terror, because terrorism is a tool, a 
method. We don’t have a war on a method. 
We have a war on an ideology that wants to 
destroy either Israel or America or Western 
culture.

What these radical Islamists believe is not 
the same thing as the typical Muslim. The 
radical Islamist views no more represent all 
of Islam than the kkk represents Christianity.

What is the ideal strategy for the church?
Working with moderate Muslims. This is the 
whole idea of the Peace Plan: Promoting rec-

onciliation [means] to find a man of peace. I have found men of 
peace who do not at all hold to what I believe about Scripture and 
certainly aren’t Christians, but we can work together.

I still point to Rwanda. I’ve never found a country where 19 years 
ago they were hacking each other up and now they’re living side by 
side without barbed wire. They figured out something about how 
to get people who literally killed each other’s families to live next to 
each other. The reconciliation model is important.

Reconciliation is essential, but what about religious persecution? 
Saddleback has been criticized by people like Rep. Frank Wolf for 
being silent about Christians who are suff ering.
I saw that. It was hilarious. I wrote a note to him: “Frank, what are 
you talking about?” The guy who ran Open Doors is one of my former 
staff members. We’ve done three civil forums on persecution. We’re 
getting ready to do another one.

It’s estimated that 10,000 baby boomers turn 65 every day. 
Who’s going to get your job when you retire?
A year ago we started our Caleb and Timothy plans. When I started 
Saddleback in 1980, I announced that I was going to give 40 years 
to the church, then turn it over to younger leadership. At 65, I’ll still 
have more energy than any young guy. [But] they need a new face. I 
have seven more years at Saddleback. It’s no secret.

I don’t even manage Saddleback anymore. It’s managed by the 
next generation. The Caleb generation is everybody over age 40. 
The Timothy generation is everybody under 40. The Caleb genera-
tion, retiring in the next 10 years, I intend to mobilize for the Great 
Commission. I say, “You think you’re going to go home and play 
golf? Not a chance.” 8

My trust is in the 
churches of Rwanda, 

not President Kagame. 
He’s a good man. Has 

he made mistakes? 
Probably.
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egend has it that G. K. Chesterton, asked by a newspaper 
reporter what was wrong with the world, skipped over all the 
expected answers. He said nothing about corrupt politicians 

or ancient rivalries between warring nations, or 
the greed of the rich and the covetousness of the 
poor. He left aside street crime and unjust laws 
and inadequate education. Environmental degra-

dation and population growth overwhelming the earth’s carrying capacity 
were not on his radar. Neither were the structural evils that burgeoned 
as wickedness became engrained in society and its institutions in ever 
more complex ways. 

What’s wrong with the world? As the story goes, Chesterton responded 
with just two words: “I am.”

His answer is unlikely to be popular with a generation schooled to 
cultivate self-esteem, to pursue its passions and chase self-fulfillment 
first and foremost. After all, we say, there are reasons for our failures and 
foibles. It’s not our fault that we didn’t win the genetic lottery, or that 
our parents fell short in their parenting, or that our third-grade teacher 
made us so ashamed of our arithmetic errors that we gave up pursuing 
a career in science. Besides, we weren’t any worse than our friends, and 
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The Mystery 
of Original Sin
     We don’t know why 
   God permitted the Fall, 
 but we know all too well the     
    evil and sin that still plague us. 
                    By Marguerite Shuster
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going along with the gang made life a lot more comfortable. We have 
lots of excuses for why things go wrong, and—as with any lie worth 
its salt—most of them contain some truth. 

Still, by adulthood, most of us have an uneasy sense of self. What-
ever we try to tell ourselves, something in us knows that we don’t 
measure up to our own standards, let alone anyone else’s. Even if we 
think we’ve done rather well, all things considered, there remains 
a looming conclusion to our lives 
we cannot escape. Death will bring 
an end to all achievements and all 
excuses. And who among us can 
face the reality of final judgment 
with the conviction that we are 
altogether blameless?

Maybe there is something to 
Chesterton’s answer after all. In 
fact, theologian Reinhold Niebuhr 
was fond of saying that original sin—the idea that every one of us is 
born a sinner and will manifest that sinfulness in his or her life—is the 
only Christian doctrine that can be empirically verified. Everyone, 
whether a criminal or a saint, sins. Insofar as that dismal verdict is true, 
it’s hardly surprising that there is a great deal wrong with the world.

WHY DO WE SIN?
But how could such a thing be? How could sin invade and pervade 
the world that God made good? To this great question, like the other 
great question of how it could be that Christ’s death saves us, the 
Bible gives no theoretical answer. Rather, it only narrates how it 
came about. 

The account comes in Genesis 2 and 3, the second Creation 
narrative. In the first Creation narrative, Genesis 1, God celebrates 
what he has made and gives humankind a position of honor and 
responsibility. The second narrative (probably written earlier than 
the first) provides an important counterpoint, given the broken world 
we experience. In Romans 5 and 1 Corinthians 15, Paul takes up this 
second narrative to point the direction to the doctrine of the Fall. 
What happened in Eden, Paul implies, didn’t stay in Eden. What went 
wrong in the beginning marks everything that follows. Adam’s sin 
not only brings the judgment of death upon all who come after him, 
but also makes them sinners. (True, Eve gets blamed in 1 Timothy 2 
[see also 2 Cor. 11:3], but only Adam is named in Romans 5. Sin is an 
equal opportunity employer. In fact, the impulse to say, “I am not
to blame, that other one is” flows from our primal disobedience.) 

Paul doesn’t explain the cause of this universality of sin and death. 
He doesn’t blame inheritance or bad example. Indeed, he doesn’t say 
how it comes about at all. He only points to it, and comments later, in 
Romans 11:32 (hcsb), that “God has imprisoned all in disobedience” 
(with the crucial caveat that he ultimately plans to extend mercy to 
all). Somehow, God’s own decision extends the consequences of 
Adam’s sin to us all.

Note, of course, that all people actually do disobey; it’s not as if we 
are counted sinners without actually being sinners (Rom. 5:12). Still, 
something within us is corrupt from the beginning, so that we do not 
love what is good with our whole hearts but are deeply inclined to 
evil. And once our excuses are stripped away, the reason we do evil 
remains as mysterious as the turning away of Adam and Eve. The 

most honest part of us sees that we could have done differently in 
any particular case, but didn’t.

The Genesis narrative does not tell us why the Fall continues to 
affect us all. Nor do we learn why the serpent—that tempter identi-
fied by the Christian tradition as Satan—turned away from God but 
was nonetheless allowed into the Garden of Eden. But it does give 
us profound insight into the nature of sin. Consider, for instance, the 

seemingly inconsequential object 
of temptation. A piece of fruit? As 
the source of the ruin of the world? 
In Paradise Lost, John Milton has 
Satan describe the event as worthy 
of the fallen angels’ laughter. The 
corruption of humankind, so easily 
achieved! 

But is it not ever thus? The 
pregnant teenager may have only 

tried it once with her boyfriend, but her life will be forever altered. The 
aids-infected drug addict may have fallen just once for the sales pitch, 
“Try it; you’ll like it!” But having tried it, it doesn’t matter whether or 
not he liked it—the act generates its own consequences. A wonderful 
old sculpture shows Eve cupping her ear to listen to the serpent while 
her hand reaches out behind her, beyond her own sight, to grasp the 
fateful fruit. Sometimes we are determinedly ignorant of what we 
are doing; we refuse even to recognize that we are doing wrong. It 
is the small wrong step that is so easy, the small deviation from the 
path that we cannot imagine will lead us ever farther from our goal.

Another reason we succumb to temptation is that we doubt God’s 
commands. We wonder, first, whether more is off limits than really 
is, which biases us against both the core of the command and the God 
who decreed it. Some Christians, rejecting empty legalisms that are 
no part of God’s purpose for his good law, end up neglecting his actual 
commands. Eve herself is seduced into adding a prohibition against 
even touching the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, which casts 
doubt upon the reasonableness of the original command not to eat of 
its fruit (Gen. 3:3). How often Christianity’s despisers depict it as an 
uptight, sour-faced religion of “thou shall nots,” keeping its followers 
from the innocent pleasures of a delightful world. God is presented as 
a cosmic spoilsport or, worse, a malevolent being dangling enjoyments 
in front of his creatures while simultaneously affixing them with the 
forbidden label. In this way, “sinful” becomes code for something 
especially enticing, like the “sinful chocolate cake” on the dessert 
menu. Or, consider how Las Vegas flaunts its reputation as “Sin City.”

Having doubted the boundaries of God’s commands, we go on to 
doubt whether the threatened consequences of disobedience will 
really come to pass. On the surface, this doubt is understandable, 
as there seems to have been some truth in the serpent’s conten-
tion that the primal couple would not die. Certainly they did not die 
right away, even if death had indeed entered in like a silent cancer. 
Unbelief hadn’t yet metastasized to soul-suffocating proportions. 
But a consequence delayed is not a consequence denied. We can 
abuse our bodies for a long time before we actually die of what our 
doctor says will prematurely kill us. We can abuse our spirits for a 
long time, maybe even a lifetime, without seriously confronting the 
consequences of sin. But we will die in the end all the same, and 
meanwhile, unbelief leads us farther and farther away from God. 

How could sin invade the world 
that God made good? To this 

great question, the Bible gives 
no theoretical answer. It only 

narrates how it came about.



The other classic piece 
of the temptation narrative 
is its appeal to pride—its 
stirring up of doubt as to 
whether there ought to 
be any limits on human 
exploration. An old car-
toon gets the gist of it: A 
woman, fascinated by an 
Apple computer in Eden, 
hears the serpent declar-
ing, “Of course he told you 
not to touch it. Then you’d 
have all the knowledge he 
does.” As the biblical ser-
pent put it, “You’ll be like 
God.” Could God have 
a good motive for such 
a prohibition? Or only a 
petty, jealous one? Are 
there lines we should not 
cross, even in our scientific 
endeavors? Or is any such 
thought entertained only 
by oppressors with wicked, self-
interested motives? 

In any case, we can presume 
from the Genesis story that no such 
line will ever be made to hold. And 
if we want a current example of 
pride taken to its height, consider 
those who (to the dismay of many 
serious scientists) dub the Higgs 
boson the “God particle”: Knowledge, we value to a high degree. 
Wisdom, not so much. We want to decide for ourselves, and nothing 
can stop us. Another cartoon shows an angel, lightning bolt in hand, 
asking God if he should destroy the earth. God stops him, saying its 
inhabitants are doing a pretty good job of that on their own. 

The world of Genesis 3 is the world we live in. Seemingly insig-
nificant choices, unbelief, and pride are key aspects of the Genesis 
account, and of our ongoing struggle. They have a sort of universal 
character to them. Yet the question remains: Why did God allow 
such a state of affairs in the first place? Why any serpent at all? Why, 
as theologian Karl Barth asked, place a do not enter sign over an 
open door? Why not just close the door?

Barth answered his own question by saying that the open door 
with the attached prohibition represents the true state of affairs with 
respect to our relationship to God. We are asked freely to orient 
ourselves to God’s will, freely to exercise the obedience that is our 
duty as creatures. We are asked to believe, trust, and obey him even 
when there is not a reason to do so that we can wrap our minds 
around. Why might that be?

GOD BELONGS IN THE CENTER 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in his profound book Creation and Fall, adds 
to this picture. He asks why the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil, the tree with the 
forbidden fruit, should be 
placed right in the center 
of the Garden of Eden. The 
reason, he concludes, is that 
this is where God belongs 
in our lives. 

God is not a boundary 
around the edges of our 
lives, a limit to our abilities 
that we are always striving 
to surpass. Nor, we might 
add, is he the keeper of 
a boundary imposed by 
legalists who think we can 
be changed through an 
ever more encompassing 
set of rules. He belongs 
in the center. Were God 
merely an outer boundary, 
we would be left with an 
inner  boundlessness, an 
emptiness at the heart of 
things—left, that is, with-

out any true organizing center for 
our lives. It is only when our rela-
tionship of glad obedience to God 
governs everything that we will 
be truly free. Then we will find no 
need for a boundary at all. The more 
we find ourselves needing to shore 
up boundaries, or feeling driven to 
escape them, the surer we may be 

that something is wrong at the center.
The tree at the center of Eden, then, is not a malicious trap clev-

erly designed to snare the innocent and naïve. It tells us of the God 
who made us, who invites us to relate to him as who he is (and not 
on our own terms). It tells of the God who defines good and evil 
according to his infinite wisdom, a wisdom marked always by the 
grace and mercy revealed in Jesus Christ. We no longer have the 
freedom fully and freely to obey, to live in a world with nothing 
wrong with it, to be people with nothing wrong with us. We are 
corrupt, and creation suffers a curse on account of Adam and Eve’s 
lapse—and our own. 

But if, in our unending failures, we keep returning to the center, 
we will find One who will save us, and this capsizing world, from 
ourselves. As Romans 8 assures us, “The creation waits in eager 
expectation for the children of God to be revealed. For the creation 
was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will 
of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be 
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom 
and glory of the children of God.” We await that day.

 Marguerite Shuster is the Harold John Ockenga Professor of Preaching 

and Theology at Fuller Theological Seminary. She is the author of The Fall 

and Sin: What We Have Become as Sinners (Eerdmans).
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What happened in Eden 
didn’t stay in Eden. 

What went wrong in 
the beginning marks 

everything that follows.





rom countless pulpits  every week we hear an implicit message 
that has wormed its way into our minds: We lack the key to unlocking 
the secrets of Scripture because we don’t know the original languages. 

Sure, we have translations of the Bible—a lot of them, in fact. 
But pastors tell us again and again that, unlike the term in 
the Bibles in our laps, the true meaning of any given term 

in the Old or New Testament is something quite different. It’s a bit 
like pre-Reformation times, when illiterate believers had to depend 
on church authorities to tell them what the Bible said and meant.

A little overdrawn? Perhaps. But many Christians assume that they 
could glean a deeper and more profound meaning from Scripture if 
only they knew the original Greek, Hebrew, and Aramaic.

As a working translator, I have studied translation for years. And though I 
would agree that knowing the original languages is key for any other text, when 
it comes to the Bible, I don’t. In fact, I believe that translations of Scripture are 
not secondary fill-ins. Rather, they are integral to the ongoing and primary 
expression of God’s message to us.

WORDS AND THEIR WILES
We all know that words are powerful. The words spoken to us in anger as 
children can haunt us, and the tender words of those who love us can provide 
remarkable comfort for years. But we may not realize how fickle words can be. 
They are fickle because language, at its root, represents a perception of real-
ity—our perception, which isn’t necessarily shared by anyone else.

Words reflect what we believe or make believe. There is no guarantee anyone 
will ever completely understand our words—and we know from experience how 
easily they are misunderstood. Our immediate listeners typically understand 
because they share our context, but otherwise, words and their meaning can 

43 O c t o b e r  2 0 1 2   |   C H R I S T I A N I T Y  T O D A Y 

S
T

E
V

E
 S

O
N

H
E

I
M

 P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

Y

 A p r i l  2 0 1 3   |   C H R I S T I A N I T Y  T O D A Y 43

F

KNOWING 
WHAT 

THE BIBLE 
REALLY 
MEANS

W H Y  M U L T I P L E 

T R A N S L A T I O N S  M I G H T 

E V E N  B E  B E T T E R  T H A N 

S C R I P T U R E  I N  I T S 

O R I G I N A L  L A N G U A G E S .

By Jost Zetzsche

[  D I S C I P L E S H I P   ]



K N O W I N G  W H A T  T H E  B I B L E  R E A L L Y  M E A N S

C H R I S T I A N I T Y  T O D A Y   |   A p r i l  2 0 1 344

be slippery and difficult to pin down.
That’s all the more true for words that describe someone 

as mysterious as God. When Moses asked God to tell him his 
name, to reveal his identity, God told Moses what he needed to 
know: אֶהְיֶה אֲשֶֹר אֶהְיֶה (ehyeh asher ehyeh) or “I Will Be What 
I Will Be” (Ex. 3:14). But as it turns out, this divine revelation 
in human language is insufficient, as the translation by Jewish 
translator Robert Alter illustrates. Alter notes that “rivers of ink 
have since flowed in theological reflection on and philosophical 
analysis of this name,” which could also be translated as the 
more familiar “I Am That I Am,” “I Am He Who Endures,” 
and many other possibilities. 

Of course, God knew that a  name was inadequate to reveal 
his full nature, so he used a long historical narrative full of 
poetry, instruction, and visions in order to communicate who 
he is in relation to us. By studying this comprehensive work, 
the Bible, we find out about—indeed, find—God.

But language is not merely a medium to convey 
information about the story of the Bible. Language 
itself is a crucial part of the narrative, something 
core to the Bible’s very nature.

THE MEDIUM AND THE MESSAGE
In the beginning, language set divine creation in 
motion (“God said, ‘Let there be . . .’” in Genesis 
1). And in the end, Revelation 7:9 tells us, worship-
ers will stand before God “from every nation, tribe, 
people, and language” [my emphases]. According to 
the Bible, therefore, language is centrally important 
in God’s dealing with us, and ours with him. 

Between Genesis and Revelation lies the birth of 
the church, an event that in the biblical narrative is 
also marked by language—namely, language transla-
tion. According to Acts, as soon as the apostles were 
filled with the Spirit, they started to speak in languages that 
were immediately understood by the many bystanders, who 
represented “every nation under heaven” (2:5). This supernatural 
translation event marked the beginning of the great and ongoing 
mission project at whose very core lies Scripture translation.

These two short paragraphs hardly do justice to the uses of 
language in God’s purposes for us. The larger point is that he has 
spoken to people at special moments in history and employed 
written language in Scripture to communicate with us. 

EQUALLY RELEVANT TO GOD
When Paul proclaims in Galatians, “There is neither Jew nor 
Gentile,” he states one of the strongest tenets of our faith: There 
is no difference in the value of a person based on origin. In the 
same manner, there is no difference in the value of particular 
languages and how they express the Word of God. Yale his-
torian Lamin Sanneh, who has written extensively about the 
translation of the Christian message, notes, “God, who has no 
linguistic favorites, has determined that we should all hear the 
Good News ‘in our native tongue.’”

Andrew Walls, a leading British missiologist, maintains that 
the translation of the Word is a reflection of the very nature of 

Christianity. In fact, he points out that Jesus’ incarnation as 
described in John 1:14—“The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us”—is the very first act of translation. This 
divine act of translation gives us ultimate confidence in the 
further successful translatability of the Bible. As Walls says, 
“There is a history of translation of the Bible because there 
was a translation of the Word into flesh.” 

And of course, the God who  became human, who was 
translated into humanity, also used language—not just signs or 
miracles or mystical visions—to communicate divine truth to us. 

Any expression in any one language has a range of meaning, 
something that linguists call a semantic field. In the case of “I 
Will Be What I Will Be,” a variety of expressions in English—and 
in any language—can be used to convey single aspects of the 
field. But none matches the full range of meanings. Add to that 
the constantly changing nature of language and corresponding 

changes in meaning, the opinions and allegiances of translators 
to certain theologies and doctrines, and the ongoing research 
that casts new light on the source text, and you end up with 
a lot more than one translated version of the Bible for each 
language, especially in cultures with vibrant faith communities.

In English alone, we’ve had more than a dozen new main-
stream translations in the past 20 years alone. But instead of this 
confusing the meaning of Scripture, it actually gives English-
speaking Christians a rich, multilayered resource for gaining 
fresh insights on the Word of God.

But what about translations in other languages—what dif-
ference do they make to English speakers?

THE ULTIMATE CHOIR
It’s important to remember how the Revelation passage con-
cludes. Here’s how the Voice translators relay the scene:

I looked and saw a huge crowd of people, which no 
one could even begin to count, representing every na-
tion and tribe, people and language, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, wearing white robes 
and waving palm branches. They cried out with one loud 
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voice [emphasis mine]: “Salvation comes only from our 
God, who sits upon the throne, and from the Lamb.”

Based on the number of languages today, there will be more 
than 6,000 languages represented in that one loud voice. The 
sound of unimaginable harmonic complexity will be the most 
complete human expression ever to represent Christ—perhaps 
the perfect reflection of the Lamb, whom the crowd worships. 
It will certainly be language’s crowning achievement.

It’s an amazing sight and sound to anticipate. In the mean-
time, until we join the polyglot choir, what relevance does it 
have to us today? We may have a vague idea that translators 
are laboring in obscurity around the world to translate the 
Bible into 6,500-some languages. But what difference does it 
actually make to us that translators are working in languages 
that we don’t understand?

It’s this: Every new rendering of God’s Word in a linguistic 
set of human expression—a language—enriches the worldwide 
church in her understanding of God, regardless of whether 
we speak that particular language. Our thinking and imagi-
nation are necessarily confined and constrained by our own 
language and its assumptions. But when we encounter another 
language—and as it confronts and interacts with the biblical 
text—it can expand our understanding of God and our world. 
This is true in our dealings with the Greek, Hebrew, and Ara-
maic source texts, yes, but also the more than 2,000 target 
languages into which the Bible or parts of the Bible have been 
translated.

Take this example from a number of Chinese Bible trans-
lations. We know that God transcends gender, but most lan-
guages are limited to grammatical gender expressed in pro-
nouns. In the case of English, this is confined to he, she, and 
it. Modern Chinese, however, offers another possibility. In 
modern Chinese, the third-person singular pronoun is always 
pronounced the same (tā), but it is written differently accord-
ing to its gender (他 is he, 她 is she, and 它/牠 is it). In each of 
these characters, the first (or upper) part defines the gender 
(man, woman, or thing/animal), while the second element 

gives the clue to its pronunciation. 
In 1930, after a full century with dozens of Chinese trans-

lations, Bible translator Wang Yuande coined a new “godly” 
pronoun: 祂. Chinese readers immediately knew how to pro-
nounce it: tā. But they also recognized that the first part of that 
character, signifying something spiritual, clarified that God has 
no gender aside from being God. This translation discovery was 
an ah a moment for Chinese believers. But knowing this benefits 
us as well—even if we don’t understand Chinese—because it 
expands our comprehension of God’s divine character.

There is no automation in this process. Translation is not a 
magical act where a unique facet of God is unearthed each time 
a new translation is published or a language is “conquered.” But 
as each faith community matures, discoveries like the Chinese 
divine pronoun can add to our understanding of God. In the 
case of the Chinese pronoun, it took a maturation process of 100 
years and a member of the native church to reach this revelation.

According to linguist David Crystal, the ongoing death of 
languages (judged by the death of the last speaker of that lan-
guage) will occur at the rate of about one every two weeks 
over the next century. The Ethnologue, a language inventory 
published by sil International, lists 473 near-extinct languages, 
those with “only a few elderly speakers . . . still living.” This 
represents nearly 500 fewer languages in that grand choir and 
500 fewer opportunities for all of us to understand aspects of 
God that only those languages may have offered.

Future translations of the Bible into languages with exist-
ing translations and into those many languages without the 
Bible will not add anything to the original words of the Bible. 
But each of these translations has the potential to mature and 
increase our understanding of those words and, ultimately, our 
comprehension of God. Naturally, the primary beneficiaries 
are the people into whose language the Bible is translated. 
But as other language groups hear about the structure and 
thinking behind the new translation—e.g., the new Chinese 
translation—their knowledge of God’s Word also deepens.  

There certainly are advantages to being able to read the 
source texts of the Bible—just reading the many testimonies of 
Bible translators who have discovered a deeper and often more 
personal understanding of Scripture by working through the 
original languages speaks volumes. But just as access to many 
different translations in one language deepens our understand-
ing of God, grasping how Chinese, Tagalog, Arabic, and Swahili 
versions of the Bible are translated can provide insights into the 
nature of God that might be found only in those translations.

Here’s my dream as a faithful translator sitting in the pew: 
The next time my pastor expounds on the broader mean-
ing of a biblical term, that foreign-sounding word he draws 
from may well be Quechua or Navajo or Korean or any of the 
more than 2,000 other possibilities, thus drawing me and 
my fellow worshipers into the ongoing translation process 
of God’s Word.

Jost Zetzsche is a translation technology consultant, translator, and 

coauthor of Found in Translation: How Language Shapes Our Lives and 

Transforms the World (Perigee).
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I believe that translations 
of Scripture are not 

secondary fi ll-ins but an 
integral part of the ongoing 

and primary expression 
of God’s message 
in written form.



here’s a one-story building
just off Liberty Drive in downtown 
Wheaton, Illinois, that seems simi-
lar to its neighbors—unless you 

happen to walk by and overhear the high-
pitched whirring of a coffee roaster. 

On a cold winter morning, the founder 
and roast master of Second Chance Coffee 
Company sits at a plastic fold-up table, a 
three-foot metal tube resting at his feet. It’s 
a spare heater for the coffee roaster. Pete 
Leonard expects the current one to give out 
sometime during the Christmas season, when 
orders will begin pouring in.

“We’re always in transition,” Leonard 
says, handing me a mug of coffee brewed 
from beans roasted just hours before. Eyes 
lit up, he explains the delicate roasting pro-
cess that highlights the one-of-a-kind flavor 
compounds in the coffee. 

But Leonard, a Christian, isn’t just a coffee 
connoisseur. He spends just as much time 
thinking about the people who roast it. The 
story of Second Chance, which markets coffee 
under the brand I Have a Bean, begins at a plan-
tation in Brazil, where Leonard first encoun-
tered coffee roasting on a mission trip eight 
years ago. It was the best coffee he’d ever tasted.

“It had never occurred to me that a 
human being roasted coffee beans,” he says, 
smiling. “As far as I was concerned, coffee 
came from Starbucks.”

After he returned and drank all the coffee 
he’d brought home, he took matters into his 
own hands. Leonard, then part-owner of a 
local software company, began researching 
the science of coffee roasting: the process of 
using heat to bring out the color, taste, and 
smell of green coffee beans. Inspired, he 
designed and built a coffee roaster in a gas 
grill in his garage. Neighbors began coming 
to his driveway every Saturday to get his 
coffee—and they offered to pay. 

Around the same time, Leonard watched 
as a family member fruitlessly searched for 
work after serving time in prison.

“He’d always get interviews, but the 
instant he had to check the box ‘I’m a con-
victed felon,’ that was the end of the story,” 
Leonard says.

In 2007, Leonard and friends Dave Sca-
votto and Ron deVries began connecting 
the dots: The United States has the largest 
prison population in the world, with 2.2 mil-
lion adults in custody. It also consumes 45 
million pounds of coffee each year, more than 
any other nation. 

At the time, Scavotto was volunteering for 
Koinonia House National Ministries, which 
helps Christians who have served time in 
prison reintegrate into church and society. 
Leonard realized that his relative’s story was 
typical of a much larger problem: Many ex-
convicts can’t find work, which drives them 

into chronic unemployment or back to crime.
Over breakfast one morning, the three 

men took a napkin and sketched out their 
idea of starting a business that employed 
ex-offenders.

Leonard knew of nonprofits in this vein, 
and he had seen many charity coffee compa-
nies, but the for-profit model fit best.

“I wanted everybody here to produce the 
best possible product that people would want 
to buy, and not work so much on guilting 
people into buying our coffee because of our 
mission,” he says. “If the coffee is bad, you’re 
not going to buy it again.”

Leonard and his wife, Debbie, invested 
thousands of dollars to launch the business, 
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How Pete Leonard’s coffee roasting 
startup could become the world’s 

largest employer of former convicts.

T H E 
HOPE
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and Leonard eventually left his job to pursue 
it full time.

Today, seven out of Second Chance’s 
ten employees are postprison, including 
John Quinn, who worked as a corporate 
headhunter for over 20 years before being 
convicted of forgery. About a year after 
being released from prison, he joined Second 
Chance in 2010.

“I came here when I had nothing,” Quinn 
says. “I was willing by that point to be honest 
about who I was, what I had done, and what 
my prospects were, which weren’t very good.” 
Quinn now interviews postprison applicants 
who come from similar circumstances.

About 35,000 people are released from 

prison every year in Illinois, according to the 
Illinois Department of Corrections, and 47 
percent are incarcerated again within three 
years—a recidivism rate that can, in part, be 
traced back to few employment opportunities.

It’s even more difficult for people with 
criminal histories to find jobs when an econ-
omy shifts away from manufacturing. The 
2008 recession exacerbated that scarcity, 
taking a toll on service industries and slow-
ing the expansion of restaurant franchises 
and big box retail stores. 

“Businesses that are organized toward pur-
posefully hiring people with criminal histories 
or people coming out of prison [are] very rare,” 
says Malcolm Young, director of a prisoner 

reentry program at Northwestern University 
Law School’s Bluhm Legal Clinic. Companies 
that hire ex-offenders can apply for federal 
and state tax credits, but it’s often not enough 
of an incentive for businesses to choose ex-
offenders from a pool of qualified applicants.

According to Young, a business won’t 
intentionally hire postprison employees 
unless it’s owned by someone committed to 
that mission—someone like Leonard, who 
allows his social mission to shape each aspect 
of his business. 

“We don’t want people to be preemptively 
judged because of their time behind bars,” 
Leonard says. “They’ve already paid their 
debt to society.”
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It’s normal for employees to take time off 
for court dates, counseling, and parole officer 
meetings. But they’re also “easily the most 
dedicated, most enthusiastic, most depend-
able set of employees I have come across,” 
says Leonard.

IGNITING FIRES
Second Chance is not yet profitable, but busi-
ness has been growing fast. Ryan Chada, who 
stocks I Have a Bean coffee in Whole Foods 
Market in Wheaton, says it’s the top-selling 
coffee, and also one of the most expensive, at 
$16.99 per 12-ounce bag.

“[Customers] see the bag and automati-
cally connect that with quality and what they 
do as a company,” Chada says. “It’s got a great 
base, and they’re going to take off.”

Like most startups, the company requires 
significant personal faith for Leonard and his 
family. Sometimes it’s hard to meet payroll. 
Leonard, who normally works 12- to 14-hour 
days, didn’t take a salary for the first two years. 

“Running a small business is nothing but 
putting out fires and avoiding catastrophes. 
If you aren’t up for that, you shouldn’t be in 
business, because that’s all it is,” he says. He 
means it literally: At any coffee roasting plant, 
it’s not unusual for coffee beans to catch fire, 
and the local fire department has gotten used 
to receiving calls from concerned neighbors.

“It gets to the point where your security 
is in God and not in your bank account,” says 
Debbie Leonard, who handles the company’s 
bookkeeping. The work comes home, too. 
Their family’s Thanksgiving plans last year, for example, included 
applying 13,000 labels to coffee bags by hand. 

“The thing that solidified it for me was realizing how everything 
my husband had done in the first 25 years of our marriage prepared 
him to do what he’s doing now,” she says. 

Providing employment for an ex-offender has a sizeable effect 
beyond the job, according to Jim Liske, ceo of Prison Fellowship. 
“For a mom or dad returning from prison, it means being able to be a 
provider. For a husband or a wife, it means serving his or her family 
and being able to pull the family out of the spiral of poverty and social 
assistance,” Liske says. “It is a sign of redemption.”

“It’s unlike anything I’ve ever been involved with,” says Rob 
Larson, a Second Chance roaster. “Everybody knows they’re not 
getting paid a whole lot, yet we still push. If you don’t, we’re going 
to go under, so everybody gives it their all and then some.”

Larson has a family history of mental illness, which resulted in 
chronic depression and drug abuse. In 2006, he was charged and con-
victed of lewd and lascivious behavior and sentenced to two years of 
probation and a treatment program. He will remain on the sex offender 
registry for the next several years.

“When you have a label like mine, it’s really hard to do much 

of anything. People lump you into a category,” 
Larson says. “As soon as somebody learns of my 
title, it’s over.”

A neighbor told him about I Have a Bean. “It 
was the first nonseasonal job I’ve ever been able 
to lock down. It’s been a blessing,” Larson says. 
“Compared to all the other jobs I’ve lost, then just 
acceptance—it’s incredible.” He helps to write the 
flavor profiles that are attached to each bag of I 
Have a Bean coffee. The profile for Peru Norte, 
the company’s most popular roast: “Aromas of 
fig, raisin, spice and a hint of chocolate create 
an anticipation of what’s to come.” Some day, he 
hopes to use the skills gained at Second Chance 
to start his own business.

SCALING UP
Every step required to make I Have a Bean coffee 
is driven by the company’s mission—including 
the machine that roasts the coffee.

Starting out, Leonard knew he couldn’t oper-
ate the business out of his cramped garage. But 
he faced another obstacle to sustainable growth: 
It takes about two years to master the roasting of 
coffee on a typical commercial machine, because 
the operator must constantly adjust the tempera-
ture throughout the sensitive process.

Leonard wanted a roaster that would allow 
an employee to roast good coffee from day one. 
That machine didn’t exist—so Leonard’s company 
invented it. The working prototype looks like a 
gadget out of a Dr. Seuss book. “It looks like it’s 
held together with baling wire and bubble gum, 
and because it was all handmade, there are slide 
gates and things hanging off it that don’t do any-

thing anymore,” he says.
But the “Bean Master 5000” works. The employees manually 

roast each type of coffee about 20 times to find the best roast, and 
then the roaster’s software can repeat the process, adjusting the 
temperature of the beans 10 times per second to produce consis-
tent results.

Leonard wants to manufacture the machine and build micro-
roasting plants across the United States—starting in Denver and 
Milwaukee—wherever he finds enough demand to sustain a plant.

“We’ll employ locally in every community that we’re in,” says 
Leonard, who anticipates becoming “the largest postprison employer 
in the world.” If they can reach their goal of having 150 U.S. micro-
roasting plants, he says, they will also be the fourth-largest coffee 
roaster in the world.

“I can’t imagine doing anything else,” Leonard says. “I’ve done 
plenty of things in my lifetime. This one is the hardest, the most 
fulfilling, and the most fun—all at the same time.”

April Burbank will graduate from Wheaton College in Wheaton, Illinois, 

in May. Go to ChristianBibleStudies.com for “Called to a Life of Mercy and 

Justice,” a Bible study based on this article.

‘I want us to 
produce the best 
possible product, 
and not work on 

guilting people into 
buying our coff ee 

because of our mission. 
If the coff ee is bad, 
you’re not going to 

buy it again.’ 
~ Pete Leonard, founder, 

Second Chance Coffee Company
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adia mohamed ali  was raised in a 
Christian home, but when she married 
Mustafa Mohamed Abdel-Wahab in 1990, 
she converted to Islam. After his death, 
she obtained new identity cards—required 
under Egyptian law—that declared her 
and her seven children Christians. 

Then came the ruling by a criminal court this January: “Egyptian 
Court Sentences Family to 15 Years for Converting to Christianity” 
read the Western headlines. Several U.S. religious freedom watchers 
declared Ali’s sentence a “real disaster” that “underscores the grow-
ing problem of religious intolerance” under Egypt’s new, Muslim 
Brotherhood–backed government. A shocking headline, indeed.

A cut-and-dry case of religious persecution? Not quite. 
“They were imprisoned for fraud, not for conversion,” says 

Mamdouh Nakhla, founder of the Word Ce nter for Human Rights 
in Cairo. The Coptic lawyer claims the family paid government 
workers to forge new identity cards. They registered their religion 
as Christian under Ali’s maiden name so that she could obtain her 
inheritance. 

In a time when Western analysts are watching new president 
Mohamed Morsi, cases like Ali’s become barometers of Egypt’s direc-
tion toward or away from democracy. And while Ali’s case may not 
be a simple case of persecution, it does, say experts, underscore that 
Egypt still plays favorites when it comes to conversion.

A BIASED BUREAUCRACY
Every Egyptian is born legally into one of three religions—Islam, 
Christianity, or Judaism—which is recorded on all official documents. 
Unlike conversions in the West, a conversion in any direction in 
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Conversion  

    Confusion

Did a widow with seven 
children get 15 years in 
an Egyptian prison for 
becoming a Christian? 
Not so fast. 
By Jayson Casper in Cairo

[  R E L I G I O U S  F R E E D O M   ]



Egypt is a troublesome family and social matter.
Converting to Islam, however, is simple in comparison, says 

Nakhla: “The convert registers at al-Azhar”—the center of jurispru-
dence for Sunni Muslims—“and goes with his paperwork to the Civil 
Registry. He then gets his id card changed right away.”

Technically this violates Egypt’s civil code, which says “a change 
in religion must be based upon a judicial decision.” But the law is 
typically enforced only when an Egyptian wants to leave Islam for 
Christianity.

In 2008, Mohammed Hegazy made headlines when he sued to 
change the religion on his id card from Muslim to Christian. A judge 
rejected his lawsuit, arguing that Shari‘ah provisions in Egypt’s con-
stitution forbid citizens from leaving Islam.

Five years later, Hegazy’s appeal is still pending before Egypt’s 
State Council. However, the Egyptian revolution of 2011 has changed 
the equation. Under Egypt’s new constitution, approved this past 
December, al-Azhar now has the right to consult on all matters con-
cerning Shari‘ah. And many voices within al-Azhar take moderate 
positions on Shari‘ah, paradoxically giving Hegazy and other Chris-
tians some hope of converting without penalty.

For example, take Mahmoud Azab, adviser to the Grand Sheikh 
of al-Azhar: “If someone wishes to change his religion, if it is based 
on conviction and full knowledge—without any pressures—he is free 
[to do so].”

FORCED INTO FRAUD
Meanwhile, the existing legal barriers push new Christians to commit 
fraud.

“I was introduced to a certain priest—now deceased—who knew 
a certain Christian who works in the Civil Registry,” says Sheikh 
Saber (using his Muslim name, not his forged Christian identity). 
“He takes the bribe and distributes the money around for assistance 
in covering it up.” In 2003 Saber obtained new ids, birth certificates, 
and a marriage license for his family. The cost of this illegal “service” 
now runs up to $2,500 per person.

But for Egyptians who are returning to Christianity—not con-
verting to it for the first time—there is some hope. In 2011, the Civil 
Registry allowed 300 Muslims to change their id cards and return to 
Christianity after the Coptic Orthodox Church provided documents 
proving their Christian heritage. These applicants had not compli-
cated their cases by marrying Muslims, unlike the 3,200 applicants 
whose requests are still pending. In fact, marriage and divorce have 
proven the primary impetus for Christians adopting Islam—up to 
90 percent of all cases, estimates Nakhla.

“Some women go to Islam not because they believe in it, but 
because it is the easiest way to get a divorce,” says Ayman George, 
founder of the Coptic Right to Live Movement, which lobbies for 
civil marriage and divorce proceedings. Egypt has long allowed its 
religious communities to determine their own family law, a principle 
now enshrined in Article 3 of the new constitution.

Vivian Adel, an Orthodox Christian, married in 2011. The first 
day, her husband cursed her. After a week, he began beating her. 
After a month, he threw her out of their home. 

Now separated, Adel still remains legally married—the Coptic 
Orthodox Church allows divorce and remarriage only in cases of 
adultery or a spouse’s change of religion. 

“For divorce, we can go only by the Bible, which permits it only 

for adultery, which must be proven to the court,” says Bishop Boula. 
Since 1989, Boula has overseen a committee of 19 priests who review 
family matters. If adultery cannot be proven, changing to another 
denomination is unlikely.

Safwat el-Baiady, president of the Protestant Churches of Egypt, 
supports the concept of civil marriage and divorce. He says he has 
never issued a membership certificate to an Orthodox Christian 
seeking divorce; similar agreements exist with the Catholic Church.

TARGETED BY MUSLIMS
So is converting to Islam the only option for women seeking escape 
from abuse?

Boula believes the issue is overblown. “I have not seen one case 
where someone converted to Islam in order to sidestep these regula-
tions,” he says. “This is said to put pressure on us. [But] conversion 
happens because they fall in love or have sexual relations.”

However, George of the Coptic Right to Live Movement recently 
led a campaign in which more than 1,000 Christians formally resigned 
their membership in the Orthodox Church (but remained Christians). 
They hope to escape church jurisdiction and qualify for the much 
simpler divorce proceedings found in Shari‘ah law.

But Boula is right on one front: Many convert to Islam because 
of romance—especially women for whom a kind Muslim man offers 
escape from social problems or poor relationships with family members. 

Meanwhile, some Muslims target Coptic Christians for marriage 
to convert them. “The Coptic people are downtrodden,” says Isaiah 
Lamei, a priest who provides pastoral care for troubled Copts. “Mus-
lims take advantage and get them to sign papers of conversion [so 
Copts can] fix their problems.”

Every year, Lamei ministers to 30–40 families in his diocese that 
have been approached by Muslims offering such “help.” “These prob-
lems can be emotional or financial,” he says. He estimates that in his 
diocese every year, “two or three convert to Islam.”

It’s hard to verify whether Muslims really marry Copts just to 
draw them into Islam. But it’s also hard to verify the sincerity of 
Muslim conversions to Christianity.

“We must be cautious,” says Cornelis Hulsman, editor in chief 
of the Arab West Report. “I have met converts who are sincere, and 
I’ve met converts who have other interests.”

Nakhla agrees. “Some converts come to me and say they want 
to marry a Christian. Or they request money, or work, or an apart-
ment,” he says. 

So while both sides accuse each other of using worldly motives 
to win converts, Christians especially have a complaint.

Prior to 2004, any Christian who wanted to become a Muslim 
first met with local priests for guidance. Al-Azhar—the Sunni Muslim 
center of learning—now wants these sessions reinstalled. “We have 
agreed with the Egyptian churches that this is the way to make sure 
one enters Islam from conviction, and not from any level of pres-
sure,” says adviser Azab.

Ultimately, the best solution is biblical. “We visit them and try 
to find out their problem and solve it,” says Lamei. “We must bring 
them closer to Christ to be convinced of their faith and to encourage 
them spiritually.”

Jayson Casper is a Cairo-based researcher with Arab West Report and editor 

of Orient and Occident, a bilingual magazine of the Egyptian Anglican Church.
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Every Church Needs  
a Safety and Security Ministry

The Safety & Security Guidebook/DVD Kit
The essential tool for anyone who wants to make church a safer place.  

Real-life examples. Ministry focus. Practical instructions.

  Training Scenarios
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can help with communication with other churches.”

Cody Blocker, C.P.S., Director of Security 
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The most praised 
piece in January/ 

February’s ct

READERS’ PICK

Beyond Culture
Gene Daniels’s excellent interview with 

a Muslim follower of Isa [“Where’s 

Christian?” January/February] gives us 

useful insight into what a Muslim goes 

through in accepting Christ within his 

own culture. Much of our worship is 

cultural, and we need not force it upon 

others. Jesus did not require choir robes, 

stained glass, or pipe organs to follow 

him. We need to keep clear about prac-

tices that are central to the faith, and 

practices that are just cultural.

Name Withheld by Request

C-1 to C-6 Challenge
Recognizing the myriad questions that 

arise when we present the gospel to 

people with different cultural and reli-

gious suppositions, I am still uncomfort-

able with the C-1 to C-6 rating system 

[“The Hidden History of Insider Move-

ments,” January/February]. It seems 

to measure other believers against our 

own Western understanding of the faith. 

Such categorizing may lead our thinking 

in wrong directions. Who are we to 

judge someone else’s servant? To their 

own master servants stand or fall.

Nancy Runhaar
Flossmoor, Illinois

Team Jesus
To add to January/February’s Under 

Discussion, which asked, “Should 

Christian colleges build top-ranked 

football teams?”: College football players 

witnessed to me during my freshman 

year and helped when I was flounder-

ing in my faith at a public university. A 

Christian institution’s athletes can be 

role models. There is something about 

students, staff, and alumni gathering 

to watch their team that unites them 

like nothing else—not to mention the 

income and donations teams can bring 

in, which help maintain the mission of a 

Christian college.

Our nation is hungry for moral, 

upstanding athletic heroes for whom 

they can cheer. If any Christian univer-

sity wants to establish a football team or 

upgrade their existing team, I say 

go for it.

E. Marshall Buckles
Montpelier, Virginia

More Than Gay
I appreciated “Hope for the Gay 

Undergrad” [January/February]. Evan-

gelical colleges admitting the reality of 

same-sex attraction among their student 

bodies and providing a safe place to 

express these struggles is laudable. But 

using self-identifying terms like gay or 

homosexual is unfortunate. The issue in 

any person’s struggle with sin is identity: 

Who am I in Christ? Unless the believer’s 

identity in Christ is understood as the 

primary and formative identity, then the 

culture’s obsession with sexuality will 

prevail in fragmenting the minds and 

behaviors of Christians.

Steve Saxe
Greenville, South Carolina 

A New Day in Detroit
Katelyn Beaty did a spectacular job in 

“Faith in a Fallen Empire” [January/

February]. As a resident of Detroit in 

the 1970s–1980s, I watched as city lead-

ers were unable to move the divisive 

discussion beyond race. It is refreshing 

to see that the basic themes of 

rebuilding and development are 

now at the forefront. Visionary 

thinking, discipleship-making, 

and building community are all 

part of Christianity at its finest 

moments in history.

           David Coffin
            Ada, Ohio

The Way to Election
In “Election Is for Everyone” [January/

February], Roger Olson describes Martin 

Luther as being one of the “early reform-

ers” whose understanding of election 
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Jesus did not require choir robes, stained glass, 
or pipe organs to follow him. We need to keep 
clear about practices that are central to the 
faith, and practices that are just cultural.
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“We are shocked by 
the killing, the immoral 
behavior, the nasty talk, 
and the greed. Why? 
Without Christ’s blood 
washing us clean, we 
are the worst of sinners.”
Philip Rowley, on the need to refocus our 
teaching on the Cross.

“The Troubled State of Christian Preaching,” 
by Mark Galli

“Jesus stated the world 
would know that God 
sent Jesus to earth by 
how we displayed our 
love for one another. 
I don’t see the love.”
Dorinda Jones, concerned over the 
divisions and in-house fights at Cedarville 
University.

“Administrators’ Resignations Fuel Fears at Cedarville 
University,” by Melissa Steffan

“God looks at the heart 
of people and knows 
their motives; humans 
look at the exterior.”
Kathi, on how tattoos of Scripture can 
honor God, after Colin Kaepernick, the 
49ers quarterback, was criticized for his.

ct Liveblog: “Tattooed 49ers QB Not the Only 
Controversial Christian in 2013 Super Bowl,” 
by Melissa Steffan

“I rarely tip. That 
doesn’t mean I love 
God or others less.”
jenn jenn, arguing that tipping, or not 
tipping, is a cultural debate rather than 
a theological one. Another reader 
commented, “Everything Christians do 
reflects their theology.”

Her.meneutics: “Why Are Christians Such Bad 
Tippers?” by Karen Swallow Prior

compiled by Elissa Cooper

WORTH 
RE PEATING
Things overheard at ct online.
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closely resembled the one commonly 

associated with Calvin. I find this a 

serious mischaracterization. Luther 

acknowledged God’s receiving sole credit 

for salvation, but rejected the idea of 

God’s electing to condemnation. His view 

much more closely (although not quite 

identically) resembled the “third way” 

Olson identifies as evangelical Calvinism. 

In truth, confessional Lutherans were 

the “third way” between Arminianism 

and Calvinism before either of them was 

even formulated.

Jason P. Peterson
Burt, Iowa

Ham or Turkey?
Thank you for blowing my mind with 

“Imprisoned By Choice” [January/Febru-

ary]. As a college sophomore bombarded 

by seemingly limitless options, I often 

flee to lack of commitment and decision. 

We are embedded in a culture of choices, 

and need to be challenged to actually 

make some. God chose us, so why do we 

find it so hard to choose between ham 

and turkey for lunch?

Montana Rindahl
Belmont, North Carolina

Producing Excellence
As a ct subscriber for many years, I’d say 

the January/February issue was the best 

and most interesting in memory.

My typical issue is max 30 minutes. 

You held me for 90 between “Hope for 

the Gay Undergrad” (insightful), “Election 

Is for Everyone” (theology understand-

able to us lay), “My Train Wreck 

Conversion” (riveting!), and other 

informative news and feature stories.

For 17 years a magazine editor, then 

a publisher for 19, I recognize the hard 

work it takes to produce excellence. 

Kudos to the ct staff.

Ray Smith
Carol Stream, Illinois 

CLARIFICATION
Abu Jaz asked to clarify something that 

some people seemed to misunderstand 

from his interview [“Where’s Christian?” 

January/February]. In his own words: 

“The People of the Gospel are not 
Muslims theologically. They are not 
worshiping Jesus in the mosque. 
They have no right to practice wor-
ship in the mosque in our legal and 
theological context. The People of 
the Gospel are an assembly which 
has their own identity. They are cul-
tural insiders, but theological outsid-
ers. When we use Muslim religious 
terminology such as the words Allah, 
Isa al Masih, and others, it makes us 
insiders. However, we give biblical 
meaning to words, such as, ‘Allah 
so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son’ (John 3:16), ‘Isa al 
Masih is Lord’ (1 Cor. 12:3), and ‘Isa 
died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures’ (1 Cor. 15:3). This makes 
us outsiders because we are not 
interpreting these words any more 
as Muslims define them. Old names 
[with] new biblical meanings.”
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FOLLOWING 
THE LEADER

Are you following 
the papal 

transition?

31%
Yes, because 

Catholics are the 
largest Christian 

body.

26%
Yes, because Pope 
Benedict XVI has 

been a voice for the 
unborn, marriage, 
and other issues.

11%
Yes, because I’m 

troubled by 
Catholic beliefs.

16%
Yes, because 
I’m Catholic.

11%
No, I’m not all 
that interested.

5%
No, there’s too 

much speculation 
and not enough 

information.

Total votes: 393

(Online polls 
do not represent 

a scientific sample.)

ONLINE POLL



hen the new pope is consecrated, 
he will inherit a troubled global 
church. Internal scandal and 
unaddressed external problems 

pose great risks to the vitality of 
Catholicism. But the consequences of success 
or failure are huge for the church universal, 
the world’s 2.1 billion Christians of every 
denomination. 

This is more than a butterfly effect. Rome 
is not Las Vegas—what happens in Rome will 
not stay within the borders of Vatican City. 
One consequence of globalization is that the 
walls that have long divided Catholics from 
Orthodox, mainline Protestants, evangelicals, 
and Pentecostals are eroding. Brian Stiller, 
a global ambassador for the World Evan-
gelical Alliance, commenting about Catholic 
and evangelical relations, wrote on his blog 
recently, “Not in 500 years have the two sides 
been so close and friendly.”

The challenges inside the Vatican and the 
Catholic Church are familiar, and they are of 
concern to every Christian who longs for a 
healthy body. Two cardinals, Keith O’Brien 
(Scotland) and Roger Mahony (Los Ange-
les), are just the latest Catholic leaders who 
stand accused of wrongdoing. Several priests 
allege that O’Brien initiated “inappropriate” 
behavior, possibly sexual, with them. Court 
documents reveal that Mahony relocated 
priests, known to be sexually abusive, to 
shield them from prosecution. In addition, 
a money-laundering scandal has tainted the 
Vatican’s reputation of integrity. And the so-
called Vatileaks scandal has pulled back the 
curtain on infighting and factionalism within 
the potent Catholic curia, the leadership core.

Our point is not to kick an institution 

that’s already downed by scandal. Prot-
estants, after all, are well acquainted with 
the temptations of money, sex, and power. 
Instead, we want to help Christians every-
where comprehend that a healthy and gospel-
proclaiming Catholic body greatly benefits all 
churches—and the cause of Christ.

So, what is the benefit of a healthier 
papacy and Roman Catholic Church?

Both the late Pope 
John Paul II and Pope 
Emeritus Benedict exer-
cised the teaching office in 
extraordinary ways. They 
championed the sanctity of 
life against the culture of 
abortion and mercy killing. 
They spoke out against the corrosive effects 
of secularism. Both convened urgent discus-
sions between Christians and Muslims, and 
between warring nation-states. They encour-
aged ongoing theological dialogue between 
Catholic and Protestant scholars about justi-
fication, the authority of the church, and the 
proper understanding of the Virgin Mary.

Few Christian institutions have the his-
toric scale and scope of the Catholic Church 
in the arenas of health care, education, and 
works-of-mercy outreach to the poor. The 
Catholic Church is the largest health-care 
provider in the world, managing 26 percent 
of all health-care facilities. It runs the largest 
U.S. K–12 private school network, serving 
more than 2 million students. But scarce 
resources mean that needed schools, clinics, 
and ministries face closure every year. This 
reality provides Protestants and Catholics 
a new context for collaboration in mission. 
We trust the new pope will support such 

partnerships.
Relations between Catholics and Prot-

estants are warmer than ever. For example, 
the Vatican has reached out to conservative 
Episcopalians who have quit the national 
church. It has accommodated their desire 
to retain their Anglican identity and estab-
lished communion with them. There is a 
similar plan developing for Lutherans in 

Germany. But the era of 
competition is not over: 
In Brazil, the nation with 
the largest Catholic popu-
lation, tensions remain at 
boiling point. The influx 
of cradle Catholics by the 
millions into evangelical 

and charismatic congregations is historic. 
It shows few signs of tapering off.

Catholic-Protestant partnership, then, 
whether at the grassroots or the grasstops, 
must be grounded in mutual commitments: 
to the authority of Scripture, the atoning 
work of Christ, the need for individual sal-
vation and conversion, and the expression 
of the gospel through evangelism and social 
action. But given the monumental spiritual 
and social challenges of the 21st century, it 
is more important than ever that Protestants 
and Catholics figure out how and where they 
can work together.

Getting Protestants as such to ramp up 
mission is not that easy, since there are so 
many, often bickering, voices in the mix of 
Protestantism. Whether we Protestants like 
to admit it or not, though, there is a single 
person in Rome who can influence Christians 
of every stripe to work more heartily in the 
cause of Christ, sometimes together (even 
with Catholics) and sometimes faithfully in 
their own theological tradition. 

That’s why even non-Catholics are pray-
ing fervently for the new pope.

Given the monumental challenges of 
the 21st century, it is more important 
than ever that Protestants and Catholics 
fi gure out how to work together. 
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A Pope for All Christians 
Why believers of all stripes should care about the new head of the Catholic Church.
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WELCOME AND INCLUDE
Timothy Dalrymple is managing editor of the 
evangelical portal at Patheos.com.

Two conversations come to mind when I consider how pastors and 
churches should respond to the prospect that same-sex marriage 
may become legal nationwide this year.

A young man once told me that he never would have become a 
follower of Jesus Christ, and certainly would never have reached 
sobriety, if the church had required him to overcome his alcoholism 
before it welcomed him into the embrace of Christian community. 
In being loved by the church, he learned of the love of God and 
responded to the gospel. Then (and only then) was he empowered 
to overcome the desires that controlled him.

He used the analogy of white oak trees, which hold on to their 
leaves through the winter and shed the vestige of their former life 
only when spring arrives and new life flows through the branches. 
We know that Christ died for us while we were yet sinners, yet we 
are too often unwilling to open up our lives to those who are caught 
in patterns of habitual sin.

Sometime later, a young woman whom I had not seen for several 
years came to visit. She entered nervously, and eventually told me she 
had “come out” as a lesbian. Our conversation continued in a friendly 
vein, and I asked how her spiritual life was faring. She began to weep. 
It was the first time, she said, that one of her Christian friends had 
treated her as though she, a practicing lesbian, could continue to 
have a relationship with God.

Her church in Tennessee had told her she was cut off from the 
church and cut off from God until she repented and “converted” 
to heterosexuality. It reminded me of the recovering alcoholic. In 
that case, the church confessed the gospel, the Spirit convicted of 
sin, and the redemption of Christ transformed him. Yet in this case, 
the church was cutting a young woman off from engaging with God 
precisely when she needed to engage with him the most.

When pastors are pressed for their opinions about same-sex 
marriage, they should affirm both the theological position that 
marriage is designed for the union of male and female, and the moral 
position that sexual relations outside of marital union transgress 
the generous will of God. Church leaders should realize same-sex 
couples reside everywhere. The 2010 federal census estimates there 
are 131,000 married same-sex couples and 514,000 unmarried same-
sex couples.

Whether pastors also wish to take the legal position that America’s 
marriage laws should codify the Christian theology of marriage is 
another question. I have my own misgivings on that point. But I 
have no misgivings saying that the primary role of the church is to 
witness to the love of God in Jesus Christ.

When we exclude and ostracize, we only make it more difficult 
for these men and women to hear the call of the God who made them 
in his image and for his glory. Let the church confess, let the Spirit 
convict, and let Christ redeem. 

STRENGTHEN MARRIAGE
Jim Daly, author of ReFocus: Living a Life that Reflects 
God’s Heart, is president of Focus on the Family.

Should the Supreme Court discard the age-old understanding 
of marriage, the church will face challenges unlike any it has 
encountered. And yet the calling of pastors and their churches on 
this issue will remain largely the same as it is now.

The biblical ideal of self-sacrificing, lifelong, heterosexual marriage 
is already countercultural. We must still uphold and celebrate God’s 
wise and magnificent design in this unique, complementary, and 
irreplaceable relationship between a man and a woman. We must 
teach coming generations of its benefits and beauty. 

THE 
VILLAGE 
GREEN  

Leading Christians address       
       open questions.

The Next
Marriage

Trend
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If the Supreme Court legalizes 
same-sex marriage nationally, how 
should churches and pastors respond?



And, above all, we must model it well.
It is vital that we frame marriage as an example of God’s common 

grace, given for the benefit of all humanity, transcending even 
fundamental faith differences. We must speak about the damage to 
our culture of departing from this blueprint—not because “we want 
our way,” but because people inevitably suffer when God’s basic 
guidelines for human flourishing are jettisoned.

The church will be called upon once again to help its people 
embrace challenging times through the prism of God’s Word, and 
to hold out the beacon of hope that Christianity offers to the lost. 
If we want others to understand marriage from God’s perspective, 
we should strive to converse in a spirit consistent with God’s heart. 
We must speak truth boldly, yet with compassion, understanding, 
and love.

Pastors must recommit themselves to the task of teaching on 
the subject of marriage from a biblical perspective. We must train 
our children about this issue, first in the home, but also in Sunday 
school and teen groups.

We must also humbly confess the damage we have done to 
marriage by our own careless treatment of it. Though the divorce 
rate among committed Christians is lower than among the general 
populace, it remains far too high. The single greatest argument we 
can present to the world on this issue is to live out marriage in all 
its God-ordained fullness and radiant beauty.

We must approach this sacred institution with profound 
seriousness. We must offer—even mandate—robust premarital 
counseling for church members. We should raise an army of marriage 
mentors, experienced couples who have weathered the storms, to 
walk alongside and show the way to younger couples, and to serve 
as a lifeline to those struggling to stay afloat. Let us also lift up and 
celebrate those couples who have endured through decades, and make 
those examples known to a younger generation, many of whom have 
not seen marriage successfully modeled in their families of origin.

To be sure, I pray that the Supreme Court does not make this 
mistake. But if it does, the church will have a new opportunity to 

shine its light in increasing darkness. Let us pray it doesn’t come to 
that, but prepare as though it will.

HUMBLY BE TRUTHFUL
Elodie Ballantine Emig, instructor of Greek at 
Denver Seminary, serves on the advisory board of Where 
Grace Abounds, a ministry to people with relational 
struggles, and the adjunct staff of New Song Church.

If we have placed our trust in the God who does not change, we 
need not fear shifts in culture or law. In the beginning, God ordained 
marriage to be a lifelong, loving covenant between one man and 
one woman.  We need to tell this truth with conviction, regardless 
of politics. If we are secure in God’s love, people who reject what 
we believe pose no real threat to us. We are set free to love those 
who oppose us and to listen to their stories. It should be Christian 
business as usual.

Telling the truth is not a one-size-fits-all endeavor. Pastors must 
ask God for the wisdom to respond truthfully to gay marriage in 
general and compassionately to gay couples in particular. Some people 
need to hear right up front that homosexual behavior is sinful. Others 
need to hear that no sin is too big for God to forgive. Still others need 
the assurance that Father God wants only the best for his children 
before sin is ever mentioned. We must choose to love the ones God 
puts in our path and trust the Holy Spirit along the way.

My only formulae are that God must be allowed to dictate which 
of these approaches we employ and that he always has a new plan 
A. No plan A will skirt the issue that we are all sinners in need of a 
savior. We are on a level playing field with gays and lesbians who, in 
my experience, can detect condescension and hypocrisy a mile away.

Repentance needs to begin with the household of God. The 
evangelical church has a massive pornography problem and 
unacceptably high adultery and divorce rates. Church leaders should 
humbly acknowledge this reality. With God’s help, pastors and leaders 
can create winsome communities that repent of corporate sin and 
so establish a climate in which it is safe to wrestle with individual 
sins. We can begin by telling the truth about our own stories and 
promoting small groups in which others may do the same.

The Supreme Court cannot dictate what marriages pastors 
perform, but it might offer us unprecedented opportunities to minister 
to a population in desperate need of hearing Christians speak the 
truth in love. I could not in good conscience perform gay marriages. 
But I would be honored to spend time in dialogue with gay couples. 
As a fallen race, we have exchanged the truth of God for the lie that 
we can worship whatever we like and express our sexuality however 
we like. Paul in Romans points us back to Genesis 1 to determine 
what we were made for.

Jesus told the truth, the hardcore, “you’re a rotten sinner” truth, 
in love. So must we. To use C. S. Lewis’s metaphor, we were created 
for a holiday at the sea, but we settle for mud puddles. People are 
unlikely to abandon their puddles unless they are given a clear and 
compelling idea of the alternative. Effective pastors point to the 
joy-giving sea. 8
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What the . . . ?
The trouble with cussing Christians.

ecently, rushing late to my son’s 
orthodontic appointment, I 
missed a critical left turn. Much 
to my surprise, I exhaled a “bad” 

word by our family’s standards. 
 (Please understand, dental receptionists 
don’t suffer tardiness lightly, and my punc-
tuality track record isn’t strong.)

“Mom!” exclaimed my children.
“What?” I stammered, feigning inno-

cence, and adding the sin of deception to 
strong language. 

Apparently my mother was right all along. 
One sin leads to another. And we shouldn’t 
use bad words.

Except . . . it’s cool these days to be a 
Christian who swears. It gives the curser 
an “I’m into Jesus, but I’m not legalistic” 
badge. A recent tweet 
about a behavioral 
study that linked swear-
ing and honesty went 
viral among my church 
friends (although no one 
could produce a link to 
the actual study). Many 
of these friends point to 
the arbitrariness of the cuss-word system.

“What if table was a swear word?” asked 
my daughter. “Or elbow?”

She has a point. There is something 
absurd about the designation of particular 
words as profane. And yet, neither table
nor elbow is in the curse category, and the 
majority of swear words have earned their 
designation according to a certain logic. 
Other than words associated with deity, 
most profanity involves associations with 
biological function in the areas of sexual-
ity and waste elimination. The God-related 
curses are right off the table, if one takes 
the third commandment seriously at all. But 
what is a Christian to do with the remaining 
“strong language”?

All language is a kind of social con-
tract. We agree—as heirs of centuries of 

etymological development—to call the pointy 
thing in our arm an elbow, just like we agree 
to label things we find despicable with words 
we identify as profane. The words themselves 
hold only the power we give them. But curse 
words tend to be powerful indeed, because to 
linguistically reduce something or someone 
to the level of biological functions (and their 
resultant products) is almost always an act of 
contempt. And contempt is toxic.

In his book Blink, Malcolm Gladwell 
describes the work of psychologist John 
Gottman. In Gottman’s lab, spouses were 
asked to discuss something mildly conten-
tious while sensors recorded their physi-
ological responses. After years of studying 
the nuances of these exchanges, Gottman 
became startlingly successful at predicting 

which couples would 
divorce. The most telling 
indicators, he claims, are 
expressions of contempt. 
An eye roll or a mildly dis-
dainful put-down was 
more worrisome than 
outright conflict. In fact, 
the presence of contempt 

in a marriage affects not only the survival of 
the relationship, but even the immune systems 
of the parties involved; spouses who live with 
chronic contempt get more colds than those 
who don’t.

Contempt is a mixture of anger and dis-
gust, expressed from a position of superiority. 
It denigrates, devalues, and dismisses. It’s not 
hard to understand why even subtle levels 
of contempt are damaging—not only in mar-
riages but in all human interaction.

If profane language has a privileged place 
in the lexicon of contempt, then Christians 
have a unique mandate to avoid profanity. It’s 
not that abstaining from pejorative language 

outfits us with some holier-than-thou halo. 
It’s that we are called to live with a servant’s 
heart, affirming the dignity of every human 
and the sacredness of existence.   

Theologian John Stackhouse points out 
that our primary vocation as Christ follow-
ers is not to “stay pure,” but rather to culti-
vate shalom. From Isaiah’s picture of a wolf 
living peacefully with a lamb (11:6), to Paul’s 
description of a new reality that obliterates 
racial, socioeconomic, and gender-based 
power structures (Gal. 3:28), the biblical vision 
of shalom dissolves any notion of hierarchy. 
All of creation joyfully submits to the beautiful 
rule of its Creator. There’s no room for one 
creature to hold another creature (or creation 
itself) in contempt; God alone occupies a supe-
rior plane.

Of course, it’s possible to religiously avoid 
disdainful language while being seized with 
contemptuous thoughts. But, as the Book of 
James reminds us, our tongues are like rud-
ders to the ships of our thought lives. Taming 
our language, in other words, is a good place 
to start.

And so I am trying to avoid language 
that expresses contempt towards people, 
situations, and yes, even traffic lights that 
dare to defy my will. Such an endeavor goes 
beyond comedian George Carlin’s “Seven 
Words You Can Never Say on Television”—
even the most innocuous words, if uttered 
from a contemptuous heart, can mutate into 
curses. Conversely, certain evils can indeed 
be worthy of contempt and there are times 
when “adult language” is appropriate. But 
in every case, our words should reflect our 
calling to participate in hallowing, rather than 
profaning, the world. If it’s truly strong lan-
guage that we’re after—language with power 
and impact—what could be stronger than the 
language we use to cultivate shalom?

Our words should participate in hallowing, 
rather than profaning, the world.
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Daddy Evangelical 
Why some think it’s time to make Carl Henry cool again. 

ne hundred years after his birth 
and a decade after his death, is it 
time to revisit Carl F. H. Henry? 

For many, the first question very 
well may be, “Carl who?”

The answer is the Carl Henry who 
invented post–World War II evangelicalism, 
the evangelicalism we are still largely living 
with today. If you want to understand the core 
passions of today’s evangelicals, you have to 
understand the passions of Carl Henry.

Henry did not invent postwar evangelical-
ism all by himself, of course. He had lots of 
help from Harold John Ockenga, the strate-
gist; Billy Graham, the evangelist; Bill Bright, 
the activist; Francis Schaeffer, the apologist; 
and many others. But Henry, more than 
anyone else, argued the case and set forth a 
compelling intellectual apologetic for what 
was then called the New Evangelicalism.

Henry did this from both his professor-
ship at Fuller Theological Seminary and his 
chair as the first editor of Christianity Today, 
but also through a series of impressive books 
beginning with The Uneasy Conscience of 
Fundamentalism and culminating in the six-
volume God, Revelation and Authority. The 
latter is still the most sustained theological 
epistemology by any American theologian. 
It deserves to be read more than it is, but it is 
not easy to read. Theologian Millard Erickson 
once said, with a twinkle in his eye, “I love 
Carl Henry’s work. It’s extremely impor-
tant. I hope someday that it is translated 
into English!”

Some new theologians, like Gregory Alan 
Thornbury, think it’s time we re-engage 
Henry. Thornbury boldly declares in his 
new book, Recovering Classic Evangelical-
ism, “I want to make Carl Henry cool again!” 
Thornbury knows it’s a hard sell, but he ably 
puts Henry in dialogue with his critics both 
within and outside the evangelical family. 

I will not speak of Saint Carl Henry, for 
his blind spots and foibles are too well known 
to those who knew and loved him. He did 

not suffer fools gladly and was sometimes 
dismissive of others. His time at ct was 
tempestuous and did not end well from his 
perspective. Still, he continued to believe, as 
he told me near the end of his life, that ct was 
the best thing going to fulfill the vision that he 
and Billy Graham had in 1956 for a magazine 
of evangelical conviction that would be “(a) 

transcontinental, (b) interdenominational, (c) 
theologically affirmative, (d) socially aggres-
sive, and (e) irenic.”

Henry was immersed as a Baptist in 1939, 
but the water was not too deep. Denomina-
tional loyalty was never a priority for him, 
though he supported the conservative resur-
gence in the Southern Baptist Convention 
(sbc) and had a shaping influence on many 
rising sbc leaders at the time, including 

Richard Land and Albert Mohler.
But his concern for what he called “the 

evangelical church” extended far and wide. 
He wanted to strike a blow for the faith 
wherever he could. He was one of the great 
evangelical networkers of his day. He chaired 
the 1966 World Congress on Evangelism, 
which led to the 1974 International Congress 
on World Evangelization at Lausanne. He 
trotted the globe for Christ, wearing a suit 
bought in Majorca, horn-rimmed glasses 
from Singapore, and shoes resoled in Korea, 
and carrying a well-worn beret he bought 
in Spain along with a Bible rebound in the 
Philippines.

His work with World Vision made him 
keenly aware of the suffering of children. His 
service on the board of Prison Fellowship 
gave him a burden for those behind bars and 
their families. He knew what God could do 
for those whose minds and hearts had been 
touched by the Good News. He was also an 
ardent advocate for the unborn when it was 
more chic to equivocate or remain silent.

Carl Henry was a classic evangelical par 
excellence. He believed, loved, and pro-
claimed the Bible as God’s written Word. 
Jesus Christ was the object of his love. His 
activism for Christ and the gospel knew no 
bounds. But above all, he knew what it meant 
to be born again.

The last time Henry spoke at Beeson 
Divinity School, he could not stand. But we 
shall never forget the talk he gave from a chair 
in chapel. He described how, as a 20-year-
old, he received Jesus Christ as his Savior and 
Lord. “Into the darkness of my young life, he 
put bright stars that still shine and sparkle. 
After that encounter, I walked the world with 
God as my Friend.”
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Henry, more than anyone else, 
set forth a compelling intellectual 
apologetic for what was then called 
the New Evangelicalism.
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Carl Henry was CT’s first editor, 
serving from 1956 to 1968.
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ark Noll, the very image of 
a careful historian, says 
that the career of Abraham 
Kuyper “was as filled with 

noteworthy achievements as 
that of any single individual in modern West-
ern history.” Either Noll has turned careless, 
or Kuyper—the turn-of-the-20th-century 
Dutch theologian, churchman, journalist, 
and statesman—requires our attention.

Fortunately, James D. Bratt, professor of 
history at Calvin College, has been trailing 
Kuyper for years. Now at trail’s end, he has 
delivered a biography of great significance, 
particularly for people of faith who are search-
ing for ways to speak decisively in a world 

Father Abraham  
Meet the Dutch neo-Calvinist who helped birth 
an enduring intellectual movement.  By Eric Miller
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that denies faith even as it is embroiled in it.
As the first full English biography of 

Kuyper, Abraham Kuyper: Modern Calvin-
ist, Christian Democrat (Eerdmans) ★★★★★

reflects the achievements of a generation of 
influential scholars—including historians 
Noll and George Marsden and 
philosophers Nicholas Wolter-
storff and Alvin Plantinga among, 
literally, dozens. As such, it bears 
witness to the force and vitality of 
Kuyper’s re-visioning of the Cal-
vinist tradition, often called simply 
“neo-Calvinism” (without which 
an institution like Calvin Col-
lege would not exist). Indeed, the 

historian James Turner calls neo-Calvinism 
the “decisive influence” on what he terms 
the “evangelical intellectual revival” of the 
past three decades.

So what did Kuyper do? More important, 
what did he believe? For both questions, 
Bratt is an invaluable guide, with a sprightly, 
erudite style and a sharp grasp on Kuyper’s 
sprawling career and writings. To be clear, 
this is anything but a heroic gloss; Bratt’s 
Kuyper is prescient, canny, profound, and 
flawed. But above all, he is significant, and 
Bratt shows us this significance by center-
ing our attention on Kuyper’s public voice.

A NARROW PATHWAY
Born in 1837 to a pastor in the national Dutch 
Reformed Church, Kuyper earned his doc-
torate in theology by age 26. After a short 
time in the pastorate, he made his way from 
theological liberalism to “orthodox Calvinism 
as a firm rock in a stormy world.” Kuyper’s 
alert, searching engagement with this world 
made possible his renewal of Calvinism in the 
Netherlands and beyond. Bratt writes that by 
the mid-19th century, “Reformed scholastic 
language was so outworn and orthodoxy so 
marginalized that neither its original terms 
nor its current posture fit the demands of 
the times.” In response, Kuyper took up the 
task of redefining the terms and altering the 
posture in a way that would force his nation 
to contend with Calvinism as not a relic but 
“a world religion, indeed a world-formative 
one,” capable of spawning a vision of life and 
grounding a culture.  

It was bound to be a narrow 
pathway, between a private faith 
guarded for the sake of purity and 
a public faith diluted for the sake 
of relevance. Kuyper’s theologi-
cal and intellectual depth, though, 
enabled him to mark out this way, 
all the while summoning thought-
ful believers to his side. Bratt 
calls him a “rare combination 



of first-rate intellectual and first-rate orga-
nizer.” And everything in his volume sup-
ports this claim. Moving from the pastorate 
to the Dutch parliament by age 35, Kuyper 
also became the editor of a daily newspa-
per, De Standaard. From this post, he rallied 
and educated a movement that would have a 
transformative impact in the 1870s. Besides 
ushering in a new denomination, that move-
ment would launch the Anti-Revolutionary 
Party (arp), which endured for several 
decades thereafter. (About 30 years ago, it 
merged with two other parties that were 
important to Kuyper’s governing coalition.) 
By 1901, as leader of the arp, Kuyper would 
become prime minister, an office he held for 
four tumultuous years.  

His political vision was worked out over 
decades, and aimed to impede the central-
izing tendencies that capitalism appeared to 
require. The vision rested upon the notion 
of “sphere sovereignty”: The belief that God 
created the distinct realms of life—church, 
education, family, state—to function inde-
pendently, each ruled by the “ordinances” 
God had set in place. “It was identifying, 

celebrating, guarding, and translating those 
ordinances into action,” Bratt notes, “that 
defined his ultimate purpose in politics.” 
Under Kuyper, the arp sought to convince 
the nation of these ordinances and align its 
policy and law according to them. It was a 
narrow pathway indeed, yet for a time, the 
arp was able to follow it with success, thanks 
in part to an alliance with Roman Catholics 
seeking to “restore a Christian Netherlands.” 

Yet even as he was proceeding in this 
Christianizing direction, Kuyper also deeply 
believed in the need for “principled plu-
ralism”: for a public square where diverg-
ing parties were “operating from their 
own convictions while respecting those 
of others.” Kuyper hoped that dynamic, 
corporate Christian witness would foster 

the conditions in which Western nations 
might redeem the promise of modernity—
improved material conditions, enlarged 
democracy—all around the world.

GRACE THAT ENDURES
Kuyper was a progressive—and a disappointed 
one. Bratt notes Kuyper’s affinity with his 
American Presbyterian contemporaries, Wil-
liam Jennings Bryan and Woodrow Wilson. 
Both men also “wished not to overthrow the 
prevailing order but to humanize it.” In fact, 
when Kuyper came to the United States in 
1898, he found himself both attracted and 
repelled. He found hopeful the open reli-
giosity of American politics and politicians. 
But he disdained the unabashed material-
ism there. “Your capitalistic classes have too 

Kuyper’s vision centered on grace: 
the special grace of salvation for the 
elect, and the common grace God 
elects to give to all. This grace makes 
possible a full, culture-invading, 
culture-making witness.

SEXUALITY AND 
HOLY LONGING
Embracing Intimacy 
in a Broken World 
LISA GRAHAM MCMINN 

(JOSSEY-BASS)

McMinn provides a helpful 
framework for single-

Christian sexuality that 
reckons equally with the 

reality of embodiment, the 
Bible, and our cultural 

moment. She’s especially 
insightful on subtler 

dynamics, such as the ways 
women compete for men’s 

attention.

HOW TO AVOID 
FALLING IN LOVE 

WITH A JERK
The Foolproof Way to 

Follow Your Heart with-
out Losing Your Mind

JOHN VAN EPP (MCGRAW-HILL)

Singleness often means 
keeping one eye open for 
romantic prospects. But 
the American church has 
provided much confl icting 

and confusing advice on the 
search for love. Counselor 
and Christian Van Epp has 

the best advice I’ve read on 
fi nding a partner.

PASSION 
AND PURITY 

Learning to Bring 
Your Love Life under 

Christ’s Control
ELISABETH ELLIOT (REVELL)

Some books on singleness 
and chastity downplay 
the strength of desire 

one may face, but Elliot 
grapples candidly and 

boldly with both her sexual 
and romantic longings 
and the God she loves. 

Rightfully a classic.

HINDS’ FEET 
ON HIGH PLACES

HANNAH HURNARD 
(WILDER PUBLICATIONS)

Though not a traditional 
“singleness” book, 

anyone struggling through 
a protracted and unwanted 

romantic dry spell 
may draw strength from 
this memorable allgory 

about the painful 
but worthwhile journey 

of following Jesus. 
This encouraged me to 
trust him more deeply.

BOOK YET 
UNWRITTEN
I’m waiting for a 

“singleness” book that 
moves beyond sexual 

longing and celibacy to 
provide a hopeful, 
trust-deepening 
perspective on 

a season of life all 
of us will experience.

MY TOP 5 BOOKS ON SINGLENESS
By Anna Broadway, author of Sexless in the City: A Memoir of Reluctant Chastity (WaterBrook Press, 2008)
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much power,” he told reporters. Decentral-
izing power and dispersing authority was his 
hope for a truly human life.

Kuyper was stateside to give the Stone 
Lectures at Princeton Theological Seminary—
later published as Lectures on Calvinism. He 
sounded what Bratt calls a “revolutionary 
proposal”: that, in Kuyper’s words, “all knowl-
edge proceeds from faith of whatever kind,” 
and that “the person who does not believe 
does not exist.” It took some time to find its 
American audience, but Kuyper’s thinking on 
“worldview” would lay the foundation for the 
intellectual renaissance among evangelicals.

By the turn of the century, Kuyper had 
spent decades distilling and developing 
these insights into a form that was impel-
ling movement of all kinds—cultural, intel-
lectual, political, social. From his teaching at 
the Free University (which he helped found 
in 1880 and where he taught until 1901) to 
his reporting and scholarly writing, he elabo-
rated what Bratt calls his “enduring dream,” 
the hope of a Calvinism refitted for action 
on the world’s stage. Orthodox yet contem-
porary, it would transcend “mere dogmatic 
theology” to forge a “‘life system’ whose ‘root 
principle’ branched out into every domain 
of human life and learning.” Kuyper’s vision 
centered on grace: the special grace of sal-
vation for the elect, and the common grace 
God elects to give to all. This is the grace 
that makes possible a full, culture-invading, 
culture-making witness.  

Kuyper himself often fell short of this 
standard. Bratt describes him as “a great man 
but not a nice one,” plagued by compulsive 
overworking and a need for control—a man’s 
man in a world beyond any man’s control, 
however valiant, determined, or smart.  

But the grace Kuyper proclaimed was 
grand enough to overcome such excesses 
and limitations. Kuyper imagined a world 
fallen yet still infused with the grandeur 
of a God willing to redeem it, thoroughly 
and completely. We are still in that world. 
Thankfully, the grace to which Kuyper so 
powerfully bore witness is too.

Eric Miller is the author most recently of 

Glimpses of Another Land: Political Hopes, 

Spiritual Longing (Cascade Books). He teaches 

history and the humanities at Geneva College 

in Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania.

ural New Mexico has been home 
to many abysmal elementary 
schools, a key culprit being ram-

pant absenteeism every Monday, 
and hence a de facto four-day school week. 

Were the students playing hooky? No—
they were fainting of hunger. After leaving 
school on Fridays, many students had little 
to eat until school lunch on Mondays. Their 
little villages were often two hours from 
any store, and funds and food options were 
scarce. Every Monday, teachers regularly 
carried famished children from their rooms.

The leader of New Mexico’s faith-based 
initiatives office knew that the State Capitol 
housed large reserves of public assistance 
food. But she quickly learned of a bureau-
cratic quagmire that thwarted distribution. 
The solution? Invite Christian groups to pack 
the food into backpacks for students to take 
home. Because of her advocacy, the students 
now leave school on Friday with enough sup-
plies to get them to Monday.

Using dozens of her own similar stories, 
Nicole Baker Fulgham’s Educating All God’s 
Children: What Christians Can—and Should—Do 
to Improve Public Education for Low-Income 
Kids (Brazos Press) ★★★★★ champions a 
faith-based message of “educational equity.” 
Though fortunate enough to have attended 
better schools than those in her largely Afri-
can American neighborhood, Fulgham argues 
that today’s impoverished families have little 
access to such mobility. Her book offers a 
candid theological plea for Christians (and, 
by implication, especially Republican Chris-
tians) to prioritize educational equity along-
side issues like abortion and same-sex 
marriage.

Educating All God’s Children
convincingly shows scriptural man-
dates for closing the educational 
gap between low-income areas and 
wealthier communities. Apart from 
Christ and education, most disen-
franchised students will never know 
the abundant life God created them 

for. But Fulgham is far less convincing in 
attempting to place educational inequality on 
the same moral plane as abortion. She cites 
three “scriptural themes that create a biblical 
framework for why Christians should respond 
to the academic achievement gap”: “God’s con-
cern for children,” “God’s focus on the poor 
and disenfranchised,” and “God’s heart for jus-
tice.” I see no reason why pro-life advocates 
couldn’t shout “Amen!” 

Fulgham also demonstrates an unfortu-
nate tendency to misappropriate the language 
of gospel proclamation. “Just as the Bible tells 
Christians to proclaim the good news of the 
gospel,” she writes, “I believe that we must 
declare the good news of low-income public 
schools.” At the very least, it’s hard to tell how 
this public policy conclusion follows logically 
from the gospel-based premise. 

Some additional concerns: Fulgham 
allows that lack of money isn’t the main 
problem at underperforming schools, but 
she gives considerable space to reasons for 
increasing funding. And some major obstacles 
to change are nearly absent. Besides high-
lighting Michelle Rhee’s radical stand against 
the Washington, D.C., teachers’ union, she 
fails to address an albatross around public 
education’s neck.

Still, churches would do well to sup-
port the Expectations Project, Fulgham’s 
campaign for faith-based advocacy and sys-
temic changes. Further, they might consider 
investing in programs like Kids Hope and 
in charter schools, one of the book’s strong 
recommendations.

It warms my heart to know that fewer 
kids in New Mexico faint on 
Mondays. Filling heads with 
knowledge may be harder 
than filling backpacks with 
food, but it’s no less worthy, 
and urgent, an undertaking. 

Jerry Pattengale is an 

assistant provost at Indiana 

Wesleyan University.

So All May Learn
Why Christians should aim to get low-income students 
a high-quality education. By Jerry Pattengale
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Kingdom Kindness
from RECLAIMING LOVE: 

RADICAL RELATIONSHIPS IN A COMPLEX WORLD 

AJITH FERNANDO (ZONDERVAN, 192 PAGES)

PRACTICALLY HUMAN
College Professors Speak from the Heart of 
Humanities Education
EDITED BY GARY SCHMIDT AND MATTHEW WALHOUT 
(CALVIN COLLEGE PRESS)

The essays gathered here, 
written by Calvin College 
professors from a wide range 
of disciplines, are intended for 
prospective students. But this 
book serves a larger audience 
by reaffi  rming—persuasively, 

without any hype—the classic values of a liberal 
arts education in a Christian setting. That’s a 
message that needs to be heard, especially right 
now, by college administrators and faculty, 
parents and students, and everyone else con-
nected with higher education. 

HOW TO RUN A COUNTRY
An Ancient Guide for Modern Leaders
MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO, SELECTED AND TRANSLATED 
BY PHILIP FREEMAN (PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS)

To make this delightful little 
book, a sequel of sorts to last 
year’s How to Win an Election, 
Philip Freeman has selected 
pithy passages from Cicero’s 
works. He begins with a com-
ment from John Adams on a 

biography of Cicero: “I seem to read the history 
of all ages and nations in every page—and espe-
cially the history of our own country for forty 
years past. Change the names and every anec-
dote will be applicable to us.” Enough said?

MONTY PYTHON’S FLYING CIRCUS
Complete and Annotated . . . All the Bits
ANNOTATIONS BY LUKE DEMPSEY (BLACK DOG & LEVENTHAL)

Genius fl ares up unpredict-
ably, burns brightly, fades, 
even as it becomes kindling 
in some other unexpected 
place. On pages 553 and 554 
of this massive and lavishly 
illustrated compendium, 

you’ll fi nd the script for a masterpiece of the 
20th-century British imagination: episode 29 of 
Monty Python’s Flying Circus, “I’d Like to Have an 
Argument Please.” All the canonical Python 
episodes are here, along with many others you 
may have forgotten or never seen. Perhaps in 
some classroom of the future, students will pore 
over these works the way we once studied 
T. S. Eliot’s The Waste Land.

BITS & 
PIECES
Excerpts from recent books.

WILSON’S 
BOOKMARKS 
From the editor of Books & Culture.oks & Culture

Kindness is a form of concern in action toward all types of people in all sorts of 
circumstances. Like patience, kindness can be extended to those who have 
harmed us, and in this way it can be an agent of peace in times of conflict. 

Many Christians around the world attend church in an area where there is armed con-
flict or persecution. Even if you do not live in an area like this, it is common to experi-
ence conflict in your place of work or school. Nor are Christian organizations exempt 
from this. In fact, the pain of relational conflict can be worse in a church or a Christian 
organization because we tend to expect more from our fellow Christians and are disap-
pointed when such conflicts develop. Showing kindness to those with whom we are in 
conflict can be one of the greatest agents of healing. . . .

I have a [Youth for Christ] colleague [in Sri Lanka] named Jeyaraj, who was arrested 
on suspicion of being a terrorist and sent to a prison for people convicted or suspected 
of involvement in terrorism. He was kept there for fifteen months without any charges 
being made against him. During the time of the war in our country, this was an all-too-
common occurrence. This particular incident was his fourteenth arrest! After an initial 
few days of hurt, however, Jeyaraj got together with another Christian there and began 
an amazing ministry in the prison, which resulted in many people coming to Christ.

Jeyaraj is a minority Tamil, and since he had been unjustly arrested and kept in prison 
by the Sinhala establishment, it would not have surprised anyone if he harbored some deep 
resentment against the Sinhalese people. Sometime after his release from prison, Jeyaraj 
needed to spend some time in the hospital because of various internal injuries related to 
the abuse he had endured during his numerous arrests. Another colleague called me to let 
me know that there was a welfare officer from the prison who was spending a lot of time 
with Jeyaraj, so much so that he was not able to have time alone with his wife.

When I visited Jeyaraj in the hospital . . . I asked [him] why this officer was spend-
ing so much time with him. He let me know that they had, in fact, become good friends 
in prison. At various times when the officer was depressed or discouraged, Jeyaraj had 
offered comfort and counsel to him. After hearing that Jeyaraj was in the hospital, the 

officer had taken leave and made the three-hour journey 
to spend time with him. What made this all the more 
amazing was that the officer was Sinhalese. A young man, 
held unjustly in prison, was now ministering God’s kind-
ness to the very prison official he should have hated!

That is evidence of radical love in action.

Taken from Reclaiming Love by Ajith Fernando. Copyright 

©2012 by Ajith Fernando. Used by permission of Zondervan. 

zondervan.com 

C H R I S T I A N I T Y  T O D A Y   |   A p r i l  2 0 1 368

8



or at least a decade, the evangeli-
cal world knew of a woman who 
went simply by “Joni.” Sixteen 

years after the diving accident that 
left her paralyzed, however, she mar-

ried a high-school teacher, becoming Joni 
Eareckson Tada. As she faced a breast-cancer 
diagnosis and chronic pain on top of quad-
riplegia, her husband of over 30 years, Ken 
Tada, battled depression. Joni spoke with 
Sarah Pulliam Bailey, managing editor of 
Odyssey Networks, about the Tadas’ book,
Joni and Ken: An Untold Love Story (Zonder-
van), which details how the “in sickness” part 
of Ken and Joni’s vows has remained crucial 
in their marriage.

In the book, you write that “marriage 
only magnifi es suff ering.” What do you 
mean by that? 
Any marriage is going to have problems, 
but when you throw in a disabil-
ity, it’s like enlarging the problems 
tenfold. Disability forces problems 
to the surface. Suffering squeezes you like a 
lemon, and what comes out might be pretty 
bitter.

Marriage is a matter of making a sacri-
ficial commitment. God tested Abraham by 
asking him to sacrifice his own son because 
God wanted Abraham to see what real com-
mitment looked like. I think that’s why God 
tests us in marriage. Christians often imag-
ine they have a solid marriage, but 
when our love is put to the test, our 
commitment becomes real. We’re 
faced with the question, Am I going 
to love this man or woman for better 
or for worse? I don’t know that our 
challenges are greater than they 
are for another couple. The sac-
rifices might be greater. But with 
sacrifice comes a great reward of 
a deepened faith and trust in each 
other. 

How did you, as someone with a physical 
disability, relate to your husband’s strug-
gles with depression?
At first, I was resentful. I think he just wanted 
me to understand what he was going through. 

And boy, that little bit of empa-
thy really bound us together even 
more strongly. I began to seques-

ter myself away when he’d watch Monday 
Night Football and pray for him. I prayed for 
gentle encouragement, that he would come 
to love God’s Word, would come to enjoy 
prayer; that he would come to seek his vali-
dation not from other people; that he would 
treasure his friends. It was quite remarkable 
when I began to see that depression lift, as 
now he is committed to seeking validation 

from the Lord. 

How is loving a spouse 
with a disability diff erent 
from loving a child with a 
disability? 
Children need discipline, 
even those with a disability. 
In marriage, I’m still called 
to think of my husband’s 
needs before my own needs. 
Quadriplegia screams for 

attention, so you can become so self-focused 
if you don’t watch out. Yet we’re clearly called 
to think of our spouse’s needs before we think 
of our own. When I got married, I thought 
all my needs would be met, that this man 
was dedicated to making me happy. I learned 
that you go into marriage to meet the needs 

of the other person. That’s 
the high calling. When you 
encourage and support the 
other person, incidentally 
you’ll also get your needs 
met along the way. 

After beginning to expe-
rience chronic pain, you 
began to doubt the sover-
eignty of God, whether he 
intended for you to face 
further suff ering. How 
did you face doubt as a 
couple?
We were on survival mode 
during those years. Our 

prayers to God were mainly taken from 
passages in Job, or desperate pleas from 
the Psalms: “How long, O Lord, until you 
answer?” Only when we began to come out of 
that chronic pain, and then when we started 
battling cancer, did we realize, as Ken likes 
to say, “Why not?” As humans, we have a 
tendency to act like we’re immune to prob-
lems and struggles. It’s not a sin to doubt. 
Yes, we had doubts, but we didn’t allow them 
to fester. 

You write that loving your spouse may 
be the best way of loving and serving 
God. Did you feel at any time that your 
ministry might come to threaten your 
marriage? 
There were times I wish I hadn’t crowded my 
schedule so much. When my husband was 
emotionally distant, I would just go off on 
one of my trips. It was convenient. Looking 
back, I’m sorry I did that. Instead, I started 
to say, “I understand. I’m here with you. I 
don’t blame you.” 

Love in marriage is either going to grow or  
it’s going to die. It can never just stand still. 
We’re more of a couple now than we were 
20 years ago. It’s not just Joni any more: It’s 
Joni and Ken.  

Suffering Servants
Chronic pain and depression taught Joni Eareckson 
and Ken Tada to put each other’s needs first.
Interview by Sarah Pulliam Bailey
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here’s a spate of new television 
shows with the word girl in the 
title—even though the girls in 

view are all decidedly over age 
21. There’s New Girl, the Fox comedy where 
doe-eyed Zooey Deschanel plays a klutzy 
teacher living with three guys, a Three’s 
Company for the 21st century. There’s the 
Bravo reality show Gallery Girls, a vapid 
and catty look at seven young women 
clamoring their way into the art scene of 
New York City. And 2 Broke Girls is like the 
all-female counterpart to Two and a Half 
Men—a raunchy half-hour comedy about 
men ogling women’s breasts, but see, it’s 
written by women instead of men. Ah, the 
sweet liberation we’ve waited for.

Though they differ in tone, these new 
shows share a common thread: They focus 
on unmarried women (or girls, if we must) in 
their 20s and 30s trying to land a career, and 
a meaningful way to live, in a time of tricky 
economic realities for many young Ameri-
cans, and of choices previously unknown for 
women. That is also the theme of the smart-
est and most divisive show of them all, the 
2012 hbo series Girls. 

Written and directed by 26-year-old Lena 
Dunham (with help from executive producer 
Judd Apatow), Girls follows the postcollege 
travails of Hannah Horvath (also played by 
Dunham), an aspiring writer culling material 
for her forthcoming memoir, four chapters of 
which are written—“the rest I kind of have to 
live,” she tells her concerned parents in the 
pilot episode. Guided by a mantra of feeling 
and experiencing everything she can, she’s 
busy “trying to become who I am”—either 
obnoxiously self-centered or simply too 
introspective for her own good, depending 
on whom you ask.

Hannah, her three girlfriends, and their 
boyfriends and lovers live in Greenpoint, 
Brooklyn, a place where nyu grads can open a 

business that will take your normal-sized ties 
and turn them into skinny ones (this is true), 
and where the population of young, wealthy 
30-year-olds has doubled since 2000. It’s a 
place of well-camouflaged privilege: Hannah 
and company lack secure jobs, hopping from 
unpaid internship to barista gig. Yet some-
how they pay the rent, party, and wear stylish 
if awkward ensembles, trendy in a disheveled 
way—which neatly sums up Hannah’s whole 
way of life. 

Girls is a fitting title, then, because it por-
trays four women teetering on the verge of 
adulthood, not knowing which way they will 
or should fall. The coming-of-age story is an 
old faithful, and Girls follows in this sturdy 
tradition. What’s new about the show is that 
these women, like many real-life ones, are 
working from a rough script. The lines that 
signal “womanhood” are absent, coming later 
or not at all, or look quite different from the 
lines our mothers followed. 

Girls is Dunham’s attempt to offer a new 
script, one that diverges from the chick-lit 
comedies her generation grew up on. As 
she told npr host Terry Gross in 2012, “I 
don’t see any of myself in [chick flicks and 
chick lit]—none of my actions have ever been 
[determined] by the search for a husband, 
or wondering if I was going to have a family 
someday, or wanting to live in a really great 
house, or thinking it would be really great to 
have a diamond. . . . [T]here’s a kind of female 
character that doesn’t make sense to me.”

So, what does this new script for wom-
anhood look like? And is it worth taking to 
the stage?

A TALL ORDER
One thing is for sure: The new script includes 
a lot of sex and graphic talk of sex, both as 
commonplace in the characters’ universe 
as the weather or dinner. Herpes, abortion, 
sexting, and the fear of virginity all appear 
within the first few episodes, and Hannah is 
frequently naked, whether in bed or walk-
ing around her apartment. But this is not the 
perfectly toned bod of Sex in the City’s Carrie 
Bradshaw or that show’s glamorous Man-
hattan sexcapades. Rather, the sex scenes in 
Girls are uncomfortable, for both the female 
characters and the viewer—a disturbing look 
at relationships in a pornified culture, where 
many young men take their sexual cues from 
fantasy and have never learned how to date 
a real woman. 

For all her nakedness and crass talk, 
Hannah is at heart traditional in one sense: 
She wants a boyfriend. And she’s willing 
to subject herself to the weird and degrad-
ing sexual preferences of Adam, her simian 
kind-of boyfriend in season one, in hopes that 
the hookups will turn Adam into a monoga-
mous partner. Her “breakup” speech to him 
is telling: “I just want someone who wants 
to hang out all the time, and thinks I am the 
best person in the world, and wants to have 
sex with only me.” In the world of Girls, this 
is a tall order to fill. 

It’s apparently a tall order to fill in the 
world of Lena Dunham, too. Speaking with 
New York Times columnist Frank Bruni last 
year, the daughter of acclaimed nyc artists 
bemoaned the “empowered” sexual expecta-
tions placed upon her female peers: “I heard 

 Girls Talk
What Lena Dunham’s smart HBO series says 

about 21st-century womanhood. 
By Katelyn Beaty
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Girls is a fi tting title because it 
portrays four women teetering on 
the verge of adulthood, not knowing 
which way they will or should fall.



so many of my friends saying, ‘Why can’t I 
have sex and feel nothing?’ It was amazing: 
that this was the new goal.”

“It’s painful when sex, which is supposed 
to be the most intimate form of communica-
tion, is the least intimate form of commu-
nication,” she told Gross. In the middle of 
season two, Hannah spends two days with 
a 42-year-old doctor in his lovely brown-
stone, tasting the comforts of monogamy 
and economic security. At the end of their 
time together, Hannah makes an astonishing 
admission, almost despite herself: “What I 
didn’t realize is that I was lonely in such 
a deep, deep way. I want what everyone 
wants, to be happy.” 

This is a crucial turn in the series, and a 
crucial admission for the church to hear from 
an influential voice in our culture. For all the 
vast economic and cultural changes that have 
rewritten the script of womanhood, there is 
one truth we can’t shake: We are made for 
relationship. In fact, we cannot fully exist 
without relationship. We discover our truest 

selves only in connection to others, in the 
bonds of friendship, family, marriage, and 
civic and faith communities. Hannah strug-
gles to “become who I am” in part because 
so many of her relationships are broken: By 
the middle of season two, she has dumped 
Adam, has driven two close friends to move 
out of their apartment, and is reduced to 
trying to make out with the former crack 
addict who lives in the apartment below 
hers. She is lonely by her own making, but 
lonely nonetheless.

Hannah is decidedly not the archetype 
for every young American woman. (Dunham 
winks at this in the pilot episode with this 
line: “Mom and Dad, I don’t want to freak 
you out, but I think that I may be the voice 
of my generation. Or at least a voice . . . of a
generation.”) But she is one significant arche-
type, and with two Golden Globes under her 
belt and a third season coming, her voice will 
become more pronounced and influential. 
Are our churches places where women like 
Dunham can know and be known? Where 

their ambitions and dreams are encouraged, 
not squelched or made to fit into old scripts 
of womanhood that don’t speak to them? 
Where a story is told and retold that speaks 
to their deepest desires and orients them 
toward wholeness and self-giving instead 
of self-gazing? 

Since Girls majors in embarrassing rev-
elations, here’s one: I secretly hope to meet 
Lena Dunham some day. For all the ways we 
are worlds apart, we are nonetheless both 
single, white women in our 20s who like to 
write and make others laugh. At some point 
in the conversation, I imagine, the whole 
Jesus thing would come up, and I could tell 
of the ways he and his people have kept me 
deeply rooted in an uncertain decade. But 
then I would thank her for shaking things 
up, for creating a show that captures how 
confusing it can be to be girls in this post-
feminist generation—or at least to be a girl, 
in a generation.

Katelyn Beaty is managing editor of ct.
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QUICK TAKES 
           More media of note.

BOOKS 
TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH
Pentecostalism and the Transformation 
of World Christianity
ALLAN HEATON ANDERSON (OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS)

★★★★★ We evangelicals are notorious for 

believing it nearly impossible to defi ne the 

term evangelical with perfect precision. It’s dif-

fi cult to pinpoint one factor that marks us off  

as a distinct religious movement: A belief in 

the divinely inspired nature of the Bible? A 

“born again” experience? A personal relation-

ship with Jesus? Whatever belief or practice you 

identify as essential, at least some avowedly 

nonevangelical Christians will claim to share it.

Allan Anderson’s sweeping historical survey 

of global Pentecostalism illustrates why Pente-

costal believers run into the same problems of 

self-defi nition. What does it mean to be Pente-

costal? “There is no exact way to answer this 

question,” Anderson confesses, “and debates 

will rage on.” From a bewildering variety of 

infl uences and emphases have arisen “Holiness 

pentecostals,” “‘Finished Work’ pentecostals,” 

“Oneness pentecostals,” independent “Neopen-

tecostal” or “Neocharismatic” churches, and 

charismatic movements within other Christian 

denominations. Anderson, a scholar of Pente-

costalism and a former Pentecostal minister, 

gives a sympathetic and insightful explanation 

of how all these diverse traditions have found 

their way onto the global stage. —Matt Reynolds

MAPPING THE ORIGINS DEBATE
Six Models of the Beginning of Everything
GERALD RAU (IVP ACADEMIC)

★★★★★ Too much conversation about the 

science of human origins presumes a strict 

dichotomy of allegiances: You’re either down 

with the elite consensus on evolution, or else 

you’re some kind of science-denying, know-

nothing creationist. The reality, of course, is 

less simplistic. In Mapping the Origins Debate, 

Gerald Rau teases out six distinct perspec-

tives on how the world as we know it was 

brought into being, ranging from godless, 

purely naturalistic evolution on one pole 



to creationism, in both its “young earth” 

and “old earth” fl avors, on the other. 

Those are the stances with which we’re 

all familiar. But Rau takes the discussion fur-

ther, breaking down the remaining catchall 

category of “theistic evolution” into three 

separate positions, based on such factors as 

the extent to which God involves himself in 

creation, the time frame of that involvement, 

and the ultimate purposes for which he exer-

cises creative power. After describing each of 

the six models, Rau elaborates on the philo-

sophical presuppositions each camp brings 

to bear on the debate—presuppositions that 

govern how they interpret, or ignore, the exist-

ing evidence. Written for nonspecialists, the 

book should appeal both to students and to 

grown-ups who, like me, daydreamed their way 

through high-school science courses and never 

learned much of anything. —Matt Reynolds

THEOLOGIANS IN THEIR OWN WORDS
EDITED BY DEREK R. NELSON, JOSHUA M. MORITZ, 
AND TED PETERS (FORTRESS PRESS)

★★★★★ There have been plenty of Christian 

theologians down through the centuries, but 

only one Augustine. Very few people, it turns 

out, possess the time, energy, mental focus, and 

introspective depth necessary to write Confes-

sions. Still, elements of the autobiographical 

method are hardly foreign to the discipline 

of theology, and for good reason. “Theologi-

cal autobiographies,” writes Derek R. Nelson, 

introducing this volume, “are not just state-

ments about a theologian, but are also genuine 

vehicles for theological refl ection. In discern-

ing patterns of continuity and change in one’s 

intellectual development, new ground is broken. 

In refl ecting on oneself, God is illumined, too. 

Patterns are detected and important infl u-

ences named, which is another way of saying 

that divine providence is articulated.” 

Theologians in Their Own Words presents 

roughly two dozen fi rst-person accounts from 

some of the most distinguished theologians 

of the past half-century. Some of the contribu-

tors (from the pro-choice ecofeminist Rosemary 

Radford Reuther to Harvard Divinity School’s 

Harvey Cox, apostle of “the secular city”) tilt 

in fairly radical directions. But discriminating 

readers will fi nd many fi ne refl ections on how 

theological insights emerge amid the vary-

ing circumstances of life. —Matt Reynolds

Western Theological Seminary is proud to announce the installation 
of Dr. J. Todd Billings to the Gordon H. Girod Research Chair of 
Reformed Theology. Dr. Billings is recognized for
his widely read articles and books, most notably, 
Calvin, Participation and the Gift, winner of a 
2009 Templeton Award for Theological Promise; 
The Word of God for the People of God (2010); 
and Union with Christ, winner of a 2012 
Christianity Today Award of Merit.   
westernsem.edu.

“Leadership Journal 
keeps me in touch with 
the best practices in 
the church world  
I love the print info  
and learnfrom the 
online resources.  
It makes me smarter, 
deeper and more 
effective.” 

—John Ortberg
Pastor and author

FREE TRIAL OFFER: 
www.OrderLJ.com/trial
includes complete access to LeadershipJournal.net

Find out for yourself why 
John reads Leadership Journal.





“One generation shall commend 

your works to another, and shall 

declare your mighty acts.”

PSALM 145:4

E N G L I S H  S T A N D A R D  V E R S I O N

www.esvbible.org
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SACRED APPLES, 
A BOOK LIKE NO OTHER

Inspired by true events, Sacred Apples is unique because 
the main characters are an ultra-orthodox rabbi and 
a Christian priest. Their relationship is forged by the 
very faiths that separate them. You’ll cry . . . you’ll  
laugh . . . it’ll elevate your heart. www.sacredapples.com.

CASH PAID FOR LIBRARIES 

large or small. Contact us for new, used and out of 
print books. Baker Book House; 2768 E. Paris; 
Grand Rapids, MI 49546; 866-241-6733; fax: 888-
263-7310; e-mail: usedbooks@bakerbookstore.com: 
website: www.bakerbookstore.com.

CAN YOU EQUIP OTHERS FOR 
REPRODUCIBLE DISCIPLE MAKING? 

Harvest Community Church of Huntersville, NC, 
seeks a godly associate pastor to assist our senior pastor 
in pastoral ministry (esp. pastoral administration), 
equip leaders and teams for ministry, and oversee as-
similation. M.Div. and at least 3 years experience in a 
multi-staff setting preferred. To learn more or to apply, 
go to www.harvestcharlotte.com.

ASSOCIATE HEAD: NEW ADMIN  
MEMBER NEEDED FALL 2013. 

Ideal candidate has master’s in education and experi-
ence in organizational leadership and classroom teach-
ing (K–6 preferred). Expertise in one or more desired: 
counseling, special education, gifted education, testing/
assessment, curriculum, discipline. Schaeffer Academy 
is a classical Christian K–12 school in Rochester, MN. 
Submit resume and cover letter to the Headmaster at 
phillips.keith@schaefferacademy.org.

GOLDEN RULE TRAVEL is a Christian  
agency specializing in wholesale and bulk rate 

airline tickets for church and missionary travel. We 
try extra hard to save you money! Call 800.950.3599 
(FLYY) or go to www.goldenruletravel.com.

LONDON, U.K.

Highbury Centre Christian guesthouse. Quiet location 
on private road, close to bus and train/tube station. 
Reductions for missionaries and full-time ministers. 
www.thehighburycentre.org.

WWW.WIPFANDSTOCK.COM

Your source for great Christian books! 

THE DEEPER CHRISTIAN LIFE 
AND HOUSE CHURCH MOVEMENT

Books and tapes. Free catalog; 800.228.2665; 
www.seedsowers.com.

WWW.GRACEANDSANITY.ORG

“A breath of fresh air.” Books, talks for pastors and seekers.

WHEATON ACADEMY  
AVAILABLE POSITIONS

Immediate openings: head football coach, part-time 
accountant.

2013–2014 full-time teachers: science—biology; 
science —physics; Spanish; English; math; and 
director of athletic performance; Coaching: head 
football (immediate opening); assistant boys’ soccer 
(fall 2013). The mission of Wheaton Academy, 
“to nurture growth in students through excellence, 
relationships and service, to the Glory of God,” has 
remained the centerpiece of everything that has gone 
on at our school since 1853. The most important 
element in making a wa education effective is the 
strong leadership of “Living Curriculum TeachersSM.” 
We believe lcts must have a growing and dynamic 
relationship with Christ, must be excellent in their 
field, must hold high standards, and be capable of 
inspiring a range of students to reach their potential. 
If wa sounds like a good fit for you, please check 
our website, www.wheatonacademy.org, for current 
openings; send resume and pre-application responses 
to employment@wheatonacademy.org.

Summer Job Opportunities: Summer English 
Institute for international students led by Wheaton 
Academy, hosted at Gordon College (Boston)–seeking 
ell teachers, ras, tas, nurse, office staff, and other 
positions. See www.WAnetUSA.org/employment for 
complete information.

CHRISTIAN TEACHERS NEEDED 
IN NORTH IRAQ

Join our teams serving at the School of the Medes in 
Dohuk, Sulymaniah, or Erbil, Iraq. 2,500 students 
enrolled, all instruction in English, Western curricu-
lum, grades K–12, greatest need for English, history, 
and science teachers at high school level. Salary plus a  
percentage of housing and airfare provided depending 
on qualifications. www.servantgroup.org. 

SHELTER CARE

an organization with a rich history of over 40 years 
of helping troubled youth and families, has openings 
for mature couples. The program, located in Akron, 
Ohio, uses a family model with many supportive 
helps. Each couple is responsible for four youth. 
Position is full-time and includes salary and an ex-
cellent benefits package. Send resume to 32 South 
Ave; Tallmadge, OH 44278; phone: 330-630-5600;  
e-mail: hr@sheltercareinc.org.

[Employment Opportunities] [Employment Opportunities]

[Books, Tapes & Films]

[Books, Tapes & Films]

[Travel]
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OPEN YOUR OWN READING CENTER
At home or commercial location. Students gain 2–4 
grades in fewer than 60 hrs. Make a difference in the 
lives of others. We provide excellent training and mate-
rials. www.Academic-Associates.com; 800.861.9196.

WRITE TO INMATES
Fellowship with a saved inmate or lead an unsaved inmate 
to the Lord! matthew25.36ministries2013@yahoo.com.

WWW.CHURCHBOOKKEEPINGTOOL.COM
Affordable professional church management tool for 
startup small & midsize churches.

MISSIONARIES

If you are considering changing mission boards, or 
looking to affiliate with a non-denominational, faith-
based, evangelical mission-sending agency, consider 
serving with Ripe for Harvest. Contact Dr. Tim Smith, 
480-373-9387; RFHPhoenix@gmail.com; or visit us 
at www.ripeforharvest.org. Member ecfa.

WWW.MISSIONNANNYS.ORG

Be a mission nanny. Volunteer women needed to serve over-
seas with missionary families as domestic/childcare help.

CALLED TO PREACH?

www.IndependentBaptistAlliance.org; 352.621.4981. 
We can help with ordination and other topics. 

IRS 501c3 TAX-EXEMPT STATUS for missions, 
ministries, churches since 1981. Total package. 

www.Christian501c3go.com.

D.MIN. THESIS EDITING

Contact: James Dean, M.Div., M.A., D.Min.

hdean44@comcast.net; 541-505-7216

EARN SEMINARY DEGREES ONLINE

Columbia Seminary; www.ColumbiaSeminary.edu; 
CES@ColumbiaSeminary.edu.

OPEN BIBLE COLLEGE COURSES

Maryland Bible College & Seminary, free Bible college 
courses available to everyone without signing up or log-
ging in. Start your Bible training today. Open.mbcs.edu.

[Services] [Missions]

[Ministry Opportunities]

[Conferences]

DEGREES THROUGH CORRESPONDENCE

Associate’s through Ph.D.; credit for life experience. 
Low tuition. Accredited schools. For a free catalog: 
www.lbcs.co; 352.621.4991; or write Liberty Bible 
College & Seminary; 5480 S. Suncoast Blvd.; 
Homosassa, FL 34446.

[Education]

TEACHERS URGENTLY NEEDED  
IN MONGOLIA!

elic has an urgent need for teachers of English 
in Mongolia. This is an outstanding opportunity 
for singles, couples, families, and second-career 
adults. Two-year commitment. Opportunities 
to return to North America. Serve on a vibrant 
team. Teach at the university level to future lead-
ers in every sector. Previous teaching experience 
not required. Complete training provided. Thirty 
years of sending and caring for teachers in Asia. 
Additional strategic opportunities in Laos, China, 
Vietnam, and Cambodia. We can get you there.  
www.elic.org; 888.475.3542.

YOUR KEY TO GETTING PUBLISHED

and earning extra income: Write-to-Publish Conference, 
June 5–8, Chicago area. Classes for beginning through 
career writers, meetings with editors and agents, manu-
script evaluations. Details: www.writetopublish.com, 
brochure@writetopublish.com.

[Ministry Aids]

[Business Opportunities]

Every three minutes another person falls behind on credit card debt. It’s no wonder, since every 
major credit card company has nearly doubled the minimum monthly payment on consumers’ bills. 
Federal Regulators forced the change because of their concern about the growing mountain of 
consumer debt, which stands at $2.17 trillion. Many consumers can only pay the minimum payment, 
which can take up to 30 years to pay off. Now, relief is in sight for millions of Americans.

CreditGUARD of America, a non-profit licensed 
debt management service provider, is making a 
new program available to lower debt payments 
and become free of all credit card debt in only 
three to five years. Consumers need only $2,000 
or more in total credit card debt and behind on 
any account, to cut their payment by 35% to 50%, 
and reduce or eliminate interest charges 
altogether.

Over 200,000 families, located throughout the 
U.S. have regained financial independence with 
CreditGUARD’s licensed, bonded and insured 
service. CreditGUARD of America has received 
high marks in consumer surveys showing high consumer satisfaction and confidence. The 
CreditGUARD debt management program can actually turn a person’s life around. 

One such case is Sandra L. who proclaimed “CreditGUARD cut my monthly payment by $656 and 
saved me over $29,206.53 in interest. They saved my way of life and gave me back my piece of 
mind! Now I can see myself on my way to becoming debt free.” or Jeffery C. who said “Credit-
GUARD of America helped me consolidate 3 of my credit cards into one affordable payment. They 
are now saving me nearly $200 a month. Now I will be debt free in 2 years or less” 

Certified Credit Counselors at CreditGUARD of America provide Debt Relief Consultations at no 
charge, when you call 1-800-229-5682.
 
Calculate your interest rate savings instantly online when you visit their website at: 
www.cga4help.com/cti
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Credit Card Debt?
Solutions that can help you get out of debt.
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for your teen!
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If you’re ready to further your career, 
we can help you complete your degree in as little as 
17 months. In addition to timely completion of your 
degree, our program has an impressive graduation rate, 
consistently above the average. Classes meet just one 
evening a week and online! Choose from four practical 
majors: Christian Ministry Leadership, Human Resources, 
Human Services, and Organizational Development. 
And don’t let fi nances stop you—nearly 95 percent of 
our adult students receive grants, scholarships and loans. 
All Geneva College programs take a Christ-centered 
perspective to your life and career.

The Sooner You Start, the Sooner 
You’ll Finish. So Enroll in the Adult Degree 
Completion Program of Geneva College TODAY!

800-576-3111
www.geneva.edu/adcp

For more information, 

contact us.

Geneva online classes start June 2013 

Geneva College’s Adult Degree 
Completion Program can 

help prepare you to advance.



in terror from behind a barred window. He 
was “a holy man,” I was told, ever seeking 
to draw near to God. Carts and pedestrians 
alike would roll by or walk around him, each 
keeping a busy pace surrounded by a religious 
outlook on life. Such is India.

A QUIET EXIT
While all of this holy activity formed a back-
drop, it was never the focus of my life. By the 
time I was a young man, I lived with two deep 
struggles: I longed to become a cricketer, and 
I performed miserably in school. Cricket and 
tennis were all that I lived for. In India, this 
was a formula for failure. Indian children are 
raised to live with books and get to the top of 
the class, or else face failure and shame. My 
dad used to say sarcastically of me, “Center 
forward in football, fullback in studies.” I was 
relieved when he said this only in jest. His 
fury over my report cards incited humiliating 
thrashings, one of which was so severe that 
had my mother not intervened, I’m not sure 
what irreparable harm would have come.

Whenever our family went to church, 
my one thought was the cricket match that 
would follow. I did well in sports but I am 
certain I would not have made it in profes-
sional sports either, as nothing in my life had 
gone well. I often pondered life’s meaning. 
I was the jokester of the group and knew 
all the funny stories to tell. Rich in friends, 
impoverished when alone, I was well on my 
way to an isolated me.

As young teenagers, my sisters were invited 
to a Youth for Christ rally. I was not sure what 
it meant but joined them for the promise of 
refreshments. It was at one such rally that I 
first heard the gospel. The preacher was a man 
named Sam Wolgemuth. When the invitation 
was given, I walked forward. I didn’t know 
what it meant, but I knew that I wanted what 
he had. A kind of halfhearted commitment 
was made, like a speck of salt being dropped 
into a vast tub of water. Still, my life of failure 
in studies continued to haunt me. 

I don’t know when I made the decision—
sometime at age 17—but when I did, it came 
firmly and calmly: A quiet exit will save my 
family from further shame. I was neither 
depressed nor impulsive. I had seen it coming 
for some time, perhaps always lurking in my 
mind as the final escape. Some cultures lend 

themselves more to the thought than others. 
My culture was one of them.

When I arrived at university that morning, 
I walked to the empty chemistry lab. Some-
how I got into the locked cupboard where the 
chemicals were stored, and pored over the 
shelves until I came to some packets marked 
poison. I stuffed several into my pockets.

The next morning, I waited for my family 
members to leave for school or work. Our 
house servant was in the kitchen cleaning up 
breakfast. I filled a glass from the kitchen tap 
and took it to the bathroom, then bolted the 
door behind me. I poured the toxic packets into 
the glass, pushing all thoughts of my mother 
aside, and started drinking as quickly as I could.

Fighting back nausea, I took another salty 
gulp, but my body revolted. I collapsed, vom-
iting the poison and everything else in my 
stomach. I could feel my strength leaving 
me. Instinctively I called out for our servant.

After he burst through by finally snapping 
the bathroom door off its hinges, he rushed 
me to the er. Two or three days passed 
before I regained any strength. The details 
are hazy, and I never knew if the servant hid 
the evidence of my attempt; my parents and 
I never discussed why I was lying there in 
the hospital. 

It was in that hospital that a Youth for 
Christ director, Fred David, brought me a Bible. 
Seeing that I was in no shape for talking, Fred 
handed the Bible to my mother and flipped to 
John chapter 14. “This is for Ravi.” Once he left, 
my mother read aloud the passage.

“Because I live, you also will live.” 
Live? The word hit me like a ton of bricks.
“Mom,” I interjected, “who is that speak-

ing?” I learned whom the words belonged to. 
“Jesus,” I prayed inwardly, “if you are 

the One who gives life as it is meant to be, 
I want it. Please get me out of this hospital 
bed well, and I promise I will leave no stone 
unturned in my pursuit of truth.” 

Five days later the attending doctor 
came to sign my discharge papers. As he 
looked over the documents, he asked an 

odd question: “Do you really want to live?”
Live? I looked up at him. He only contin-

ued to scribble. I didn’t answer.
Then he stopped writing and turned to 

me. “Do you really want to live? We can make 
you live again by getting the poison out. But 
we cannot make you want to live.”

. . . you also will live, said Jesus.
I let the doctor’s question settle in—but 

I already knew the answer.

SURPRISE APOLOGIST
Five days after being wheeled into the er, 
I left a changed person. Youth for Christ 
quickly became my spiritual home. My 
closest friend, a Hindu, attended one of the 

ministry’s Bible studies with me and also gave 
his life to Christ. One day later, he and I were 
walking by the neighborhood garbage dump 
and noticed a book lying on top: Commentary 
on Romans, by W. H. Griffith Thomas. My 
friend and I studied it cover to cover, and we 
led the Bible studies with the other teenagers. 
To this day I’ve kept the book, covered with 
notes scribbled in the margins. 

Today as an apologist preaching in more 
than 70 countries, I can say only that God is 
the Grand Weaver, capable of creating an 
unexpected and beautiful pattern out of a 
broken life. My parents also went on to make 
a public commitment to Christ. The change 
in my father—who saw what Jesus had done 
for his children—was the most dramatic con-
version I have ever witnessed. For a man of 
his pride to pledge to conform to Christ was 
only the work of God. 

Only now do I fully understand what it 
meant to be immersed in a culture of religion 
without asking questions, yet encountering 
Jesus Christ, who rescues us from the illusion 
of religion to the promise and hope of receiv-
ing life from our Creator and Savior.

Ravi Zacharias is an international preacher and 

apologist and author most recently of Why Jesus? 

Rediscovering His Truth in an Age of Mass Mar-

keted Spirituality (FaithWords, 2012).
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f you want to know what water 
is, don’t ask the fish.” So goes an old 
Chinese proverb. In other words, 

total immersion deprives the mind 
of a counterperspective and, for that matter, 
an honest evaluation. 

To be born in India is to arrive into the 
world swimming in religion. 

I was born in the southern city of Chennai 
and raised in the northern city of Delhi—more 
correctly New Delhi. My father was from 
Kerala, located in the deep south, my mother, 
from Chennai. My ancestors belonged to 
the highest caste of Hindu priests called the 
Nambudiris. When we read of the apostle 
Thomas going to India, he seems to set out 

with the goal of reaching the Nambudiris, 
since reaching the priests would reach the 
people. Thomas paid with his life. In Chen-
nai stands a memorial to Thomas, and Kerala 
hosts other landmarks of his work. Despite 
the fact that only 6 percent of Indians today 
identify as Christians, the gospel arrived in 
India very early in church history.

Growing up, I knew nothing of this tra-
dition. My family and I went to church, cel-
ebrated Christmas, and observed certain ritu-
als on Good Friday, but I was never taught 
the gospel or its significance for my life. I 
attended more Hindu festivals and celebra-
tions than I did Christian ones. Only many 
years after coming to Christ did I learn, from 

a grand-aunt, the backdrop to our ancestral 
story: Several generations ago, through the 
work of German Swiss missionaries of the 
Basel movement, a young woman was the first 
from our branch of the Nambudiris to profess 
Christ as Lord. I like to think that the mis-
sionaries gave the new surname Zacharias to 
represent and honor her priestly background.

My earliest encounter with “holiness” was 
watching a sunburnt mystic with matted hair 
and coarse skin soiled by the dirt on the road. 
He was a lanky figure with piercing eyes, his 
voice bellowing from the streets as he literally 
rolled the full length of his body under that 
torrid sun. As a young boy I would watch him 

Antidote to Poison 
I was haunted by failure to the edge of suicide—

and then came life. By Ravi Zacharias
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REINFORCING OUR COMMITMENT TO THE GLOBAL CHURCH, 

GORDON-CONWELL’S PASTORS FOR AFRICA SCHOLARSHIP EQUIPS 

LEADERS BIBLICALLY, THEOLOGICALLY AND PRACTICALLY TO SERVE 

IN THEIR HOME COUNTRIES.

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT: GORDON-CONWELL 

www.gordonconwell.edu

EMAIL US

admissions@gcts.edu

MISSIONS AT GORDON-CONWELL

www.gordonconwell.edu/missions

800.428.7329

These recipients of the Pastors 

for Africa Scholarship are commit-

ted to returning and ministering 

in their country of origin: Nigeria, 

Ethiopia and Kenya. 

hamilton  boston  charlotte  jacksonville



Arabic

English

Chinese

Indonesian

Hebrew

Japanese

Burmese

Laotian

Korean

Tagalog

French

Russian

Spanish

Polish

Hindi

Urdu

Armenian 

German 

Khmer

Vietnamese

Bengali

Thai

Hmong

And more!

Take 5 minutes
to change your preaching, teaching, 
and the world!

Thousands of Full Sermon Manuscripts
25  International Languages

Because the whole world needs to hear preaching!

RealConversion.com
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